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INTRODUCTION. 


War I Waals to ſhow by this publt. FI 
cation is, that the Lords of the committee | 
bf his Majeſty's council, to -Whom the complaint 
| againſt Governor Melvill was referred, acted par- 
_ tially and unfairly in the manner of examining into 

that matter, and conſequently; that the report they 
may have made to his Majeſty i is not to be depended 
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| Secondly, I undertake to ſhow, from the Anſwers 
of Governor Melvill (with references to thoſe pub- 
lick papers which ought to be in the Plantation Of- 
ce, and which ſhould have been produced) that the 
charges were fully proved againſt him; and conſt- 
quently, that the perſons who adviſed his Majeſty to 
fend back Mr. Melvill to Granada as Governor, were 
equally diſregardful of the 8 the crown, 2 
: of the rights of the people. 


4 10 21 N 


There have ; many rs invettives of 0 

| againſt the behaviour of his Majeſty*: s ſubjects in the. 
- Colonies, while they equally complain of the wicked-, 
neſs of adminiftration at home, which have produced 
thoſe mutual animoſities that are now hardly to be 
 allayed. Wherever accuſations of this kind are gene- 
ral, from the Governors againſt the governed, che 

firſt are, in fact, pronouncing a ſatire on themſelyeg, 
1 are * e in ſociety by heads. 

have 
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which Providence has "GY in our ds But, 
to ſuch as are totally ignorant of the principles: 5 ie 
dare not truſt their effect; and who act upon the fi 
impreſſion of things (which in politieks is always de- 
e the taſk is yplurmquntable. _ . rr 
a orgs” 1 . # | 


"The. firſt great gin with thoſe ha are en- 
truſted with the management of an eſtabliſhed ſociety 
ſhould be to know the general rights of mankind ;— 
not thoſe viſionary. rights which never did exiſt in 
nature, but ſuch as men of moral ſentiments have 
confeſſed to belong to human beings, in all ages, and 
without NT mY are Ty worſe men. and worſe 
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The ſecond point to be ſtudied, d Ae 
rights . PROF — 


; communities. l n n 
* Fa Le EEE ID all 22 * [1543 
7 os is 2 ie dhere ly 1 


© is from 1 ignotance,” and 2p Tire? 
| 990 all the three foregoing axioms in the admi- 
niftration: of the affairs of the colonies, that the hatred: 
and ob Td of the people to the * 
bee n. : 


1 to not che kee any dar- f Nr 0 : 

p= 
_  prefion in the bw DS, which: i is not the ſult of 
— — 


In this claſs 1 2 $a * following —— 9g : 
ene ſhall be tortured into” confeſſions 6 a 
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the age, but Rum a worſe ſymptom; a total indiffe- 
. rence in all matters that do not immediately concern 
dur own particular intereſt *, This added to the diſ- 
tance of place and time, to which every tranſaction 
of the colonies is ſubject before it can be confidered; 
renders every diſcuſſion, even of the moſt important 
right, à matter of the cooleft concern, where men 
meet to amuſe themſelves, 25 in;a\calbes-hoafe, or to 
write letters of buſineſs in the middle of the a in⸗ 
e u g ee 1 * eee 


The capital iniflakes which kde —— pou. | 
in the adminiſtration of the affairs. of the Colonies, 
ſhould render men leſs ſelf-ſufficient in judging upon 
any. point concerning them, Inſtead of hmplifying 
the buſineſs of the board of trade, and putting the 
whote under the management of ine perſon, ahl 
rendering the reſt mere penſioners of ſtate and jdle 
pageants, each particular Colony ought to have a — 
patron at the board; who ſhould be reſponſible 
the eye of the public for the affairs of that Colony, 
„ey ought; it is true, to report to the Secretary of 
Stare; and the while board, to render the general 
tonftitution of Eernitient uniform 8 5 6 


Ss 


Here we might expe to ſee a rivalfhip i in the ik. 
a members in their application, genius and 
Integrity in the diſpatch of Colony buſineſs, As 
it ſtands at preſent it muſt depend on chance; for no 
bne man! is equal to the taſk; of hearing and — | 
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8 F This bn man muſt raiſe 3 conytion appreaching © 
redelling before his complaints can be liſtened to. | 


a — ob a 


7 + This was indecently ſhocking during the examination into the | 
preſent caſe, even „ had been ain 72 
hand. . =O 
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the Cglonics, 1768. 
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their various Oancerns, much leſs AY n 


| 4 contents. 
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Another miſtake which has [bas EY 
the miſmanagement of the Colonies, is a fooliſh idea 
that prevailed here, from the ſubtlety of ſome lawyers, 
that the ſeveral governments were merely corpora- 
, and that therefore they were entirely under 
the management of the Croyn, independent of the 
other branches of the legiſlature; both of which ideas 


are ridiculouſly falſe. Every one of the Colonies has 


2 competent legiſlature, and a ſyſtem of diſtributive 
Juſtice within itſelf, ſubject to appeals to this country, 


and to the controul of the ſovereign power of the 


whole empire, but not liable to the fanciful caprice 
of any particular part of that ſovereign power . 8. 


MNoſt of our ſtateſmen here, buoyed up with the 
magnificence of this country, and ſeldom conceiving 


that the weakeſt minds are to be found in the richeſt 
commonwealths, are apt to regard the rights of the 


Coloniſts as the courtiers of Brobdignag did poor Gul- 


liver. They are often ſporting and playing in the 
wantonneſs of their power, at the riſque of the other's 
life. If there is any point of government in diſpute, 


and the Coloniſts quote ſimilar precedents from this 
country, it is immediately aſked, Would you give 
theſe diminutive bodies the ſame privileges which the 


different departments in this country enjoy ? Certainly 


they muſt poſſeſs. the ſame powers reſpecting their 
ſeveral -communities, for the like 8 reaſon, perhaps, chat 
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5 ® Vide the Reſolutions of £ the different Houſe on the affairs of 
| | a child 
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2 child has the ſame laws of exiſtence and cenie 
a8 a giant. The ſeveral powers are not given in 
reſpect to the magnificence or dignity of the different: 


branches of government, but becauſe they are eſſen- 
tial to the exerciſe and diſcharge of ſuch and ſuch 


functions, whether you conſider the community upon 


a ſmall or a greater ſcale, Of this kind, for inſtance, 
are the privileges incident to an aſſembly of men, act- 


ing as legiſlators, whether here or there, as much as 


the powers of courts of juſtice, which no one diſ- 
putes; and in like manner, I apprehend the powers 


of the different Governors to act as Captain- Generals, 


as being Locum Tenens for the King, is equally de- 


monſtrable from the ſame ſource, according to * 


nature 5 our conſtitution of government. 


1 cid it FO om ſo much on the gene- 


ral ſubject of the adminiſtration of the affairs of the 


Colonies, before I come to ſtate ſome particular con- 


ſiderations reſpocting the Colony of Granada. 


22 freely e it dow 8 given. me the 


moſt mortifying reflections, that the affairs of Canada 


and Granada, by which the different nations of Eu- 


rope were to judge of the inferiority or ſuperiority of 


our government, compared with that of France, ſhould 
have been ſq ſhamefully neglected, in ſo much that 


one may venture to pronounce with certainty, from 
the incongruous and unſettled mixture of privileges 
and juriſdictions which have prevailed, that the 
inhabitants of — haye enjoyed more happineſs 
during this period. I ſpeak now independently of 


the commiſeration which is due to ſo numerous a 


| yy of people remaining under our protection, and 


a 3 4 truſting 
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wuſting to our good faith. But when that likewiſe 
is: conſidered, the whole muſt - preſent a deplorable 
picture of the directing powers of this country, when 
ſo great objects of policy and juſtice could not tempt our 
miniſters to ſettle the affairs of thoſe communities dur- 
ing a ſpace of fever years. Another humiliating cir- 
cumftance, for the glory of this kingdom, in the mind 
of à man of ſenſe, ariſes from conſidering that moſt 
of the perſecutions and embarraſſments which the 
new ſubjects have ſuffered, may be dedyced from 
— illiberal prejudices in point of religion, at a time, 
and in an age, when the influence of ſpeculative opi- 
nions in matters of government are thoroughly under- 
ſtood.—If we had preſented to the world a difplay of 
the wealth and proſperity of theſe new acquired ſub- 
jects free from religious perſecutions ; if we had even 
ſeduced them tp appear at the court of France, to have 
| | outdone the follies of a French Creol, or an Engliſh 
| Nobleman, it would have gone further to have ſecured 
our conqueſts in any future war, than the moſt nu- 
merous fleets, or the moſt powerful armies, Unfor- 
tunately for this nation, every generous prineiple of 
policy has been deſpiſed. Maxims of the meaneſt 
Hypocriſy have been defended. The Earl of Hillf- 
| borough, from an affectation of philoſophy, has in- 
deed condemned the conduct, while he protected the 
man. All the ſubterfuge of law has been introduced 
to govern the determination of a board of ſtate and 
* advice, and to ſhut the ears of his Majeſty againſt 
the cries of his new ſubjects, and the voice of his 
people ſpeaking through their Repreſentatives, Iam 
not one of thoſe who favour a relaxed conduct in 'Go- 
| yernment ; on the contrary, I wiſh to ſupport a ſteady 
| Qetermined plan, ngrecable to "hs law and the con: 
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5 Kitutlon. It is chis principle that makes me wiſh | 
. for impartial juſtice, becauſe without the one it is in 
vain to attempt the other. The true principle of a 
ſteady plan of government eannot merely conſiſt in 
ſupporting men in authority. It muſt equaliy ſtand 
ready to yield them up when culpable, as to maintain 
them againſt ali unjuſt accutation or clamour when | 
| innocent, Theſe are the maxims upon which 10 
ſire the public will judge upon the conduct of the 
committee of his Majeſty's council, in examining into 
the cothplaint againſt Governor Melvill, and like- 
wife of my own conduct, in appealing to —— 
en r eee # narrative of the fats, 


. In the Mosch of December n the Aﬀembly of ? 

the ifland of Granada being diflatisfied with the. con- 
duct of their Agent, came to à vote, directing the | 

Committee of Correſpondence to tranſact bufinefs _— * 
with Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Johnſtone, then 

in England, and who had been choſen one of their 
members. In conſequence of this vote, the Lieute- 
nant Colonel received various letters from the Speaker 
Mr. Winniet, and from Mr. Alexander, Chairman of 
the Committee of Cotreſpondence, in their publit cha- 
racteri, ſeverally complaining of the mal-adminiftra- 
tion of Governor Melvill, and deſiring that the Lieu- 
tenant Colonel would make repreſentations to His 
Majeſty's Miniſters againſt Mr. Melvill. This he 
accordingly did, and was aſſured in anſwer, that 
Governor Melvill was coming home, in conſequence 

of his Majeſty's leave of abſence, ä to him 


2 * that . 
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In the month of July; Goyernor Melvill actually 


left the iſland: upon his arrival in England, the ſame 
complaints were preferred againſt him. Lord Hillſ- 

borough ſaid, He was ready to execute every part of 
his duty; but, as he ſuppoſed the intention of the 


moſt inyeterate of Mr. Melvill's opponents was only 
to prevent his return to the iſland as Governor, he 


thought it would be better to ſtay till it was ſeen 
whether Mr, Melyill would chuſe of himſelf to go 


back, at the riſque of ſuch diſturbance, That he, 
Lord Hillſborough, had ftrongly diſſuaded Mr. Mel- 
_ vill from this meaſure, and perhaps it might not hap- 


$ 
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pen; that in ſhort there would be time enough to hear 
the parties after Mr. Melvill ſhould give in his public 


notification of his intention of returning to Granada, 


of which Colonel Johnſtone ſhould have notice, 
Agreeable to this promiſe, Colonel Johnſtone received 
the following note from Mr. Pownall. e f 


Y | 
* 
* 


Mr. PowwALr preſents his compliments to Cl. 
"< Johnſtone, and acquaints him, that Governor Mel- 


s vill has ſignified to Lord Hillſborough een 
of returning to his government. 


3 20th Sept, 1769“ 


On the 3d of October the following Letter was 
Fob Mr. Pownall, "org the 0 tan 1 
d thalr order. - 


INTR O D VC T1 ON. 


Copy of a Leeres Me. PownaLL, Oftober 3d 16. 

4 incloſing the Memorial from the Proprietors of 
Lands in Granada, with the Addreſs to the King, : 

- x8th March 1768; e 1 rap 
Governor — n 


<SIR 


5 9111 te incloſe' te yon a Memo- 
rial from ſome of the Proprietors of lands in the 
+ Iſland of Granada, which they think incumbent on 
< them to preſent to Lord Hillſborough, upon being 
© informed that Mr, Melvill propoſes to re-viſit that 
_ © Goverpment—His preſence, in that country, they 
$s conceive, muſt inevitably . revive all thoſe diſtrac- 
« tions and diſturbances. between the old and new 
ſubjects that agitated the community for ſo many 
© months before his departure, which, * ur he 
it is the wiſh of his Majeſty de prevent. 


| © That his Lordſhip may be ſenſible thoſe. — 
© henſions are grounded on the ſtrongeſt facts, the 
Gentlemen think it proper to incloſe, at the ſame 
+ time, the Addreſs of the Aſſembly to his Majefty 
in March 1768, and the Addreſs of the Aſſembly 
to Lieutenant Governor Fitzmaurice on Mr. Mel- 
< vilPs departure in September following, which will 
- + ſufficjently ſhew the ſenſe of the Iſland. 


1 o 


"4.4 4 5 


n 

+ I am, with the greateſt reſpedt, 1 

e 3 
TY Your n ET os 

| © ot gy, 


> 


6 Le | don, 5 


. .Þ5 Auzx, Jonas rouR. 
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MEMORIAL of the PRoPRIETORS OF Lavps | 


0 a5 10 in the Iftand Sym ee 45885 
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bis To the Right: 3 the Earl af 9 
- + BOROUGH, his Majeſty's Principal Secretary 


b of State for the Colonies. 


” 


The Manonzaguof the 8 of "FI in 


ne now in London, in behalf of themſelves 


„ Humpty MEW In, 


2 HAT e e r Gene ner Mat. 


vill in the ſaid iſtand, diſquiets and animoſi- 
« © bg to take place, and latterly had increafed 


„te fo great 4 degree, that the whole iſtand was in 


«+ the: Re ate eee and re 10 


8 8 That e ben bie „vid the and; 


< peace and quiet was re-eſtabliſhed, the ſame as be- 
his fieſt arrival in the Government. Op : 
vita, 3 

That the Memorialifts being : fu the 
© beſt information from the iſland, that his return 


= 5 would revive again thoſe diſtractions and ani- | 


endes . er bans dd Ges u. . 


©. 


Mn: The) cherefore WY 1 his % out 
£ of compamon to his infant Colony, will be gra- 
© ciouſ] ' pleaſed to. ag his return to that Go- 


< ve ve 


s enn. 4 Torn 8 


* WiLLiam PULTENEY. © WILLIAM n= 


S Willlam MacinTtosn. . DUMARESQ, | 
5 ue MiCcHAEL SCQTT, , MaciEans, .. 
Fopmony Probproor. 


1 This wes in EE RARER public meeting. 


« 2nd the principal inhabitants nn ty | 


* 
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0 < To — Kine rl 
2 The humble Addreſs of the Repreſentatives. of the 


* Llands:of Got ene . 
= ral Aﬀſembly, . N 


Ys May it pleaſe your 1 . 
W your Majeſty's moſt dutiful, yn — 
faithful ſubjects, the Repreſentatives: of the 
e people of your iſlands of Granada and the Grana- 
e dines, beg leave, with the greateſt humility, to ap- 
< proach. your ſacred. perſon, to lay before your Ma» 
s jeſty the diſtreſs this Colony has, for a conſiderable 
time paſt, laboured under, from the yiolence and | 


8 2 of your enn * 


he enen fs the welfare and aid of 
* all your Majeſty's ſubjects, however remote, which 
your Majeſty has demonſtrated on ſo many impor- 

b tant occaſions, inſpires us with the . coftz 
— n,, n, 


We berg alwiys confdeved that . aint 
* branches of the legiſlature ought to be free and 
b independent of each other; and therefore could not 
delp obſerving, with concern, the ſtrong interpo- 
$ ſition of the other two branches in elections of 
Members to ſerve in the General Aſſembly, and 
|  F the partiality of Returning Officers, who are wary 
| F named by the Commander in Chief, *' > 


The Aſſembly, under the- neceſſity of ſhewing 
b their pee of ſuch meaſures, and ga 
k « larly 


— 


© larly of Returning Officers aſſuming to themſelves 


. © the. right of taking or refuſing votes at their plea- 


* ſure, upon a complaint made to them, ſummoned 
© before them a Returning Officer, and after an exa- 
© mination of witneſſes three days, when it was 


_ ©. fully proved, that he refuſed ſeveral. votes for a can- 


© didate, and could only give for reaſon, That he | 
E "Hoes fem to be a Roman Catholic: Watte 


— Tbe Aſſembly, ſtudious of giving an © Ml of - 
© moderation, ſimply condemned him and a Juſtice 
* of the Peace, who, at the ſame election, had or- 

* dered a candidate and his agent into NY, to ac- 
N d Git 16s {pat of he 8 

. This fubinilon 10 88 obſiinate x man- 

ner, refuſed to make; _ which eee 
* to Ang common __ | ji 


* The i a _ when ah Houſe of 


| 5 Aſſembiy did not ſtand prorogued, they were taken 
out by Patrick Maxwell and Robert Turner, Eſ- 


1 quires, Members of the Council and Aſſiſtant Judges; 


and before the Aſſembly could again meet, they were 


+ prorogued: notwithſtanding this prorogation, the 


5 . Council continued to ſit, conſidering themſelves ill 


© in their legiſlative capacity, publiſhed their minutes 
s of the 11th and 15th of January, wherein they paſ- 
4 fed the moſt virulent and abuſive reſolutions, con- 


ceerning the Aſſembly, grounded on the n wes 
b repreſentation of facts. | 


218 The Aſſembly, though deeply Fs with the 


c 3 ſuch proceedings on the part of the 
Council, 


IND/RO DUCTION, . 


« Council, beg leave only to obſerve, that the Grand 
Jury, duly. ſummoned, and conſiſting entirely of 
© the natural-born ſubje&ts, and the principal inha- 
© bitants of. the Colony, thought it their indiſpen- 
© ſible duty, unanimouſly to addreſs your Majeſty's 
© Governor to call che Aſſembly which 9 


s, bo... | 
a * 7 * 314 - 2 * 0 ; * 
[2 * 4 : Q * 4 6 - 


W 
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7 Moſt ieee L iii 

© We are extremely mortified to find it . 
on us at preſent, to acquaint your Majeſty of the 
difficulties this Colony has already experienced, and 
is ſtill likely to feel, from the obſtruction of pub- 
lic buſineſs, owing ſolely to the wanton and cabal- 
ing ſpirit of thoſe in power, and their oonſtant at- 
< tempts to vilify and overbear 1 
4 de In of this rn f9.zKowv + 


— 77 3&6 2 * *. tf n K N 


We 2 enumerating the many. gore of ©. 

© artifice and intrigue- practiſed here, founded on 
« authority, and tending only to the gratification of 
individuals, convinced that your Royal Juſtice, 
which has ever been extended to the meaneſt of 
your ſubjects, will aſſure to this Colony a * 


4 eee e eee 


8 


1 
35 8 


C Signed by * U of the Houſe, 
© Arbxanper WINNIETT, Speaker,” 


I rv ro &&TTON 


F + ”% ia 2 aßen * 
1 4 "ay 1 > 


# 4 


I 4 


o "of the 1 1 Houſe of ths, 
to Lieutenant Governor Fitzmaurice, upon their 
meeting the 27th Augult 1768, after * ** 
ture of Governor MMU 


5 3 * 4 1 1 - 


5 * May it pleaſe your Honovt,. Y a Evo 


FE his Majeſty's moſt dirtiful, ' loyal; uy 
5 faithful ſubjecta, the Repreſentatives of the 
e of his Iſlands of Granada and Granadines, 


in. General Aſſembly, beg leave 10 thank your Ho- 
4 nour for your Speech, and to offer our hearty con- 


„ gratulations on your ſucceſſion to the Adminiſtra- 
5 tion” of this Government. We are ſo much the 
. the intereſting oecaſion, that from 


your character, and the marks you give of an up- 


right, impartial, and diſintereſted conduct, we ex- 
pet that you will fulfil towards theſe' Colonies, 


the good. intention of our moſt gracious Sovereign, 
= for the proſperity and happineſs of all his people; 


und that we ſhall be relieved from the confufior, 


1 1. and diſtreſſes, unto which we have been 


and unmeritedly plunged by the oppreſſion = 
: and artifices af a defigning man, whoſe. ſtation ought | 
* to have 3 into _ e, principles. 


£ Wwe 3 e Lois. will be afſured, that 
© it is, and always has been, our moft ſincere incli- 
* nation, as well as it is our duty to make every effort 


that can contribute to the perfect ſecurity, tranquil- 


© lity, and welfare of theſe Colonies : and as it al- 


© ways has been our ſtudy to avoid every motive, | 
* which had not for its object the public good, it ſhall - 


© conſtant! y 


4 
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4 conſtantly be Hur chief care, „ the. 
4 an N e 


4 mote. * 55 1 — 151 2 18 2 + >. 


Fs 4 Fi #}* 1 } . 2 


* dee Vite pe”, 


£53 £513 7 SON * 


10 ue LG Malboragh laid - nN 
opinion) very properly, thar:theſsfeverd! Merserials, 
and other applications, being conceived in general 


terms, without any ſpeeiſie charge, he did not think 
it adviſeable ta propoſe any 0 to his „ 


c on * * 


Fil as 


| This 8 1 a Letter to Land Hillborvngh, in 
cio partigular 5 of charge vIö f »® 30 * 


| 


Lieutenant Colonel Jonss voss 


dated the 31ſt of October 1769. incloſing the Ar- 
ticles of 8 


- * e — v DE 
* 2 5 4 * 4 '*; 
$ 4 : * 2 * 1 * *.4 a 6 4 4 ef 


* 3 Wer e of bro ot - 


WEN a General Gage — e 
Governor Melvill for his miſconduct ix iss 
adminiſtration of juſtice in Granada, it was done 


out of tenderneſs to that Gentleman 1 — 
of PONY: eee 20 72 


4 dane 
© The object of that charge was ſolely to prevent 
© 4 renewat of thoſe deſtructive feuds and animoſities 


* which had ſubfiſted during the entire period of His 
* Adminiſtration, which have happily ſubſided dur- 

ing his abſence, but which' muſt nee 
N «hats gon ee IRE 
: Fl . 0 55 + > 


No 


3 


rn 
— — 


— 


5 


_ Hott nt ction 


Ns perſonal injury was intended to Mr. Mels 
„Il but fince that Gentleman thinks proper to make 
"© the objection, and ſtate it as a hardſhip, that a Ge- 


© neral Charge ſhould be brought againſt him with- 


© gut ſpecifying facts in ſupport of it, I have the ho-—- 
© nour of tranſmitting to your Lordſhip ſome of the 
E particular articles. upon which we found dur com- 
« plaints of Governor Melvill's Adminiſtration, aa 
1 oppreſſive, and arbitrary. A 
II. have'the honour to be, 


| 246 „„ Yip ork, your Lordſhip's Fr 


; 3 „ humble = a 1 
« 1 ] "RAY * 8 * : 5 


* . 2 Aus: en, 


270 the Earl of Hillſborough, dne of his 's 
a z Principal Secretaries of N 7 wory 


* 4 * > S437 


The foregoing Letter ſtill proving  unfatisabtory 
to Lord Hillſborough, who wiſhed. to throw the de- 
ciſion on his Majeſty's Council, upon his — 
e another Letter was wrote. 


8 * 


| Copyof Lernen n Colonel "IS 
TONE to Lord HitLsB0ROUGH, London, * 
* iſt, 1769. | 


© MyLozy, 1 
15 conſulted with the . Gentlemen 
ho ſigned the Requeſt to your Lordſhip as Se- 
7 .cretary. of State for the Colonies, that Mr. Mel- 
6 vill might not be ſent back to diſturb the Govern- 
© ment, and diſtract the inhabitants of Granada; 
| | ad 
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and who likewiſe approved of the Articles of Charge 
© which were ſelected and giyen in as particular in- 
ſtances of miſconduct to inforce that Requeſt; and. 
I have communicated to them what your Lordſhip 
dual relative to thoſe Articles, namely, That 

they ought. to be ſigned by ſomebody who. made 
« themſelves. reſponſible to prove them—And that 
8 rr 
jeſty in Council. 


Fo. The Anſwer which they have 8 | 


to your Lordſhip, * ſukject, is as follows. 


[: They agree. that the "Articles ought to be igel 
« and. they thought that the ſubſcribed Letter ac- 


companying them was a full evidence of their au- 
< thenticity.; but to prevent any doubt on that head, I 
now incloſe a Copy ſigned, with one additional 

Charge. Wich reſpect to the form of a Petition 
< to his Majeſty in Council, they object to that mom”. 
| © as being liable to involve. them in much expence 
< and trouble. They are. far from wiſhing that Mr. 
Melvill, or any man living, ſhould be condemned 
without hearing what he has to ſay in his defence, 
and examining into his conduct; but they conceive 


* 
" - = 


that ſuch opportunity may be fully given without 


6 conſidering them as proſecutors in a judicial man- 
ner before the King and Council; they conſider 
| + this Complaint as a matter of State, concerning 


* which his Majeſty, by 8 
C 85 ö 
It they were to proceed a es” 
$, gy: would add; many other Axticles of oppreſſion 
| bd. | 


- + not 


_ 


3 


Ly 
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not leſs | notorious, though, from the diſtanee 


Sof the place, more difficult of proof; but they 
6 have ſelected thoſe * Articles, as being conſtitu- 
tional points on which the Liberty of the ſub- 


Eject in the Colonies depend, and as being ca- 


pable of immediate proof, to thoſe who are defiivan” 
to examine; all of them, depending upon the Pub- 
lie Records of the country, without ſending for 
« perſons from ſuch an immenſe diſtance; But if the 
* accuſations in themſelves are thought of ſo frivo- 
<Jous a nature, that they would not be ſufficient (if 


proved) to induce the removal of a man of Mr. 


s Melvill's intereſt, it is of little uſe to enter into a 


long train of Common Law proof and diſcuſſion 


concerning them, If, on the contrary, the Ar- 
<- ticles are ſufficient to induce the removal of Mr. 
Melvill, ſuppoſing them true, the ſeveral minutes 
of the Council and Aſſembly, to which the princi- 
* -accuſations relate, were tranſmitted to your 
* Lordſhip? s office, and other authentic Copies are 
now in England, ready to be produced; together 


with atteſtations of the proceedings of the Courts 


of Juſtice, to en the e matters of en 
tion wana] | 
I have the beer to de 
"i wr pr ge 
ney | your Loedihip's. 40 
% 1 moſt obedient and wok. 
—!: 0 humble 1 
in 1 ALEX. JoansTaANE, 
Dated, $ London, ee e 
5 © Decemb. iſ, 8 | FM 
"""F> the Right Honourable the Earl 61 Hin lsno- 
'5 ROUGH, one of his Majeſty' 's Principal Secretaries 
t of State for the ele 


In ee this Letter, + Lit Hnizanongvon =” 


hh: ner 1 4 EA ION. 

38111 | wor 
BY Y: « Whichall, December 150. me. 
«$18; 8 1558 9 8 3 


1 Am to acquaint vou, that i in 1 e to bis 
ajefty's s command, I have laid the Paper ſigned 

c by you, containing Articles af Complaint againſt 
6 Governor Melvill, together with the Letter ac- 


0 companying it, before his ! moſt Hogour-- Pa 


* 1 
c able * FAILS Council. | 8 aft 
ERS ET 27 ATE Ia IF . 
* 1 5 
yi am, 5 
. |; Y Nn * 1 QC #4 7 
„n le * 94 121 1 
i nk aaa Your moſt 3 * 
5 1 . _ * « » + 4 4 
oe i ee da 25 humble ſervant, .. 
J «Pt ECL COT TT: £- Y 4 b 
113 eee bun- annnenouen. 


* 45 Lieutenant Colonel Alexander b chaſe, ne.“ 6 
2 TW T's | 3 8 
No further notice was 8 of. thoſs . 
till the day before the meeting of Parliament; nor 
could Colonel Johnſtone learn, after repeated appli- 
5 n whether there would be a public hearing or 
not. Mr. George Johnſtone, N day, went to the, 
„ Councils by the delire of his brother, WAA 
ſick, — vo ar af was true, pen | 
nor Melvill was really going abroad, with the permiſſion 
„ of f Government, without anſwering the Charges againſt 
E. him. Mr. George Johnſtane ſaw . Mr. Sharp and Mr. 
| Cotterell, Clerks; of the Council, . Mr. Sbarp faid,, : 
1 he had heard that Governor Melvill was going with- 
o. qut anſwering, the Charges; but, as far as he knew. 
of t W of the Office, he could not believe it. 
F - 0:2 Mr. 


INT ROD TT. 


Mr. Cotterell ſaid, That he believed that Governor 
Melvill was going with the apprabation of the King's, 
Miniſters, if he was nog already departed ; that Lieut, 
Colonel: Jolinſtong had ſubmitted the matter to his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, as an affair of State, and they, had 
reſolyed upon it, Mr. George Johnſtone aſked, If the 
eee 67. he des 
alluded to in the Complaint, or to the proceedings 
of the Courts of Juſtice, which could only be atteſted 
by viva voce evidence, for which purpoſe Mr, Mack- 
intoſh attended in town, who was preſent in, the 
Iſland during thoſe tranſactions. Mr, Cottrell freely 
acknowledged that their Lordſhips never had thought 
of ſuch a meaſure; and upon looking at the Lets 
ters with Mr. Sharp, it was confeſſed by all, that 
they lay in the ſame ſupine ſtate in which they had 
been tranſmitted by Lord Hillſborough. Mr, Cots 
terell then ſaid, That Lord Hillſborough had conſi- 
dered the matter, and given his opinion, Mr, George 
Johnſtone replied, 'If Lord Hillſborough has given his 
opinion, that Goyernor Melvill ſhould be ſent back to 
Grinada, it is yery different from an opinion he for- 
merly gave, which was; * that he thought'Mr;, Mel 
© ils conduct in his Government very unjuſtiffable in 
many reſpects.. Mr. George Johnſtone further ſaid, 
Gentlemen, you will take notice, that I deliver x 
13 in the name of my brother, who is now ill 
and confined to his bed; that he is ready, upon the 
8 production of the Minutes of Council and'Afembly, 
to make good the different charges againſt Governor 
$ Melvin which he has fubſcribed,” 'Tam very conſeſ- 
tous what muſt be the fate of an Enquiry into a mat- | 
tet which ſeems alread) Shen even bifore it is 
109 917 ver mi nel} 


. 


. 000000 


was always refuſed, under pretence that this leaye 


ing the whole of this time. 


* 
ANTRODUCTION wa 
t 6xamined*ihto ;-but ſtill my brother inifiſts upon u 


t public mürneg, that the diſgrace may fall upon thoſe 
ho merit it. Whether the above converſation, or 


the meeting of Parliament, or what other motives ope- 
rated whieh did not occur before the 8th Januaty, is 
left to the reader to determine. The fact isz that 
next morning, Governor Melvill was formally ordered 


to-anfwerythe 8 exhibited againſt bim. 


Governor Melvil Sanin employed in preparing 


_ this Anſwers till che 6th' February, during which time 


frequent application was made by Lieutenant Colonel 
Johnſtone and Mr. William Mackintoſh, fer leave to 


could not regularly be granted, without afi applica- 


ion to the Oouneil Board. After che enaſt aur a. 


ered for u. hearing: yet it appeared, at this bearing, 
that Mr. Melvill had free acceſs to-thoſe 3 


1a. 


On the 6th of February, the aforeſaid Mr. William 
Mackintoſh, Who was a Member of the Aſſembly, and a 
Juſtice of Peace in Granada, and aneye witneſs at moſt 
of the tranſactions complained of, and who could bring 
every eireumſtanee home to Mr. Melvill; Tu a- 


_cording' to the ſtrictneſs of common lau progf, foumil 


it neceſſaty, on account of his private affairs, to 
leaye town for a fortnight or three weeks, —Before he 
departed, he waited on Mr. Sharp, the Clerk of the 
Council, in company with Major Macleane, and 
ſtated to him the neceſſity of his leaving town, pfo- 
vided it was compatible with his appearance at the 
Examination, "Be alled Mrr Charp, If Mr, A” 


xii INTRODUCTION. 


| had given in his Anſwers, or when it was expected. 
MIX. Sharp ſaid, he did not know that Mr. Melvill 


had given in his Anſwers, neither did he know 
when be would give in his Anſwers. But at any 
rate, Mr, Mackintoſh might ſafely leave town for 
a:\fortnight or three weeks, as it was impoſſible the 
Couneil would give leſs time to Colonel Johnſtone to 
reply, and to inſtruct his counſel, than they had given 
to Mr. Melvill to prepare his Anſwers, 


790 Erg "A S177 


Logs Bade this aden Mr. Mackint6ſh left n 
e eth. The fame evening it would appear Mr. 
Melvill delivered i in his Anſwers. On the 8th Lieu- 


tenant Colonel Johnſtone received 98 bp I” 
from me. Cotterell. 11 55 422411 f 4 8? £ n 


ornate a Le Cm Mr. 8 Clerk of 

the Council, dated Council Office, Feb. 7th, 1790, 

informing Lieutenant Colonel Johnſtone, that Go- 
vernor Melvill had lodged his Anſwer to che W 
plaints h him. 


875 1 137 * 


185 


Sag I 3 "ar Council Office, Wendy 
1 8 * 7th Feb. 1770. g 


R. a preſents his ethane; to PI 


| 55 EO nel Johnſtone, and acquaints him, that Go- 
* yernor Melvill, yeſterday, lodged in the Council 


FT: © his Anſwers to the Eight Articles of Com 
plaint exhibited Wen Aa | 


Colonel Johnſtone . * at the "7 ook 


<l Office; and requeſted to ſee the Anſwers, but was 


refuſed, until he applied in form to the Lord Preſi- 
dent.— On the ſame m7 he wrote to the Lord preſi- 
dent. ; 


Copy 


1 CI N ** 8 * nn * * — - , _ = a . 
0 : X F 5 . TRI 
4 k 
, 4 ; 
why | | 2 
* 
? - 
- 


INT as D POP PI in 


bo 2 1 2 4» EY 

Copy e of a Lake ſent to ata Gowns, 3 Feb. _ 
1770. 

3 London, Sth 2 1770. 

A y len, 5 ; PE i i 


Have receiyed information from your Lordſhip's 
Office, that an Anſwer has been lodged by Go- 
© yernor Melvill to the Articles of C omplaint which 
© were ſigned. by me, and delivered to the Earl of 
c Hillborough againſt him: 1 am likewiſe informed, 
© that it is a rule in the Office, never to allo the 
« peruſal of any papers, or copies of them to be 
<, delivered to any perſon, without an application to 
< the Board, or to the Lord Preſident, for an order. 
I therefore requeſt, your Lordſhip will be pleaſed te 
© order a Copy of Governor Melvill's Anſwer to be 
« delivered to me, as the n en in "” 
e "> "tee bat 
= = * T hav the honbut 8 be. T4871. * 
My Lord, your Lanes ef? 
1 moſt obedient and moſt; _ 
Humble ſervant, 
« ALEX. Jouusronx. 


8. To the + Kit 8 Earl Gower, Preſident 
AA 22 Council,” 


wt 
9 
1 42 1 


# 


* 
1 * . 4 « * 2 * * * . ons $4 - 
1 q 7 . 1 rng: if * J r - , wig 
EY * c 3 3 ＋ wn * * : . 
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On the 17th, at 3 o'clock, Lieutenant Colonel 
' Johnſtone received the following Letter from Mr. 


Mr. CorrEREL, Council Office, Feb. 16th, 1770. 
tranſmitting a Copy of Governor Melvill's Anſ- 
wer, and notifying, that Hearing was ordered for 
T ueſday the 20th. Rectived 3 0 clock Afterndon 
er the ch. DEN. 


ene Council one 16th Feb. 1770, 
$i! 8 Ry 455 s 
21 Tranſmit n e en off (over 

::-nor 'Melvilt's' Anſwer to the ſeveral Articles of 
«Complaint exhibited againſt him, which was made 
Hut purſuant” to your requeſt, and has been ready 
© ſince Monday laſt; and am at the fame time to ac - 
aquaint you, that the Lords of the Council have ap- 
pointed to meet in the Council Chamber, at the 
« Cockpit, Whitehall, bn Tueſday next the 20th 
< inſtant, at 10 o'clock in the forenoon, to take the 
6 baid n Anſwer into conſideration. 


Mt Tam, 
” FN is Sir, 
ens 0 Your moſt obedient 
© humble ſervant,” 


i en, Corman,” 


The ent Colonel immediately 1 the * 
lowing memarial to Lots Gower 4%: 


INTRODUCTION, ix 
Copy of the Mzemortat ſent to Lord Gown, 
Feb. 17th, 1770, for Ne time to On” an 
Anſwer for the Hearing. N | 


« To the Right Honourable 5 * . Lord 
| « Preſident of his Majeſty's Council. 


© The Masson Tal of Lieutenant Cato! Jhatone 


Hungry SHEWETH, 


© HAT he did not ebe the Antec lodged a at 

the Council Office by Governor Melvil, to the 
$: Complaints delivered to the Earl of Hillſborough 
< againſt him until this * * maren. i 
< near three. o'clock, ._ : . age #7 | 


' : 44 watt 
* 


t by the Jos PO of Gon "Malian, in 8 
a « delivering i in his Anſwers, a Gentleman (Mr. Mac- 
_ © intoſh} one of the principal evidences, found him- 


. © ſelf obliged to go upon very prefling buſineſs to the 
ebuntry, for a fortnight or three weeks ; but previ- 


© ouſly. to his going, he conſulted with one of the 
_© Clerks of the Council, (Mr. Sharp) who was of 


© opinion he could not be wanted in that time. 


_ © ns as Wedneſday the 20th, at 10 o'clock in 
©: the- forenoon,' is fixed for the day of hearing the 
Complaints and Anſwers,” the Memotialiſt refers it 
© to Lord Gower's conſideration, if tbres days is not 
< too ſhort time to conſider upon an Anſwer to a very 
long paper, that has reer ee 
two months in compoſing. 2 : 
$ Therefore requeſts the Hearing m may be put off, 
for at leaſt eight or ten days longer. 
TY On 
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On the 18th he received another Letter from Mr, 
S __ Cs $24 N oh 


115 1 Council Office, 15th Feb. 1770, 
defiring to know what Papers are to be produced | 
. by the Board of f Trade. e | 


4 4 bids . Pl 


„ a 
2 I Trouble you with this, t to „ deſire, you | will be 
pleaſed to tranſmit to me, as ſoon as poſfible, a 

© liſt of the ſeveral papers lying i in the Secretary of 
© State's Office, which may be neceſſary * to be laid 
S before the Eats of the Council, in ſupport of the 
< ſeveral Articles of Complaint” exhibited by you 
© Hin. Governor Melvill, that te ſame may. be 


— Whitehall, Council Ofkee, 170 Fed. 1770: 


© got INT againſt Tueſday next. 
| ted fete, 5.48 2 I am, 3 11 
n , Your moſt +" — 


humble ſervant, * 


4 Srern. COTTRELL, 


* An Jounsron, Eg 


In Anfwer-to which, Mr. Cottrell was deſired to 
2 the Minutes of Council and men n 
1 whole time Mr. n mes. 

. e Colonel Jan ans then wrote the fol 
lowing Card to Lord G wTrt. 


- g 5 N ; 
# pf TM : * y * 7 4 - 
ks #25 ; 


4 1 1 
* I 
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Copy of a-CaRD ſent to Lord Gower, by Linus. 8 
gnant Colonel Jann ee Feb. 18, 1770. 


IEUTENANT Colonel 1 88 

his compliments to Lord Gower. He did himſelf ö 
< the honour of calling upon his Lordſhip this morn- 
© ing, to explain the equity of Colonel Johnſtone's 
* requeſt for putting off the Hearing of Governor 
Melvill's caſe for eight or ten days; eſpecially as 
2 Mr William*Mackintoſh,” a principal evidence” to 
-* authenticate'ſome public papers, is'now abſetit:” Mr. | 
© Mackititoſh'delayed for feverat weeks his going out 
of town, though preſſed by buſineſs of conſequence, 
© in expectation of the hearing coming on; dy Mr. 
_ © Melvill putting in his anſwer, which however 
did not happen for near two months after the arti. 
e cles of charge were delivered to Mr. Melvill: and 
Mr. Mackintoſh, having at laſt waited upon MI. 
Sharpe, one of the clerks of council, and acquainted 
him of the "neceſſity he was under of going out 
« of town, Mr. Sharpe aſſured him he was of opinion 
he might ſafely go on his, private affairs for a fort- 
c night, and that the trial ould not be. brought on 
6 before his return. 


2 eee Colonel 12 3 ao to 
© have mentioned to his Lordſhip, that as it appeared 
© by Mr. Melvill's anſwer, that ſome very important 
© conſtitutional points would occur to be diſcuſſed at 
© the hearing of this caſe, he apprehended it would 
de proper to have the aſſiſtance of counſel, who 
could not be inſtructed without. the ny of ſome 
i TO | 4 
| 6 L | 
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© Lieutenant Colonel J ohnſtone will be ready to 

e 1 Lord Gower at any hour to- morrow morn- 

ing Which his. Lordſhip ſfiall appoint upon this bu- 

6 due, if any difficulty ſhould occur to his Lordſhip, 
< with reſpect to granting theſe requeſts. ; 


£ Sunday evening, Feb. 18th, 1770.” | 


"The -Lientenant Colonel Signer waſted, oft 
Lord, Gower the next morning at-12 o'clock, by de- 
Are of his. Lordſhip, who acquainted. the; Lieutenant 
Colonel that as the hearing had been fixed for Tueſ- 
day, he could not as Lord Preſident put it off, but 
that ĩt muſt be done We eee en the _ 
G board, when allembled. 


. Accordingly on PO the * the following 
petition was preſented to the board, and Mr. Lee, the 


r 


02 . 
to the Lords of Privy Council, acth of Feb. 1750. 


. * Unto the Right Honourable the Lords of his 
. Majeſty's Privy Council. 8 inhiais 


J n Petition of Lieutenant Colonel 
. Alexander * * 


0 warn, 8 
« Tuar eber gave in certain „ Articles 
of charge againſt Robert Melvill, Eſq; to tile 
Earl of Hillſborough, which were by him laid before . 
*<-your Lordſhips, and to which Mr. Melvill ſome - 
N 9 3 80 * in his anſwer: TO the petitioneronly . 
0 received 


. 7 } 


* 


IN FERODUET ION. xi 


| received a copy thereof on Saturday laſt, with aſume 


That a material witneſs, William Mackintoſh, is 

8 abſent; but daily expected; without. whoſe evidence. 

| 6 the Petitioner cannot ſafely proceed to vis his. 
charge againſt the faid Mr. Melvill. 


„That the Petitioner alſo thinks it material to he. 
6 heard by counſel, as many of the charges are of a, 
s publick and legal nature, and Mr, Melvill, in his an- 


$ ſwer, has N. his defence chien upon ins of law®. 


May it ate pleaſe your Lordſhips t to put off 
the hearing of this matter for eight or ten 435 and 
to allow the Petitioner to be heard by counſel, 


6 | ALEXANDER: JOHNSTONE.” 


„ 1 Seren 5 0 
lonel Johnſtone were both called in before the Lords 


2 


of Council, Their Lordſhips ſaid they could not put 


off the hearing, as Governor Melvill ap ris bis- 
PATCHES IN. HIS rocxRTH, and that they would not 
on any point of law, counſel might then be called. 

Lord Marchmont ſaid, What can counſel tell us: 
more than we know? They will tell us the Star 
Chamber is aboliſhed, or that the ftars are in the 


firmament, rn 
— ins palin; if 
committee of his 1 10 Narr proceed to hear 


* Ak moſt of the Articles of Comglin, ane they 7 
"ey * do m. 


upon three days notice one of the moſt ſerious ac- 
cuſations which can be exhibited againſt a Governor 
in the Colonies; refuſing to delay eight or ten days, 
for à material witneſs, or to admit counſel upon ap- 
plication from the | . though the counſel was, 
then ready attending. 


4 ; „ v® . — * 
+, | * 'F 


The Court was now —— for the W of 
all perſons, — T he Tord of Council who , 
. 


& 
424 * ; ; 


be Les Preſident © 8 . 
... Right Hon. James Stewart bieten. 5 

Lord Marchmont _ | ' 

"Duke of Queenſborough | N 5 7 

Lord Kinnoul . 
Sir Gilbert Ellie 


: | Lord Barrington 2 three did not attend 


Lord Hillborough 
Lord Denbigh ON ws. 


| Maſter of the Rolls, fg, . Nos 


1 


| Colonel ee Was required to * "TD TO | 
authority he offered His complaint againſt Governor 
Melvill.—From ent mne . en mp two 


following were read. 
1 Te. Lieut, Colonel Warane abs ren n, 3 


8 IR, . 


E refer you to the Lo wrote you by 
order of the Houſe by the Committee of Cor- 
6 + reſpondence during the laſt ſeſſions z and we have 
c now. to acquaint you that we are ordered by the 
© Houſe to correſpond with you upon the very unhappy. 
9 of this iſland: We ſhall not ſay we are tore by 

8 « factions, 


* 
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headed by the Commander in Chief, molt of whom 


s goings ned men nor „ 
0 yoo NE his: tara | 


3 0 The laſt Committes of e eee on 
| © you that the Houſe had committed Mr, Robertſon 
< to the common jail for contempt, he having refufed- 
to aſk pardon of the Houſe for a breach of privilege, 
s while he acted as Returning Officer at the election 
for the town of St. George's; that very night he was 
« ſet at liberty by Mr. Maxwel and Mr. Turner, two 
Aſſiſtant Judges, and before the Aſſembly could 
again meet, they were prorogued until the x2th of 
March. The Council determined to keep no mea 
ſures with the Aſſembly, met the 13th and 15th of 
January, aſſuming to themſelves a power of ſitting by 
© themſelyes with the conſent of the Governor, though 
the Aſſembly ſtood prorogued, and publiſhed the moſt 
« falſe, ſcurrilous, and abuſive Minutes concerning.” 
_ © the proceedings of the Aſſembly, and which would 
© have been highly indecent had they been levelled 

« againſt the moſt inconſiderable 83 of men, or even 
an individual. ö 5 


5 « The Aſſembly met 8 to we es: 
and, although juſtly incenſed at the proceedings of 
* the Council, cautiouſly ayoided entering into that 
« matter until Mr, Proudfoot, Mr. Mackintoſh and 
Mr. Burrio had taken their ſeats ; ; none of theſe 
gentlemen were preſent during the proceedings 
© againſt Robertſon, and it was hoped that they would 
be eſteemed more proper judges of the ſatisfaction the 
f A ought to require, than thoſe who had been 
£ | | oY $ 9 
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6. perſonally-inſulted ; beſides, the firſt of theſe Gen- 

© tlemen, who has more property in this iſſand than 

© any\in the Council, had formerly been a Member 

of that body, but had reſigned his feat. The fecond 

4 es e r 55 
© We ſhall not trouble you with the proceedings of 

< this Houùſe fince our laſt meeting, as we ſend you 


© incloſed, by order of the Houſe, our Minutes, fo - | 
c far as they are publiſhed, alſo an authenticated copy 


of an Addreſs to his Majeſty, which his Excellency 
< was deſired to tranſmit. We muſt. defire that you 


© would take care that this Addreſs ſhall be delivered, | 


© if unfortunately the Original to be tranſmitted by his | 
© Excellency ſhall be loſt, We ſubmit to you 

© whether it will not be proper to publiſh the Addreſs 
© to his Majeſty in the London Gazette, after pre- | 
© ſenting it, and alſo to publiſh in all the London 
< papers the Minutes of the Council of the x1th and 
© 15th, together with the Reſolutions of the Aſſemblyx 
© upon thoſe Minutes. We think this is neceſſary 


for our juſtification, as we have reaſon to think that 


© the Governor and his party have taken the advan- 
© tage of our Prorogation to miſrepreſent our proceed.” 
< ings, We alſo ſubmit to you whether it may not 
© be proper to lay what we now communicate to you 
© before the Granada Club, ſeveral of whoſe Members 
© we are informed are men of the firſt property, 
deeply intereſted in the iſland, and much concerned 
for its welfare; their weight and influence may have 


the beſt effects to enable us to remove thaſe who 


< have nothing to ſupport them but N 
A — Sy 3 2 


„ 
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nd The Houſe of Aſſembly, fill willing to new an 
x example. of moder ation, brought Mr. Robertſon 


before them the 19th inſt; and previous to his coming 5 


© agreed, and he was told accordingly, that if he 
would aſk pardon of the Houſe the affair ſhould be 
dropt. He affected to anſwer evaſively, but when 
he was ordered to anſwer explicitely whether he 
had aſked pardon or not, he ohſtinately refuſed, to 
< anſwer Yes or No, continpally repeating his former 
< evalive art z upon this he was again ſent to the 
common The Houſe was no ſooner broke up 
than he 00 ſet at liberty by his Excellency. You 
will pleaſe to obſerve, although the Governor is 
Chancellor of this Iſland. by his Commiſion, yet, 
by an Act paſſed here, to Which he has given his 
« aſſent, the Court of Chancery conſiſts of four 
Members of the Council and himſelf ;' and conſe- 

© quently admitting for a moment that the Aſſembiy 
« were ever ſo wrong, and that a Chancellor, who is 
© part of the three e/fates, or a Chief Juſtice, who is 
inferior, may from their private authority diſcharge | 
< a prifaner committed by a Houſe of Aſſembly, yet 
© as he cannot by law hold a Court of Chancery by 
« himſelf, there is the height of impropriety in his 
© taking upon him to diſcharge a priſoner 9 
© by any warrant whatſoever, . , 


4 


RR „ „„ 


5 On the Manday following. the Aſſembly again 
0 met, and willing {till to ho their moderation, they 
began by taking into their conſideration a very neceſ- 

* fary Bill, recommended firſt by the Grand Jury, and 
« afterwards by his Excellency, for the mare ſpeedy 
and effectual ſuppreſſing runaway flaves, which they 
$ ad made ſome progreſs in, when they received a 
>a 6 meſſage : 


- 
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©. meſſage from: che General, recommending the im- 
mediate paſſing of this Bill. Some time after this 
a Member moved that the Provoſt Marſhal ſhould 
©: be ſent for, to enquire of him what had become of 
his priſoner, who appearing, deelared that he had 
© been ſet at liberty by the General, and at the ſame 
time delivered us a meſſage from the Generaft, 
whereby we were adjourned till the 25th ; and it is 
© very remarkable that only one hour intervened be- 
s twixt the two meſſages ſent by his Excellency. 
This is the unhappy ſituation of things at preſent, 
which muſt end in the ruin of the Iſland, unleſs 
* ſome effectual ſtop is put ta ſuch. es b 
and unjuſt proceedings. 
e . regard, Su. 
| © Your moſt obedient, and 
Granada, very humble ſervants, 
« March 22, 1768. | . 
© ALEXANDER WinxzrTt, Speaker. 
6 By order of the Committee. 


A. . ALEXANDER, Chairman.“ 


* 


Copy of another LETTER to Lieut. Colonel ALEX- 
' ANDER JOHNSTONE, which was read before the 
Committee of Council. 


5 


OUR friends have ee informed you 

that you was elected to repreſent the quarter of 

gt. David's in the Aſſembly for this Colony, and it 
gives me great pleaſure to inform you that I am in- 

c © ſtructed by the Houſe to correſpond with you and the 
Agent Mr. Maitland, with the advice of a Committee 
of five Members, Who have been appointed for that 


purpoſe 


» 


© me 
7 , 
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BM. purpoſe ; but as the Committee have reaſon to think 
that Mr. Maitland has interfered i in that very ſcanda- 
be lous proſecution that was carried on againſt you, they 


© chooſe to decline any further correſpondence with 
© him until that point is cleared up, only to ſhew 


| © their diſapprobation of ſome Acts which paſſed laſt 


6 Aſſembly, and of thoſe violent meaſures carried on | 
© againſt you by certain Juſtices of the Peace. I ſend 
« you incloſed a Copy of our Letter to him, and we 


k muſt defire you would immediately acquaint us 


whether he has been any way officious in your 


3 1 that the Houſe may determine what may be 


proper to be done with regard to him. In the mean 


time we expect from your property in this Iſland, 
© from your zeal for the happineſs and the liberties of 
this Colony, that you will readily join us, as a 
Member, to vindicate our privileges, which have 
| © been moſt unjuſtly and moſt violently attacked; and 


that you may be the better enabled to do fo, I ſhall 
© give you an account of the very extmnondinery pro- 


«9 N of the Council. 
3 Moſt people were ſenſible that the laſt Aſſembly 


© were rather haſty in many of the Bills they paſſed, 
particularly an Act © for eftabliſhing a Militia for 
< the defence of this Iſland +,” and an Act for de- 


_ © claring “ the feveral articles Martial Law ſhall 


<« conſiſt of; and. were rather profuſe in the diſpoſal 


of the Publie Money; and they were fully deter- 


< minefl, by having leſs complaifance for the recom- 


tion of great men, to make ſuch a choice at 


'+ This Act Has ſince been repealed, as well as moſt of the other laws, 


they having been declared by the Report of the Board of Trade, to be the 


W „ - 


a 
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© the enſuing elections of men of property and charac- 
© ter they knew as would inſure more care in what 
ry Bills were paſſed, and leſs profuſion in 225 3 
9 of the Publie Money. Th, 
th. The election for the town of St. George came 
© on firſt, when Mr. John Baptiſt de Monchy was 
© ſet up as a Candidate by ſore perſons duly qualified 
to vote; Mr. Robertfon, Returning Officer, afked 
"Ee him if he was a Roman Catholic, which he refuſed 
© to anſwer, ſaying he had no right to put the queſtion 
to him, but that he did not prefent himſelf a candi- 
« date as' a Roman Catholic, but as a new ſubject. 
Mr. Robertſon abſolutely refuſed to take the votes 
for Mr. De Monchy, whereupon Mr.Cazeaud, as at- 
© torney for De Monchy, began to read a proteſt ; Mr. 
© Robertſon aſked him if he was qualified to vote at 
© that election, and upon being anſwered in the nega- 
© tive, he told him he had no right to ſay a word 
© there; upon this Mr. De Monchy took the paper 
© and began to read it, and upon being. ſtopped ſeve- 
© ral times left it on the table, Mr. Robertſon and one 
John Nethercot, a Juſtice of Peace, frequently. 
© calling for the Conſtables, and ordering Mr. Cazeaud 
and De Monchy to be taken into cuſtody and turned 
© out of doors, contrary to the liberty of elections and 
© the privileges of Aﬀembly. Mr. Robertſon, not 
„ ſatisfied with this, in place of applying to the 
Aſſembly, Highly contrary to our privileges, writes 
A Letter to his Excellency General Melvill, com- 
* plaining of the proceeding of De Monchy and 
_ © Cazeau, in this manner wanting ta bring before 
another branch of the Legiſlature the proceeding 
_ * that happened at an election. Soon after a moſt 
* infamous 


* 


ac- 


ſal 
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c infamaus Memorial or Petition was moſt induſ- 
« triouſly handed about for ſubſcriptions, tending to 
< alienate the minds of his Majeſty's old ſubjects from 
s thoſe newly adopted, and clearly with a. view to 
+ intimidate the new ſubjects from voting at elections. 
This Memorial was addreſſed to the General and 
£ Council—you have herewith a Copy of it. The 
s Council appointed a Committee, who ſummoned 


' © Mr. Cazeau and De Monchy to appear before them; 


Mr. Cazeau anſwered, that his buſineſs prevented 


2 being able to wait upon them; the meſſenger 


could not find de Monchy. The Committee of 
Council upon this iſſued their warrant to take 
Cazeau into cuſtody, which was accordingly exe- 


© cuted; and when he was brought before them they 
| © were going to queſtion him, when he told them that 
| © he had adviſed with Counſel, and that they had 


< adviſed him to anſwer no queſtions, upon which he 


was kept three days in jail for contempt, after 


£ which he thought proper to ſign an apology of a 
< vety extraordinary nature, dictated by the Council; 


- © It was publiſhed in many ſucceſſive Gazettes, and 1 
here ſend you one of them for your peruſal. Mr. 
_ £. Cageau was liberated, and ordered to appear ano- 
CG ther day, but did not, and is ſuppoſed to have failed 


for Europe, Soon after, the whole Signers of the 
+4 Proteſt that was taken at the election of the town of 


St. George were ſummoned to appear before the Com- 
mittee of the Council; they appeared, and were ille- 
+ gally bound over under exorbitant ſureties to appear 
© at the Quarter Seſſions. Some time after this the Aſ- 
ſembly met; application was made to his Excellency 


to defire he would lay before the Houſe a Memorial 
1 s to him and the Council of ſeveral of the 
1 It, N 0 
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, O14 Subjects againſt the New, relating to fomething 
that happened at the election for the town ofSt.George 
together with all papers relating to that election, which 
© had been preſented to him; he accordingly ordered 
* a Copy of it to be ſent us, together with a Copy of 
* a Letter from W. Robertſon, Eſq; and a Copy of 
+ the Proteſt taken by ſome of the new ſubjects at 
8 that election. The Houſe were aſtoniſhed to find 
£ this Memorial ſigned by above two hundred, moſtly 
* of the loweſt of the populace, Ar Clerks, 
s ſailors, and indented ſervants, few of them of the 
rank of managers of eſtates. The Houſe imme- 
£ diately appointed a Committee of Privileges and 
Elections, with liberty to ſend for perſons, papers, 
£ and records, juſtly ſenſible that this Memorial could 
+ never take its riſe from the ſubſcribers, but that 
they muſt have been ſet on by ſome of higher rank, 
* who had particular reaſons for not appearing. And 
C accordingly it was proved by the declaration of 
« Moritz Hartman, Taylor, and Harry Munro, Clerk, 
< (who by the by prevaricated very groſly) that he, 
£ Harry Munro, received the Memorial from Mr. 
* Simpſon, the GeneraPs Secretary, and was defired 
by him to carry it about for ſubſcriptions ; that he 
made uſe of his name to prevail on people to ſign it, 
« and even uſed threats in Mr, Simpſon's s name for 


8 that purpoſe. | 


— 


In the mean time a petition was er by 
Mr. Devoconu, and Lamolie, complaining that 
: being duly qualified to vote at the election for the 
town of St. George, they offered to vote for De 
1 Monchy, but were refuſed by W. Robertſon, Eſq; 
the Returning Officer. The Committee made ſome | 
8 enquiry into it, and they reported to the Houſe ” 
they 
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they were of opinion that Mr. Robertſon was 
aguilty of a high breach of privilege, Mr. Robert- 
© ſon was ordered to attend the Houſe, and was allowed 
counſel; three days were ſpent in hearing evidences 


© on both ſides; and it appearing clearly that Mr. 
© Robertſon had refuſed to take the votes for Mr. 
De Monchy, that he had ordered Mr. Cazeau, and 
Mr. DeMonchy, to be taken into cuſtody and turned 

< out of doors, and that he had applied to the Gover- 


« nor, in a matter of election; and it appearing alſo, 


© during the courſe of the evidence, that John Ne- 
© thercot had behaved in a very arbitrary and oppreſſive 


manner at that election, in the capacity of a Juſtice 
of Peace, he was alſo ordered to attend and allowed 
© counſel... The houſe came to ſeveral reſolutions, in 


c order to inſure the future freedom of elections, 


which you will ſee by the incloſed Gazette. As 


< this was what was almoſt ſolely aimed at, the Houſe 
came to a very moderate reſolution with regard to 
„Mr. Robertſon: and Nethercot, that they ſhould 
© be taken into cuſtody, brought to the bar, and there 
acknowledge their fault, and beg pardon. of the 
£ Houſe. This ſentence they moſt inſolently refuſed 
to comply with. They were immediately ordered 
to be ſent to the common jail, to remain until they 
« ſhould give ſatisfaction to the Houſe for the breach 
© of privilege, and ſubmit to their ſentence, The 
< Houſe, contrary to their cuſtom of fitting only 
until 2 o'clock *, fat that day until 8 at night, in 
t order to give the init time to reflect and obtain 
< their liberty; but no apology appearing, the Houſe 
< was that day adjourned. for the Chriſtmas holidays, 
s until: the 13th, but that night Mr. Robertſon and 


| * 1. the þ hot countries, buſineſs is generally dans in the morning. 
; c 4 , Nether- 


by NESS DECODE; * 


8 Nethercot, were brought before Mr. Turner and 
Mr. Maxwell, two of the aſſiſtant judges and mem- 
© bers of the Garnet by a writ of habeas corpus, 
and fet at liberty, in the moſt open contempt and 
violation of the privileges of the houſe, In this 
_ © ſituation things ſtand ; but I am convinced the 
 * Houſe is fully deterinined to raiſe no money until they 
get ample ſatisfaction for this freſh infult : in the 
mean time, agreeable to the order of the Houſe, 1 
b hhaye acquainted you fully with every thing that 
© has happened, and I amconvinced, from your known 
_ © zeal for the good of the Colony, from the duty you 
© owe ta the aſſembly of Granada, as a member of 
it, you will do every thing” in your power to vin- 
dicate our privileges by repreſenting the whole affair 
to his Majeſty and his Miniſters, and in obtaining 
* fuch redreſs as is becoming the dignity of the Houſe. 
of Aſſembly, and ſhall inſure the freedom of elections. 
I need hardly mention to you the neceſſity of leaving 
no power whatever with the Returning Officer to 
+ judge of the qualifications'of a Candidate, as the Re- 
turning Officer in this Iſland is always named by the 
General, and they are always Counſellors, if there 
4. Happens to be any in the quarter. And accordingly 
the Act for Election leaves the Returning Officer no 
power, but declares expreſsly that all queſtions 
concerning Elections ſhall only be cognizable by the 
* Aﬀembly, I need hardly mention to you that 
there is the greateſt impropriety in the Council, wha 
are a ſeparate branch of the Legiſlature, taking cog- 
* nizance of any thing relating to Elections for 
Members to ſerve in the Aſſembly, or their being 
f Returning Officers; and ſtill more in affiſtant 
F ; (embers « of the n releaſing priſoners 
| _ | committed 


— 
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committed for contempt during a fimple adjourn- 


ment, of which they can ſhow no inſtance e Nee 


6 "007 1 our r happy nene rer n 
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* have not obtained the Royal Aſſent, that you will 
make all the oppoſition to them in your power, as we 
« find they are extremely diſagreeable to our Conſti- 
* tuents; and indeed there will be no poſſibility of 
* taking care of our eſtates, if all the White People 
are frequently taken away from them to attend the 
+ Exerciſe, to be ſubject to the very ſevere diſcipline 
and puniſhments, and many gther hardſhips, which 
„you will fee particularly mentioned in the Act. As 
< theſe things affect you equally with the whole Iftand, 
I make no doubt but you will give all the oppoſitian 
to them in your power. I ſend you the Acts, that 
wu -you may ” the better enabled to judge of them, _ 
I lam moſt N Ms 
3A 7 . | 55 
VVV Vour N 
Granada, 85 + humble ſeryant, 


| 6 Alux Wranrerr, Speke? 
| — — 3 
925 A. J e N ad 
| 42 He 4 
r cant of Council midi now ae 
| homie}; ves fatisfied with Colonel Johnſtone's authority 
to exhibit the complaint, the different charges were 
then read article by article, together with the anſwer 
and reply as printed in the ſequel, Colonel Johnſtone 
was, at the end of each Article, deſired to produce his 
E "Fn Colonel „ minutes of 
I the 
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the Council and Aſſembly, as referred to in the margin 
\ oppoſite to each article. To his infinite ſurprize the 


principal minutes were not to be found. For inſtance, 


the minutes of Council of the 25th of July, 1767, are 
loſt or ſecreted, alſo thoſe of the 6th of Auguſt ; both 
of which prove the caſe of Lieutenant Roſs : If indeed 
any proof can be wanting, to ſupport this charge, 
after e * Sins in his *. pon 


” The minutes of the 20th and 30th of Nerenber 1567 
are wanting, and alſo the minutes of the 4th of De- 
cember, which brings the caſe of Mr. Cazaud, di- 
rectly to the Governor. In ſhort, though it appears 


by thoſe minutes which remain, that the Council ad- 
 Journed on the 18th of November, to Friday the 


20th, yet there are no minutes to be found bettocen 
the 18th of November, and the ſecond of December, 
though the Council, or a committee of the Council, 
were ſitting during moſt of that time, as appears by a 
memorial of the Council of the 15th of April, article 
II. —between the 3d and the 5th of December, the 

minutes of the 4th are wanting. Governor Melvill 


Was affected to the higheſt degree of agony upon the 


enquiry which was made after this minute, becauſe 
the book had been intruſted with him. He ſaid it 
was in another book. Upon being preſſed to tell 
what book, he could give no ſatisfactory account: He 
ſaid he was willing to admit the whole of the charge; 
but their Lordſhips would not receive his own con- 
feſſion, and the minute could not ” rf 


- 


"ar dt Garber the 29th Agel 1768, 
in the . It appears 
* 
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by the minutes of the 28th of n mat Wann, 
bs were NIE Ou. . 55 q 


| The minutes of Aſſembly _ " act a free- 
dom to Auguſtine ſhow that this tranſaction happened 
on the 29th of April, and took its riſe in the Council; 
from whence it appears that the Governor muſt have 
called the Council together on purpoſe' to paſs this ex- 
traordinary act in that b manner, which _ 
it on himſelf, 


80 many ebe documents being wanting, and 
thoſe particularly relative to the ſubjects in diſpute, 
upon the hearing of the 21ſt (the ſecond day) Colo- 
nel Johnſtone was adviſed to read and 2 in * 
n paper. 5 3 
6 Although the minute of the 2d of Dales 
o ſufficiently proves the complaint in the caſe of Mr. 
© Cazaud, yet it appears to me that great aggrava- 
( © tions are contained in the minutes of the 4th of 
December 1767, made by the Council or a com- 
© mittee of Council, in the preſence of the Governor, 
which minutes are a I on en of 
e * l ä 


© Theſe Mens are 1 inſerted in the book now 
_ * produced, with the other minutes of the gd and 
s th of December; We omitted, ann 


* An evidige void appears, becauſe KN is no 2. 
* journment from the third ta wy hs of December, 


Mr. 


ls TNT:R-O:D U-C.T.1ON. 


Mr. Melvill does not deny that the council ſat 
on that day, he ſaid theſe minutes are in anather 
© book; 1 beg that this other book may be produced, 

Handl that the minutes may be read; perhaps the other 
£ minutes that are wanting may be found in this other 
book. As it is Mr. Melvill's duty to inſpect the 
minutes of the Council, when ſitting as a board of 
Hate and advice, whatever paſſes there, and is car- 
c xied into execution, e * own immediate 
act. 


- 
ey 
oy 
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* 


It is likewiſe, his fu to tranſmit the u 
5 minutes to Britain. 


— 


i} Af -thoſe of. hath of April 2768, and 25th of C7”: 
b July, 6th of Auguſt, 20th of November, 3oth of No- : 
vember, and th of December 1767, which apply im- 
mediately to the charges, are wanting, the fault muſt 
lie ſomewhere, and it is worthy of your Lordſhips 
to enquire, otherwiſe the * world will * 
* . eee ary 3 6 
4 Whit I 3 your Lanes is, that 
I may be permitted to read the copies of part of 
£ thoſe minutes, as ſtated in a caſe which was laid 
before Council, ſince the originals are wanting. 
Or if it is alledged that the originals were never ſent 
home, then that this neglect in Mr. Melvill may 
de ſufficient to induoe your Lordfhips to poſtpone 
* the enquiry for eight or ten days, till Mr. Mack- 
* intoſh returns, ho can prove the an in my * 
* to * truly l | | 


: | | Before 
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_ Before the Colonel had read to the end of the above 
paper, he was ſtopt and told, that it was his duty to 
have had all his proofs ready at the time he deli- 
vered in his charges. Colonel Johnſtone ſaid he was 
ready for two months, and that Mr. Mackiritohy/had = 
Nayed attending for that purpoſe,” nor did he teave 
town without notice at the office; but that e never 
could have ſulpected that the public documents of che 
Colony ſhould have been wanting, and thine the fuuft 
ſhould now Den n t x 


Colonel Jchnftone then Hes to be the mi- 
nutes of the aſſembly, and the reſolutions which had 
been come to by the repreſentatives of the people 
in conſequence of the evidence taken upon the exa- 
mination into thoſe R's duc — E 24-74 
fuſed. ; 
The laft DOTY wh wh Colonel e made 
was to be permitted to ſtate the facts to Governor 
Melvill, (ſince they were notorious) and to allow the 
Governor to admit or deny them, in the face of the 
audience, as he thought proper; but this was e | 
rejected by the Lords of the Council. 


4 


— 


The examination from a 8 was con- 
ducted by reading the Charges, the Anſwer, and the 
Reply, together with thoſe papers in the Appendix, 
which are marked as Fans been EY to mac 


. In half an a dove after the lobe of the . 


and before any report could have been made to the 


King, Governor Melvill fet off, with his diſpatches, 
for 
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i INTRODUCTION. 


for Plymouth to embark for Granada; which ſufſi- 
ciently ſhows that bed matter had e 
e 7 0” e eee 

n is 3 evidence to be collected 
from the different papers which were read, and the other 
extraordinary circumſtances attending this examina- 
tion, to acquit or condemn Mr. Melvil, muſt be re- 
ferred to the judgment of the reader, after premiſing 
a few words for the information of thoſe who may be 
ignorant of the nature of that ſpecies of proof which 
is required by the proceedings of the courts of Juſtice 


5 4 1 4 


8 all Pte for penal offences, the law of this 
country. is ſo extremely tender of the reputation of the 
ſubject, and ſo averſe to diſcretionary power, that the 
beſt poſſible evidence is required. No notoriety of 


any fact, however ſo generally known, can intitle it - 


to be admitted. Every thing muſt be proved. —An 
example of this kind may explain the rule better than 
many words,— 


A perſon near Carliſle was proſecuted at the af- 
fizes held there in 1769, upon the act for preventing 
bribery at elections for Members to ſerve in Par- 
liament.—It was alledged, among many other parti- 
culars in the declaration, that John Elliot and George 
A r were candidates to 1 * city. 


* ” 
\ * 


They had both radi the town for fe manta, 
and had ſtood on the huftings for eight days during 
the election, bowing to every voter who was fo ob- 
liging as to ah for them, 


l 


* 
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| Vet Sir F. N. the Counſel for the Defendant; de- 
fired that this part of the declaration, wherein it was 
aſſerted that thoſe two Gentlemen were candidates, 
might be proved.— A numerous audience ſtanding 
round, were amazed and confounded, and every one 
was ready to ſwear to- the truth of the alfegation- 
Hold, hold! (ſays the learned Counſel) this will not 
do; you muſt produce the beſt poflible evidence, 
0 and that is the original poll; the production of 8 
which could not be compelled, becauſe the plain- 
tiff had not ſerved wy notice on the Mayor. 4 


: r 
34 


* In like manner „it was aſked by one of the Lords | 
of the Committee. of the Council, Whether Colonel 
Johnſtone had the original warrant in the caſe, of 
Monſieur Cazaud. It was anſwered, That he had only 
a copy of the warrant, which was the beſt evidence 
chat the nature of the caſe afforded; but this was not 
allowed as ſufficient evidence to affect Mr. Melvill, 
notwithſtanding the minutes of: the 9 nn 
that be e e tas = | Bretz 
It is upon ſuch points as EF that the Right Ho- 
| nourahl# the Lords of the. Committee of his Majeſty's 
Council determined, that the different Articles of 
Cams againſt Mr. Melvill were not proved. : 


But it is contended, on the . of the Inbabi- 
tants of Granada, that thoſe ſtrict rules of evidence 
cannot, by any juſt rules of policy, be applied to 
govern the conduct, or determine the opinion of a 
Board of Enquiry, ſuch as this, not acting in a ju- 
dicial capacity; and it is further ſaid, that Colonel 
2 Johnſtone 


— 
1 * 
LAY” 
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chn tene had a Läght to claim the rule of Civil Law, 


which leaves every pteſumption againſt thoſe who 
1 e h er anden. 


Ati! 2 1 
% $2 #4 14. 


It is further inkiſted, That three days notice of 
trial, — the time Colonel Johnſtone received the 
Anſwers of Sener Melvill, was u nareaſongbly' ſhort, 


345, It is ao alledged, upon a due conſideration of 
all the circumſtances under which Mr. Mackintofh left 


town, that it was unjuſt to refuſe A delay of eight. or h 


ten days till he returned, 


* 


| And, lay, it is maintained, That the refuling to 
allow Colonel Johnſtone to be heard by his Dean, 
0 2 


* 


0 ** the 8 it is ſubmitted to as opinion of 


the public, even allowing the Right Honourable the 
Lords of the Committee of his Majeſty's Council may 


have acted according to the beſt of their diſcretion 
and cunning, upon this occaſion, —whether it is poſ- 


| ſible to imagine that their conduct can tend to pro- 


_ "mote the honour of the King, or the good of the 
public ? which are equally parts of their oath. 


| JE 
( 3x9 : 
170 ur dibur scene | Bad * 
THE: EARL oF HILESBOROUGH; 


Mis Ma OT 8 SECRETART: er 
+1" STATE Bong Tan COLONIES! 


A f a eye K 6) B Kier WHY? 
VI LL, Ei: Governor and Commaniler a. 


chief of bis Mao. ee Can RRI n 
lenahns. en 


E rr 1 Rete 12 " 11. . 
Ffuntiions and call together his Via 9 
je 5's Council of the Iſland of” 1 8 7 85 8 


neil, i ith 


and di direct and permit them fo tz in d and 15th Jan. 
legiſlative capacity on the 1 51 anuary „ 
_notwithftanding that the Aſſembly of the. t: 

Iſland was then proregued * him, dicke Gow 

vernor ; and further el{owed the ſaid Coun- 

cil, thus unconſtitutionally convened, 1d 1.» | 
poſe and publiſh' ſeveral reſolutions reflecking 25 x44 en 
on the repreſentatives of the people, and NY 

f deſtructive of the publick peace, conceir ect 
in language unbecoming a Board ſtihnnggs 
themſelves his Majeſty's Countilh” ©. 4 


, I | 4 , 8 8 . . ; A ; , 1 
1 1 9 | 
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Proor 


Minntes of 
Council, 19, 
20, and zoth 
November, 


2, 4, and 14th 
Dec. 1767. 


ER 
8 II. 
That the ſaid Robert Melvill did perm 


and encourage the aforeſaid Council, un- 


conſtitutionally ſitting in a leg ilative 
capacity, while the Aſſembly was dilolved, 
to call before them ſeveral of the inhabi- 


tants of his Majeſty's Colony of Grenada 


contrary to law, and to commit them to 
cuſtody, and to priſon; particularly Mr. 
Cazaud, à gentleman of fortune and re- 
dit, under the pretence of his having been 


guilty of a contempt of the ſaid Council 


Board, the warrant for whoſe commitment 
was actually ſigned by the different Coun- 
cellors, in the preſence of him the Gover- 


nor. That no lawyer was permitted to 


plead in the defence of the ſaid Mr. Ca- 


+ 4%” ann though deſired by him, and though 


he was ignorant of the Engliſh language; „ 


nor was he permitted to be bailed or remov- 


dd from the moſt loathſome priſon, until he 


had ſigned ſuch declarations, as the laid 


2» illegal convention nad dictated. 


The fact con- 
feſſed by Mr. 
Melvill in his 


III. 


That the ſaid Robert Melyill did ien 


himſelf to releaſe Walter Robertlon, a per- 
ſon committed by the Aſſembly for a breach 


of their privileges, thereby 8 
the whole authority of that branch of che 


3 


legiſlature. 


ED ggg s Kg. g S Ses T. 
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That the ad! Robert Melvill did EE? an 
the paſſing of a Bill in 2 hours; through! © Et 


both houſes,  entituled, 4 A _ to free Au- 

guſtine, a Negro Man-ſlave, be belonging to 
Monſ. Couſton, of the pariſh of St. Johns 
in the Iſland of Grenada: Notwithſtanding © 2 — 
the diſſent of the owner of the ſaid ſlave to 
this tranſaction, and notwithſtanding the yer uk, FO 
King's inſtructions, requiring a proper time the Cone, 
to be given in the paſſ:ng of all Bills which n ok 
may affect private property, and notwith- pil 17 *. 
ſtanding the ſtanding rules of the houſe: of 
Aſſembly againſt ſuch proceedings, and your fits © 
oreithllandng the ſaid. Auguſtine was N "fi : 
then publickly accuſed of having committed den a and 
a rape on a white woman, and of having — 
murdered Mr. Vandell, and of other atro- houſe. 
cious crimes, to ſereen him from the pu- 
niſhment due to which, was the intent of 

ſo extraordinary a law, ſince thereby negroe 

evidence (from his becoming a freeman) 

was inadmiſſible againſt him according to 

the laws of the Iſland: and further, the 

ſaid Robert Melvill, to ſcreen the afore- 

ſaid Auguſtine, did harbour him for ſeveral _ 
months at his houſe nigh St. George's, 'Preſentment 
until he was preſented by the Grand Jury f the _ 
for the aforeſaid crimes, and a warrant was 1 TE 
iſſued in conſequence thereof to apprehend. 
him, the effect of which warrant was 2 
n and he allowed to make his eſcape. 
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f eee That the ſaid: Robert Melvill did permit 
3 Jahn Graham, Peter Gordon, and other 
juſtices of the peace, of the Iſland of Gre- 
Confeled by nada, to uſe the ſevereſt and moſt- cruel: 
Mr. Melvili toftures upon the bodies of, five negroes, 
in his An- ſuſpected of committing murder, and this 
mpg with a view to induce them to confeſs the 
wasmſed,  .. ſaid! crime, and to accuſe their maſter, 
ae Monſ. La Chancellerie; ; which accuſation, 
. after repeated tortures, was actually extor- 
R ted from them, and the ſaid: La Chancelle- 
— | rie was thereupon apprehended and impri- 
* 275 Spel- ſoned, and they the ſaid negroes condemned 
29 e to death upon their own confeſſion thus 
e extorted; which ſentence would probably 
- — ne ——— executed upon the ſaid negroes, 
nud if the moſt reſpectablè inhabitants of the 

-  folici 1 2 colony had not remonſtrated againſt ſuch 
3 illegal and unnatural proceedings, which 
5 oocaſioned a delay of their execution until 
the matter was repreſented to the King's 
miniſters, who ordered the priſoners to be 
. liberated, nevertheleſs three had died from 
the injuries they had received from the tor- 
trure, together with their long confinement 
before the ſaid order arrived; notwithſtand- 
ing which the ſaid juſtices were ſtill conti- 
ned by the ſaid Robert Melvill in the com- 
n ens — | 
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e a, mae 
That the, Lid Robert Melvill did. tink 
Lieutenant Thomas Rofs,, of the royal Artil- 
lery, to be taken | into the cuſtody! of the 


deputy Provoſt Marſhall, without any legal 
crime having been alledged--againſt him, 


and without any authority in the ſaid G- 


vernor to vindicate 2 cruel proceedings, 
but on the contrary. in direct violation of 
his Majeſty's inſtructions: and further, that 
the ſaid Robert Melvill did direct and coun- 
tenance the moſt unjuſt, cruel, and illegal 
proſecution againſt the ſaid Lieutenant Roſs, 


where the perſons whom he was ſuppoſed 
to have offended, ſat as his Judges.. 


That the ſaid Robert Melvill did promote, 
by the means of his private Secretary Mr. 


Alexander Sympſon, the moſt injurious 


petition on the ſubject of religion from the 
meaneſt of the inhabitants of Grenada, 


againſt the moſt reſpectable of the inhabi- 
tants under falſe pretences, having thereby 


ſown irreconcileable diviſions between his 


PN new and old ſubjects. 
VIII. 


That the ſaid Robert Melvill, forgeting 
his duty 


as Governor, and chief Magiſtrate, 
did take upon him to write ſundry letters 
e to 


PR OO. 


Minutes of 
Council, the 
25, 26, and | 
27 July, and 
WO 
1767. 


Minutes of ff 


examination 
taken before 
the Aﬀembly. 
Alſo the peti- 
tion 17th 
March. 


Confeſſed by 
Governor 
Melvill in his 
Anſwer. 


{4 


to the juſtices of the peace, directing them 


in their deciſions in their judicial capacities, 
and particularly a letter of the 27th of 
April, 1767, directed to the moſt wor- 
hipful Bench of juſtices, and which was 
read in open court. 

From all which it appears that the aid 


Governor, Robert Melvill, has been guilty 


of ,ſundry illegal, 'grievous, cruel, op- 


5 preſſive and unjuſt acts towards his Majeſ- 


ty's ſubjects, contrary to the known laws 
of the land, and derogatory to the high 
truſt committed to him by his woo os . 


| e and * 
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; * Londen, 31 Fanuary ary, 1770. 
ID THE RIGHT HONOURABLE FE 
THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE 
OF HIS MAJESTY'S MOST HO- 
NOURABLE PRIVY COUNCIL. 
| May it pleaſe your LORDSHIPS, 
IN obedience to your Lordſhips com- 
mands, ſigntfied to Robert Melvill Eſq. 


Governor and Commander in chief of his 


Majeſty's Southern Carribbe or Grenada 


Iſlands, by your Lordſhips order, dated the 


roth of this inſtant January; requiring 
« him forthwith to anſwer the eight arti- 
« cles of complaint, exhibited againſt him 
« by Alexander Johnſtone Eſquire, named 
in the order Colonel Alexander Johnſtone, 
„ and of which articles there was a copy 
« ſent annext to the ſaid order Y— 
The ſaid Robert Melvill begs leave to 
repreſent to your Lordſhips— | 
That it appears ſomewhat extraordinary, 


If the Anſwers were given in the 31ſt of January, 
there is ſomething ſtill. more extraordinary in the man- 
ner of Mr. Melvill's acquittal ; as Mr. Mackintoſh, 
the principal evidence, to bring the charges fully 
home to Mr. Melvill, according to the ſtrictneſs of 


common law proof, waited on Mr. Sharp. the clerk of 


the Council, on the 6th of February, before he left 
town, ſtating how long he had ſtayed, and the neceſ- 
fity of his 18 who declared he knew of no anſwer 
ivenin by Mr. Melvill at that time, and that he thought 
Ar. Mackintoſh might ſately be abſent for three weeks, 
as the Council would undoubtedly give that time to 
Colonel Johnſtone to make his obſervations in reply. 


INTRODUCTION. 


9 the exhibiting of a ſet af accuſations 
of this nature, under the title of Com- 
plaints, ſhould have been delayed for above 
A year after the ſaid PE op 8 arrival, 
although he has reſided almoſt the whole 
time in London, and has openly. and re- 
1 8 9 8 himſelf in readineſs to 
an i PR privately or publekly, the com- 
TIS of any one man or any. body of 
n, who could pretend to have been ag- 
e by bim in his jag whic] 
rom ſome Va ye reports, and wretche | 
publications of injurious falſchoods, he had 
indeed reaſon to believe might be the ſenſe 
15 4 fe 15 diſatisfied perſons concerned in the 
Jingle 1 ſland of Grenada, which next to the 
Lone approbation of bis Sovereign, and 
e good opinion of honeſt and judicious 
men, he muſt ev 17 eſteem his greateſt honour. 
But it is ſtill more extraordinary," that 
theſe accuſations ſhould, have been puſhed 
againſt the ſaid Governor, when not only 
the nearneſs of his departure on his return 
to the mid government was fo publickly 
known, but that it was almoſt equally no- 
torigus, that his baggage had been already 
embarked, and a paſſage for himſelf and 
—_ en aged, 155 4 ſhip ready to fall 
do own the Ttvex, anc Procee to Po rthmouth, 
Where the Gayernor: had declared his inten- 
tion to go on board 705 after making 2 ſhort 


Pay e . e Wen Jo 
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3 but df Which he has boen ſo uns 
expeRetlly diſappointed . | 


That notwithſtanding the Tony difireſing ] 


inconvenience thus thrown, upon Governor 


Melwill, it does appear (and could be proved 


upon oath Were it neceſſary) that theſe or 
ſimilar accuſations, being tlie reſult of 
many dark intrigues, workings, and cor- 
reſpondences between the accuſer and his 


many months ago induſtriouſſy communi- 
cated by him to ſundry other gentlemen 
intereſted in that Iſland, in order to preju- 
dice them againſt the adminiſtration of the 
{aid Governor, and to excite them to peti- 


tion againſt his return to his government. 


Yet were theſe communications always 


made with ſuch reſtrictions and management, 


as to prevent the Governor from havin 
any copy, or a ſufficient knowledge of ſuch 

unfair and invidious allegations 75 ; which 

benen bad not all the aer aimed at EP 


* 67774) 
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15 \ . f 3 OY * ® 4. a * * ET 
” «£3 "+ a . 


* „ The 3 were giyen in 185 11th neee 
and repeated the 1ſt December, but the Governor was 
; not deſired to anſwer, till the meeting of Parliament, 

on the gth January, - 

I This is mere pretence. Governor Melvill often 
ſaw, and read, and diſcuſſed the different Articles with 
his friends ; they could then be no ſecret, and they 
are in themſelves fa. very ſhort, that any man inter- 


eſted in theſe tranſactions, muſt be able to retain 12 73 


"w 
4 * 
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in . — 7 once reading. * 


aſſociates here and in Grenada, have been 
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p the accuſer, as at the laſt no more Fr 
eight particular perſons added to himſelf, 
which hardly amounted to one eighth part 
of the gentlemen concerned in Grenada 
and Carriacow refiding in Great Britain, 
and thoſe too declared to be his party, could 
be prevailed on to join in an application ſo 
ya and honourable. 1 

That further, theſe articles of lo 
fo bounteouſly accumulated and candidly 
charged againſt the Governor, are in fact 
no other than ſo many arraignments of his 
Majeſty's Council, a houſe of Aſſembly, 
the judges and juſtices of the peace, under 
the various pretences of their being | we 
ted, encouraged, or directed by the ſaid 
Governor. 

That Noe Ales of complaint or accuſa- 
| tion, are ſigned by one individual only, viz. 
the faid Alexander Johnſtone, for his moſt 
violent affociates choſe to detline it, and he 
too neither pretending to make any com 
Plaint for any perſonal injury received by 
himſelf, nor ſhewing any due authority for 
his exhibiting any complaints for others *. 
And laſtly, that the faid articles were ad- 
dreſſed and preferred to the Earl of Hills- 
8 ety his Majeſty's fog ont of Make 

[a 
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His e is from the Aſſembly of the "EY 
as may be ſeen by their letters in * Appendix. E 
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for the colonies *, notwithſtanding his Loxd- 
ſhip had previoully ſignified to the ſaid 


accuſer, on returning to him theſe articles, 


which had been delivered unſigned, that 
they ought to be © addrefled as a pan 
e to his Majeſty in Council, and ſigne 
by ſomebody who made aaa od re- 
« ſponſible to prove them. But har 
regular and proper method was purpoſely 
avoided, as the obhiect was only to get the 
ſaid Governor removed from his govern- 
ment, to the great detriment of his fortune 
and character, but without any riſk or 
charges to the accuſer, and the worthy 
abettors of that juſt and laudable ſcheme. 
For the truth and  uftneſs of which obſerva» 


tions, the Governor begs leave to refer 


your Lordſhips to the letter of the ſaid 


Alexander Johnſtone, of the iſt of Decem- 
ber, which accompanied theſe articles, and 
1s lodged its preſumed in the Council office, 


That it is therefore ſubmitted, whether 


3 


Copy 
Fes 
No. IL 


ſuch articles of accuſation, and exhibited 


under ſuch peculiar circumſtances, as well 


unſupported by any evidence whatever, are 


"2 5 5 e or n - but enen, 


- * 


» „ The 88 of State for the ka uche 
12 regular channel; but Lord Hillſborough en- 

eavoured to ſuppreſs the accuſations by every diſin- 
genuous method, at the ſame time publicly e 
he . Governor Melvill unfit to'be ſent back. 


 Melvill, 3 


INTRODUCTION. 


Melvill, i in obedience to your Lordſhips 
i{sbbveſaid order, and in the fulleſt reliance 
en the great diſcernment and juſtice 6f 
vour Lordihips, does now proceed to give 
tos particular anfwers, which hotwithſtand- 
ug the difadyanmtages of his preſent hurried 
tuation, and the want of fome papers, is 

well as the remoteneſs of many perſons, 
who bould have given light and aſſiſtance 
un publick points ſo long paſt, yet he flat- 
ters himſelf will be found neither inſufficient 
nor unſatis factory. But it ſeems neceſſary 
for the Governor here to premiſe, that as 
the accufativns have been generally ſtated, 
not only without recitals from any of the 
publick quoted, but even without 
the dates of the particular tranſactions accu- 


++ -- fed or complained vf, and that the true 
bedr of their ſucteſſion has likewiſe” been 


ſo ſtudiouſly broken, it has given him A 
great deal of trouble to aſcertain facts, and 
forced him, for the ſake of perſpicuity, and 
mewing the real eB to be'more 
diffuſe and explanatory than he wiſhed ; 
and notwithſtanding this, he is till appre- 
henſive that a more particular attention 
may be re uired on the part of your Lord- 
' ſhips to all parts of the {bj bject, than would 
have been neceſſary had vhaſe articles been 
placed in their due and natural order: but fo 
remarkably different has been the arrange- 
ment Ke: erred by the'dccuſer and his ad- 
2 viſers, 


. 


IN T RODUGCTEON. 
* that Tp or. laſt article, ought to) 


have been among the firſt, only, that. it, 


might have too clearly, accounted. for the; 
production of. all. the reſt ;/ not one of. 
— 5 (excepting. part: of the 4th. and 5th). 
regard, matters, that happened. while the. 
"fer we in che Weſt Indies“ POf bat 
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not. 40 a and. call. together: his, oe 


os Jy" 8 Council o f. the Alland: Of Grenada, 


2 Land rect them to ſit in a.legillative, ca 


pagity on the 15th gf Ja anuary, 1768, &. 
as. Ee by, the 0 but * laid, 
Council having been, in nner 
appointed to meet for. the. diſpatoh: Fe pub 
lick buſineſs, 2 the 7 5 af, that. 
month, they , accordingly did meet under, 
Mr. a Brebner, ande did further 5 
tinue. conſtituti 12 to. meet. 4 ROE 

ert, permiſſion of, che. {aid <a a 


and. by the conyenjent.. adigurnments of 


their: preſident for, the time being] on the 
11th, Igth and 1 th next. following; on on 
e . . 1. committee. of, inquiry 
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Beſides che publie Ae en the e Akai, E | 


the accuſer is Proprietor of a large Eſtate in Grenada, 
= ang. is equally intereſted. in the good government of : 
lang, „Whether be FRE here, or at Grenada... 
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ARTICLE I 


(which had been appointed on the * to ; 
take into conſideration the cauſes of the 
violent heats and animoſities then diſtracting 


the Nand, and to propoſe the means 
. of quieting them) did accordingly make 


their final report to the Council: when, 


and in conſequence whereof, ſundry reſo- 


lutions were unanimouſly paſſed and pub- 
liſhed; but ſuch only as to them ſeemed 
very due to the then repreſentatives of the 
people, as well as highly neceſſary for 


_ reſtoring the publick peace, and perfeQly 
becoming the character of his Majeſty's 


Council. That in conſequence of the una- 
nimous and earneſt advice of the Council 
on the 11th of that month, as well as from 
his own conviction of fin was the beſt, 
and the fir ff meaſure to be taken for putting 
an immediate ſtop to the then prevailing. 
violences and commotions, the faid Gover- 
nor had indeed iſſued a prorogation of the 


_ Aﬀembly for two months; when under an 


* that had begun on the 24th 
of the preceding, and was to end the 13th 
of this month — which precaution, aided 
by the zealous and public ſpirited exertions 
of the Council, did accordingly reſtore that 
greater degree of tranquillity which had 
been expected: yet notwithſtanding theſe 
happy effects, known to- every perſon than 
in the Iſland, and that the accuſer himſelf 
had been for many 'months before this 
event 


A RiTi1:C:LiE5 K 


event reſiding in England, does he moſt 
judiciouſſy hazard, to turn all theſe pro- 
ceedings into fo many points of criminal 
accuſation, charging them too, with equal 


wiſdom, benevolence and candour, againſt 


the ſaid Governor Melvill, although in fact 
the ſaid Governor had not been preſent, 


except at the meeting of the 11th*, When 
it happened, by the report of the committee 


being ſtill unfiniſhed, that only ſome other 
points of importance to the King's ſervice 


reſpecting lands, &c. were brought under 


conſideration, as will readily appear on an, 


inſpection of the minutes of Council for A 


that day — but that by this. explanation, 
the Governor hopes it will by no means be 
underſtood, that he did in any way diſap- 


prove, or purpoſely Arp! from any of theſe 


or r Weben 'miectitigs of AL Council; for on 
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by Governor Melvill acknowledges he wWas Rs 
the 11th: he knew then what was tranſacting; he 
now approves of what was done. The Council, except 


when acting in a legiſlative capacity, cannot, or ought .. 
not to publiſh their Minutes; the ſeveral memters are 


ſworn to ſecrecy :' but what puts this beyond a'doubt, * 
that the Council thought they had a right to ſit in a 
legiſlative capacity, and that they believed they were 4 
= properly acting as ſuch, appears from the memo 


rial of the Council of the 1 5th April, 1768, Article 


7th and 8th, in anſwer. to the Aiſembly,. where the 
Council aflert their right of ſitting in a legiſlative | 


capacity, when the Ow; CM rea dif- gi 
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ART ILCILE I. 


the contrary, his conſtant rule was {hls | 


health permitting)"to appear in Council as 
to remain preſent as long —. 
ab: ſeemed either abſolutely neceſſary, or 

more requiſite for his Majeſty's KMetz 
and the public good; than his abſence: on 
the: — of other eſſential duties, and 


acts of government, which objects did not 


fail to * _ e e 19 27 aud 
r 
d A R 1 1 0 1 E. 
Allover. That the ſaid Governor Metvill. 


did neither permit nor encourage the afore- 
ſaid Council, « unconflitutionally ſitting: in 


ys legiſlative « capacity,: while the Aſſembly 
&« was  diffebved; to call before them ſeveral. 
&« of, the inhabitants of his Majeſty 's colony. 
6 of Grenada, conttary to law; and to com- 


„ 


c mit them to cuſtody and to priſon, parti- 


« cularly- Mr. Cazaud; Sc. as boldly 


aſſerted by. the aceuſer.—- But on he contrary 
the ſaid Governor Metvill-had previouſly; by 


the ſpace of near two months, viz. on the 
18th day of the preceeding November, 


1767, conſtitutionally ſummoned that meet- 


ing:of:Council,- not in a legiſlative capacity, 
but ac Board of fate and advice * , and not 


ad ww oa ©£ < ua - 


— If they Tat as a Board of State and Nac they 


are more immediately under the controul of the 8 


vernor, and therefore Mr. Melvill is more immedi- 
ately anſwerable for their doing what no Board of State 
ä 4 


ſubſequently 


ARTICLE n. 17 


fubſequerly to the r5th/ of ET I 768, | 
according to the reverſed order in which it 
has pleaſed the "accuſer moſt ſhrewdly' to | 
place theſe two articles, not improbably too 
for the very laudable purpoſe of concealing, 
if poſſible, the true cauſe, which had actually 
happened on the th of November, and by 
it's dangerous conſequences , had both ne- 
ceſſitated the calling of the Council: as above 
mentioned, and all their ſubſequent endea- Y 
vours to remedy them, ſo truly repreſented, ' JF 
and decently inveighed againſt in both ac- E 
cuſations, and it was no? while the Aſſembly 
was diffolved, although that if true could 
not have been any obj ection whatever to 


1 3 


„ 


* the meeting, ſitting, and acting of the 

: Council; but on the contrary, while there 
2 was no Aﬀembly at all. For, to the misfor- | 
* tune of the country, the ſecond Aſſembly, | 
: which had been chiefly elected by the dif- 1 
4 paſſionate, and almoſt unanimous voices of | l i 
A both old and new ſubjects, and by whom — 
6 were enacted almoſt all the Grenada laws 24 


yet in force , had expired on the 24th day 


p * N e to the gs term of 
R =. K* appears he! a refolii ution f the A diy 2 

7 the minutes of examination of the 28th of ie 1 
2 that the ſmalleſt breach of the . — not been 
— committed. W een eee 

e - + Moſt of thaw he bo e 


1 cenſures * the Board of 9 ble: 


=. 


Ws - = 
q — 5 
— 
— — 


— 2 2ꝶ222 7 — 4 
— 8— — 


a — 


ee. — 
— — N 


—— E ea — r è²⁰—ͥ—èvÜᷓ¹¹? w: -. 
—— — —— 2 


—— 


— 


8 c2—D— —— ͤ ͤẽV—H— 
* o 


— - — 
— — 8— 2... 22 
— a —— — 
—— ea one 


5 — fo 
— — 


4 — — 
— 
—— — — 


L 


18 * ſſolv e. 


* 


ART IC LE. U. 


their duration for twelve calendar months *, 


And the third Aſſembly, of which the elec- 


tion had begun in the town of St. George 
with the moſt illegal and audacious interrup- 
tion from the new Catholic ſubjects on the 


gth of November, was not to meet until 
the fifteenth of the following month. 
That although the remaining heads of accu- 
fation againſt the Governor in this ſecond 
article, do ſo very particularly relate to the 


Council only, from their meeting on the 


18th of November 1767, until the 15th of 


January following, (for ſuch was the con- 


tinuation of theſe matters, although appa- 


rently tried to be diſconnected, or rather 
reverſed by the order of theſe two articles 
of charge) that the Governor apprehends, 


that he might with the ſtricteſt propriety 
avoid giving any particular anſwers thereto, 
as indeed to much the greater part of the 
accuſations, which in fact reſpect not him, 
but the Council, Aſſemblies, and juſtices of 


the peace yet to leave nothing unrefuted, 
he ſhall give ſummary anſwers from his beſt 


recollection of the real facts, and the minutes 


of Council, to which, with the accuſer, he 
is 4tways very defirous of appealing— That 


| earn W999 © gall. e ſe- 
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2 * "Whether a — - Aſſembly 18 diſſolved i in S 
of an act of the iſland, or $5 he _ 8 barreru ret it 
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ARTICLE 1 


be veral of the inhabitants contrary to "RY 


« &c*,” But the facts were, as appears from 


the minutes of the Council, That the Go- 
vernor having found it neceſſary to ſummon 
an extraordinary meeting of Couneil on the 
18th of November, 1767, in order to re- 
quire their advice and aſſiſtance upon the 
diſtracted ſtate of the Iſland, and to lay 
before them a letter from Walter Robertſon 
Eſq; f repreſenting the illegal, and dangerous 
obſtructions given, and the proteſt made by 
the French Roman Catholicks at St. George's, 
on the gth of that month , and which event 
had alarmed and irritated all the Engliſſi 
ſubjects (excepting a few) to the greateft 
degree. A committee was then appointed 
with the uſual and neceſſary powers of ſend- 


ing for perſons, papers, and records 9.0 


- . FR. — 2 


— 


— 


* To judgs of this fact, vide the ii * a8 
November, and 14 December, where no leſs than 
eighteen gentlemen are ſummoned before the Council, 
contrary. to law, and bound over in exceſſive i 
without having been guilty of any crime. | | 

+ Here is a. returning officer complaining to 2 
Governor, reſpecting the E at an election. 

t Vide the proteff itſelf, and then judge if it is 
poſſible to conceive any piper more innocent from 
ſubjects accuſtomed to this form of procedure; ES 

13 5 This 2 beyond a poſſibility of contradiction, 
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Governor and the Coungit thought they fat 

wy a les idative capacity, otherwiſe they never could 

have es fuch powers. MLT 
"08S time 


er * een on time to 
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ARTIOL E II. 
time their inquiries and proceedings to the 
Board; which committee accordingly ſit- 


ting, had on the 25th ſent a ſummons for 
the ſaid Mr. Cazaud, and Mr. De Monchy, 


another of the new ſubjects, who had been 
complained of as remarkably ſeditious, to 
appear before them at their next meeting, 


viz. on the 27th following; when neither 


of them having appeared, the provoſt Mar- 


| ſhall was ordered to prepare his proofs of 
having ſerved the ſaid ſummons's, to be 


laid before the next meeting of the com- 
mittee appointed to be on the 3oth of the 
ſaid November ; which proofs being accord- 
ingly then laid before them, the non attend- 


ance of De Monchy had been excuſed, as 
he alledged his having been off the Iſland 
at Carriacou, and reſpectfully acknowledged 


the authority of the committee *. That they 
had been unanimouſly of opinion, that the 


non attendance of the ſaid Mr. Cazaud, 


(then in the Iſland, and not at above twenty 
five miles diſtance,) Was a contempt of the 

authority of 5 neces Mi therefore, it 
was unanimouſly reſolved, that a warrant 
to the Marſhall, or his deputy, ſhould be 


immediately iſſued under the hands and ſeals 


of the members of the ſaid committee, to 
apprehend the ſaid Cazaud, and' bring him 


1 8 ka 21 6 4 | "Ps 
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o call people before them contrary to the 25 


- 


Ed. III. Cap. 4. and 16 Charles I, Cap. 10. 
OR 83 before 


nor Melvill's ſtate of it. 


ARTICLE 


before the Council, which warrant was ac⸗ 


the ſaid Mr. Cazaud was, on the 2d of 
December, brought before the Council then 


fitting, when he was {judged guilty of a 
-high contempt, by firſt diſobeying the ſum- 


mons of the committee, and afterwards, by 
obſtinately refuſing to anſwer any. queſtions 
put to him by the Board; but inſiſting on 
a lawyer being admitted to anſwer for him, 
although the ſworn interpreter - (the ac- 
cuſtomed and proper officer for interpreta- 
tion) was then attending to interpret, if he 


| ſhould require it; and that the queſtion 


repeatedly put to. him was ſimply to give 
his reaſon for his non attendance, when 


ſerved with a ſummons, which (as had been 


credibly reported) he had declared publicly 
in the country, his Majeſty's Council had 


no right to iſſue, and ought not to be obeyed 


in—That in conſequence of the ſaid high 


contempt, and his not having made any 


proper ſubmiſſion or acknowledgment for 
the ſame, the Council had judged it indiſ- 


penſible, for ſupport of their juſt and legal 


authority, to commit him to priſon, by a 


warrant directed to the deputy provoſt Mar- 


ha " which was nt ligned by them (as 


* If theſe are not Sear . e e we 
are at a loſs to conceive what can be entituled ſuch. 
Here we are willing to reſt the controverſy on Gover- 


c * + aſſerted - 
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ARTICLE, IL 


aſſerted by the accuſer) in preſence of the 

Governor *, who never ſaw Mr. Cazaud in 
Council, until after his diſcharge on. the 
5th day of December, when the ſaid Cazaud 
attended, and was required to take the ſtate 
oaths. But by the refutation of the above 
aſſertion, the Governor does not at all mean, 
either to throw any the ſmalleſt blame on 
the Council board, or to imply that his own 
preſence would have been wrong. That as 
to Mr, Cazaud's not being admitted to bail, 
when it was offered for him to the Council, 
they had judged it not to be admiſſible in 
ſuch a caſe of contempt, and when too it 
had been ſigniſied to him, that he ſhould be 
liberated, as ſoon as he had ſigned ſuch an 
acknowledgment of his offence, and their 
authority, as they deenied fit to be accepted; 
Which he having accordingly done on the 
5th of December, after an obſtinacy of three 
days, he was immediately diſcharged by 
his Majeſty's Council, ſtiled by the accuſer 
ſo liberally and reſpectfully to the Crown, 
an Wiegal convention—And two further facts 
ſeem here not improꝑer to be added on the 
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* The warrant 5 minutes of Council, both ſpeci- 
fy that it was given in preſence of his M. ne, and 
r. Scott was ready to ſwear this before the Lords of 
ouncil ; but their Lordſhips would not e bis 


examination on the ſecond toy e 
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commenced a law-ſuit 


ii this accuſation 
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ARTICLE If 


above caſe of the ſaid Mr. Cazaud, viz. 
That while in confinement, neither he, nor 
tiny of his friends thought fit to apply to 
any judge, for a writ of Habeas Corpus“, 
and that when afterwards in London he 


againſt one of his 
Majeſty's 'CounciF then preſent for falfe im- 
priſonment, but very ſoon withdrew it f, 
having been (as it was ſaid) adviſed of a 
deciſion in point, on an appeal from tlie 


King's Bench, given by the Houſe of Lords 
in the 
Barbadoes Vrdſeciited! in England. 


for certain Councillots of 


That with reſpect to the only other point 
yet unrefuted, viz. That 
* the Connell unconflitutionatly fitting in a 
„ legiſlative capa 


„and commit them to cuftody and to pri- 
* * fon: It is juſt anfwered that, on the 

kw the Council was fitting, and, as 
bop fu 


appeared, conſtitutionally, and then 


not legte rere, but as a board of ſtate and 
advice for the ſupport of government and 


, did call before rhem 
«© ſeveral of the inhabitants contrary to law, 
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Sir Richard 
Dutton plt. 
ver ſus 
Richard 
Howell, 
Richard 
Grey, and 
Robert 
Chaplain, 
executors of 
Sir John 
Witham 
deceaſed, 


the public peace. Further, that it will be 


ſeen by the minutes of the committee of 


the i on the 14thof Deccuabery that 
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2 no redreſs could be expected there. 


+ It is not withdrawn, but it became — to 


* to the iſland for legal proof, 
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ARTICLE: II. 


they had both * according to law, 
and not committed either to cuſtody or priſon 
thoſe new ſubjects , although 5 had been 
informed againſt as the proteſtors, and alſo 
as the chief inſtigators or actors in the diſ- 
turbances beginning on the gth of Novem- 
ber, becauſe Mr. De Monchy, and all others 
of them, excepting one, (who was unable 
to chme) had duly attended, and had given 
proper. ſecurity. for their appearance at the 
Court of King's Bench, and grand ſeſſion of 


1 the peace next following. But the Council 


afterwards, viz. on the 7th of March 1768, 

in conſequence of à report in behalf of many 
of thoſe perſons made to them from the 
ſecond committee, which (as has been ob- 
ſerved in the anſwer to the firſt article). had 
been appointed on the 4th of January pre- 
| ceeding, made an application to the Gover- 
nor for his directions to his Majeſty's attor- 
ney general, to drop the proſecution againſt 
the whole; and to diſcharge their recogni- 
ZANCES 3 Which was ne ee 5 
wah f. | 
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A Warrant iſſued on the 14th, tow the Cound, 
to apprehend Mr, 'Madilhon, ©  - | 

+ Upon what principle did the Governas drop the 
be which was not equally ſtrong at the 


. he ever nd aſe new 7ſubjecs 3 
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An Wer. That the ſaid Robert Metvill 
did not * take upon himſelf to releaſe Walter 
« Robertſon. a - perſon committed by the 


« aſſembly, for a breach of their privileges, 


« thereby overthrowing the whole autho- 
« rity of that branch of the legiſlature,” as 
aſſerted in this accuſation; but Governor 
Melvill did, as Chancellor, grant a writ of 
Habeas Corpus, which is a wwrz# of right, to 

bring before him in the open Court of Chan- 
cery, Walter Robertſon Eſquire, (an aſſiſtant 


juſtice, and a man of character) who had 


been recommitted to the common gaol by 
the Aſſembly, for what was not, nor could 
be, a breach of their privileges, but on the 
contrary was both ſtrictly legal by the elec- 


tion law, and 5 to the true mean 
ing and intent of his Majeſty's commiſſion, 


and the inſtructions as they then ſtood and 
therefore their juſt and neceſſary autho- 
* rity was not thereby in any way either 


% oyerthrown or leſſened *. That further 


the ſaid Mr. Robertſon was, at the ſame 
time, bound over in conſiderable ſecurity 
to ſtand a trial at lavr, if proſecuted for the 
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If the Governor, who is one branch of the legiC- | 
| lature, can judge 8 the conduct of the other 


in matters of breach of privilege, there is an end of 
their independeney from that moment. 
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ARTICLE III. 


ee alledged againſt him; but deer 
did that Aſſembly, although they remained 
in, being for near a year longer, carry on 
any proſecution againſt the ſaid Mr. Robert- 
ſon, however obnoxious to their party, nor 
ever attempt again to recommit him, having, 
as it is ſuppoſed, diſcovered on cooler reflec- 
tions ſuch expreſs Jawfulneſs, as well as 
conftitutional t in Mr. Robertſon's 
refuſal to admit hen a profeſſed French 
Roman Catholic as a candidate, that they 
foreſaw he would have been moſt honour- 
ably acquitted—And as to the recommitting 
him again by their 'own power, befide their 
dread of renewing the indignation of almoſt 
all the Engliſh inhabitants, they had moſt 
probably come to fee, that neither by con- 
ſtitution nor preſcription could they pretend 
to re-imprifon, and keep deprived of his 
liberty, any of his Majeſty's freeborn ſub- 
jects, in direct breach and contempt of the 


- Habeas Corpus act.— And as for the Chan- 


cellor's having granted ſuch a writ, — the 
ſimilar conduct of Governor Lyttelton at 
Jamaica, approved of *, might have reached 
their knowledge. —But to conclude on this 
point, it is at leaſt evident, that whatever 
were the motives, the laſt heh ad 6s of ou 
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hab It never was approved, but on the Quarry con- 
demned by all men of ſenſe, 
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ARTICLE /IV. 


favourite Aſſembly, does neither ſupport, 


nor do any. honour to the ee made 


in mage daha by the acculcr, . 6c! It 
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Ich ARTICLE. hy 


An ſiver. That Governor Melvill does 1 
readily, and with great ſatisfaction of mind 
at this time acknowledge, that, in as far as 
his having previoully teſtified both his opi- 
nion and wiſhes that Auguſtine ſhould be 
rewarded by the lepiflarire with an act of 
freedom for his public ſervices, according to 
hy ractice of the colonies, could be reckon» 

his promoting it, he did promote the act. 
Tui of, and that he then thought, 
as he till thinks, that the whole legiſlature 


were bound, both in juftice to that deſerving 


Negro, and for promoting the public ſafety 


in future, to beſtow on him that mark of 
favour and encouragement, for which, be- 


ſide the ſufficient reaſons given in the act 
itſelf, and to which the Governor refers; 
it muſt be added that he had a claim, by 
not only freely coming in about the middle 
of January 1767, and bringing with him all 
the fugitive ſlaves, (or Marooners as they 
are called) whom he could prevail with“, and 


fully truſting himſelf to an act of indemnity 
then in farce ; but had b with real 
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ARTICLE IV. 


ability. and great fidelity, all the ſervices he 
had been employed in by the faid Gover- 
nor, of which: ſome: too had been in the 
woods, with no ſmall riſk of his life — That 
with regard to the legiſlature having paſſed 
the bill through both houſes, as ſpeedily as 
alerted by the accuſer, ſuppoſing it to be 
exactly true and as blameable.as he would 
ve it, will chat juſtify his charging it 

_ - againſt the Governor, on whom he cannot 
ignorant, that both legiſlative branches 

are, and ought to be, ads independent *; 
but had he done them the juſtice to con- 
fider, how many and moſtly effential laws 

k had paſſed through, from the 2oth of 
Api, to the 2d of May 1767, and the 
neceflity for ſuch diſpatch, as an adjourn- 
ment was fo ſoon to take place, at the de- 
Parture of the Governor on his annual 
circuit; he would probably not have hazard- 
ed Tuch an accuſation.— And as for the Aſ- 
ftembly diſpenſing with their own rule by 
fing on ſuch a conjuncture, ſuch a bill of 
— in a DAY, way, or the Council 


r a © 
„ * — * nr eee — —— NFA 


* 


8 » * 1 1 f 15 . 


* To prove that this act was exititely done at the 
. inſtance of the Governor, and by ſurprize, one has 
only to look at the minutes of Council, of the 28th 
of April, where they adjourn fine Nie. ' The minutes 
of the agth are indeed deſtroyed, but it is clear the 
Council muſt have been ſummoned by the Governor 
for this purpoſe ; and his paſſing the bill on. the ſame 
Gf. fixes the deed on him beyond a doubt. 
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ARTICLE. 
Ks the ſame, who have only a rule 


practice, in relation to that ſubject, will 
the accuſer ſay that this was a ſufficient 


objection (if indeed any at all) to have 
juſtified the Governor's rejection of ſo juſt, 


and proper a bill, —For as to the eleventh 


Article of his Majeſty's general inſtructions 
(referred to by the accuſer without any 
recital) it never was, nor can it ever be un- 
derſtood, to preelude the legiſlature of the 
colony, from giving freedom with indem- 


. nification of the owners, to one, or indeed / 
to any number of ſlaves, for the public 


ſafety, or in a caſe of neceſſity; and this 


will plainly appear by a peruſal of the in- 
ſtruction itſelf, which ſeems chiefly, if not 


wholly to regard the ſubjeQ of landed pro- 
perty, and 1 88 no mention whatever: of 


flaves . 


And as to the diſſent of Mr. Couſton, 


. who pretended to be the ſole owner of 


Auguſtine, (although aſſerted by others o 


be the property of a Muſtee woman livi 


with him) if ſuch diſſent did happen, it was Þ 
after his having repeatedly declared, in the 


courſe of two or three months, his wiſhes 
* to receive him back, I on the e 
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. "ns are freehold, and conſidered as landed 
Property in all the Weſt India iſlands, though the 

ords of Council were ignorant of this fact, which 
makes the inſtruction fully ö | 
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ſurd fiction, and the ſecond proved equally 


ARTICLE IV. 


to quit him for the public ſervice, and even 


prefing his ſtay with the Governor for that 
e—And if afterwards, being inſti- 


8 gated by a few factious diſturbers of govern- 


ment, and incited by his own avarice, he 


affected to make a refuſal, in order to raiſe 


his price on the public; ſurely his perverſe 
conduct was in no way a ſufficient reaſon to 
prevent the legiſlature from doing for this 


- meritorious flave*, what was ſo 5, uſual, 


and proper ;- beſides that due care was taken 
in the bill to authorize and direct a full 
indemnification to be made to the ſaid Cou- 
ſton , or whoever ſhould be found to be the 


real owner.—That as to the public accuſa- 


tions aſſerted againſt Auguſtine, of his hav- 
ing © raviſhed a white woman, murdered 


% Mr. Vandell; and committed other atro- 


« eious crimes,” fories which had been 
moſt invidiouſly raiſed and propagated, be- 
cauſe he was countenanced by the Gover- 
nor; the firſt was ſoon found to be an ab- 


falſe ; for a Marroon Negro named Apolon, 
who had actually been the murderer of Mr, 
Want A e been Arp rens taken, 
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To judge of his merit, ſee the Alden of 
the Grand * March 1oth.. - | F 
I There is no ſuch clauſe in the bill; he is to be 
valued by three of Mr. Melvill's friends, and Mr, 
Couſton never received any money for him. 


Auguſtine 
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ARTICLE. IV. 


Auguſtine ak appeared at the trial 
and Pinſiſted to be confronted with him, 
when Apolon repeatedly confeſſed that he 
himſelf was the murderer of the ſaid Van- 


dell, with Vandell's own piſtol, and that 


Auguſtine was innocent of it; which con- 


feſſion or declaration he made n at the 


place of his execution 

And to the other atrocious crimes of aon 
Auguſtine, as they are neither ſpecified by 
the accuſer, nor were ever heard of before 
by the Governor, he can only anſwer, that 
by all that had appeared to himſelf, and all 
other impartial perſons, his behaviour, and 
character, had been always the reverſe, and 
much approved of; nay when driven into 
the woods for ſome. time, by the- cruelty, 
and jealouſies of the ſaid Couſton, (a very 
worthleſs ſubject, and ſince gone to ſettle. 


in St. Lubie) he had always oppoſed and 


ſometimes prevented the reſt, of the Mar- 


rooners from going on miſchievous deſigns, 


and endeavoured to prepare them for ſub- 

mitting on the firſt good occaſion of being 
pardoned ; which —— — he bimflf | 
embraced under the ſaid indemnity in 


| Tunes £767» and would have . 
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* The confeſſion of 3 was very 3 he 
allowed, indeed, he did the deed, but with Auguſtine's 
conſent, and in his Provence. e e all : are 
principals. e | 


many 


ARTICLE IV. 


many more, but for an ill judged attack 


made againſt the Marrooners in the time of 
tbe ſaid indemnity. 

And as to his conduct gn his bon 

ing himſelf at that period, till at laſt forced 
to abſcond, and quit the Ifland above a year 
afterwards, by a very famous preſentment, 
on which the juſtices had thought themſelves 
' obliged to iſſue a warrant; yet have they 
publickly declared their diſbelief of the 
crimes alledged * ; ſurely it will be the ac- 


cuſer only who can wonder at Auguſtine's 


making his eſcape from ſuch unmerited and 
relentleſs proſecution. 

There yet remains in this miele two 
"pas. but accuſations of ſuch an extra- 
ordinary nature, that nothing leſs than the 
moſt decided ſelf poſſeſſion, and the great 
reſpect due to your Lordſhips, could enable 
the Governor to anſwer in terms of coolneſs | 
and moderation. 

The firſt, where the accuſer Oey 66 hike | 
the faid Robert Melvill, to ſcreen the 
« aforeſaid Auguſtine, did harbour him for 
4 ſeveral months at his houſe nigh St. 
„George's; when it is Notorious, and 
indeed muſt have clearly appeared in the 
courſe of the above detail, that he had openly 


remained there, without either concealment 
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ART IC ILE ir. 
* or intettuptioti, and was frequetitly and 
publickiy employed until the-titic of kis 


quitting the Iſland.— 
— The ſecond is if poſſible more enormous, 
d as it arraigns the whole legillature, viz. 
ar | Governor, Council, and Aſſembly, of hav- 
t ing beſtowedd an act of freedom on Auguſtine, 
28 wich tis other intent than to ſcreen him 
: from puniſhment for the committing of : 
Ne murder, raviſhment, and other tres | 
8 times; arid by way of proof to ſupport 
6 fuch a charge, he has venture to give the 
nd following Formidable reafori, viz. “ That 
N & riegtoe evidence from his becoming a 
50 « free man was inadmiſſible againſt Him, | 
* & according to the laws of the land.” „ | 
he But unfortunately for the accuſer, this diſs ; 
TR tiniction Will not apply in the caſe of Au- N 
He gultine as he would have it underſtobd, but a 
— only in as far as i could operate for « flave . 


"_—_ free under the French government ; 

for the expreſs and very proper terms = - 
the Act were; „That he ſhould enjoy all Act pro- 
the liberties and privileges allowed to free . 
© hegroes in Grenada, and no others; 

{6 that tlie evidence of - ſaves was admiſſi- 

ble * I as muſt have been 
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* Theſe ery words lef the 8 for if free ne- 
groes under the French Government had that privilege, 
ft would ſeem thoſe words communicated the like 


* to Auguſtine, | 
D _ ſufficiently 
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ARTICLE IV. 


ſufficiently known to the diſpaſſionate au- 
thors of the preſentment, as indeed to all 
other perſons, elſe how nugatory as well 
as malicious and perſecuting would their 
conduct have appeared. Thus is the accuſer 
reduced to the unhappy dilemma, of either 
admitting a_ juſt cenſure againſt his beſt . 
friends, or acknowledging a moſt unjuſt one 
againſt thoſe he treats as enemies —a ſitua- 
tion the more unaccountable for him, that 
the admiſſibility of the teſtimonies of ſlaves 
as circumſtantial evidence , even againſt free 
(hite) perſons on criminal trials (which 
too, ſeem to have occupied very much of 
his humane attention) is ſo generally known 
in the Weſt Indies; and that fo ſtriking a 
particular ſhould have eſcaped a gentleman 
whoſe ſuperior diſcernment, judgment, and 
Rnowledge has ſo emboldened him to con- 


demn every. branch of legiſlature, is indeed 
moſt extraordinary. 


Vh ARTICLE... 
' Anſwer. That the ſaid Robert Melvill 
did not © permit John Graham, Peter Gor- 


« don, and other juſtices of the peace of 
the Iſland of Grenada, to- bar the ſevereſt 
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* * This is not 5 and e Melvill mentions 


it as a fact, merely to ſcreen his proceedings againſt 


the Chuncelleries, | why) e WH 
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ARTICLE VNA 


S. and moſt cruel tortures upon the bodies 
« of five negroes, ſuſpected of committing 


« murder ;” but on the contrary, when that 


barbarous murder in queſtion was commit-= - 


ted on two of his Majeſty's natural born 
ſubjects, viz. in the beginning of Auguſt, 


1766, he was reſiding in the town of St. 


George, and heard nothing of theſe exami- 
nations complained of, which had been 
taken without his knowledge, by the ſaid 


juſtices, on or near the ſpot, which was 


at leaſt 15 or 16 miles from the town; con- 
ſequently the criminal permiſſion on the 
part of the ſaid Governor, ſo benevolently 
imputed to him by the accuſer, and which 


in order to be ſuch, or indeed any permiſ- 
ſion at all, muſt have implied his know-- 


ledge of what was to be done, or at leaſt 
what was doing by the ſaid juſtices, proves, 


like ſome other of the upright accuſations, 


not only untrue but impoſſible— 
And with regard to the additional conſe 
of that criminal permiſſion having pro- 
ceeded from ſo ſhocking a purpoſe as, to 
uſe the accuſer's words, © A view to induce 
“ the. negroes to confeſs the ſaid crime, 
% and to accuſe their maſter Mr. La Chan- 


« cellerie*, ws Governor Melvill LOW of 1 no 


. 1 * — 


*The two Les eV Fo er 8 many 
months, and tried on no other evidence than the ac- 
euſation of ſlaves under torture; which accuſation, 
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terms fit for him to utter, or | 
to hear, which can convey his fenſe of it. 


the accuſer cannot have 


__ _ convent 
_. rity; inſtead of ſuffering them to remain 


Under. violent 


7 oy Mavillfgcoacks 


AR 
your Lord ſhips 
An accufation the more aftonifhing, as 


that the 
part of that affair 


Governor had, in the only 


which fell within his province, yielded to 
_ kis own humanity, and the entreaties of 


the two Les Chancelleries beyond, perhaps, 
what was ſtrickly juſtifiable (but fuch ang 


he truſts have ven his few irregularities) 


for he did ſend an order to the accuſer, 


then commanding officer in Fort Royal, to 
receive and accommedate them = as 
as was conſiſtent with ſecu- 


for à conſiderable time in the common 
gaol, the uſual conſinement for perſons 
ſuſpicion of murder f. But to 
to what the accufer has fo hand- 


 fomely ſtated on the ſabje& of the confine- 


ment and liberation af Mr. La Chamcelerie's 


Haves; viz. © That the remonſtrances of the 
moſt reſpectable inhabitants of the colony, 


* had occaſioned a delay of their execution, 
« won the matter was nnn o 22 


&5 


** n — 


es, waswithouvanytruth, 
arid that both the flaves and che maſter were innocent. 
This ſhews he was applied to, and knew of the 


| * of the proceedings. 


3 were under no fuſpieion whatever,. unleſs 
ation of ſlaves under torture in anſwer to 
ion d= beat fuck; W 


a « King" 


brietly 


« King's miniſters, who ordered them to 
& be liberated.” The real circumſtances, as 
far as they relate to the Governor, were 
theſe , viz. That Mr. de Pradine, a 
lanter of the Iſland, and ſon in law of Mr. 

Chancellerie, did indeed (after the tryal 


of that gentleman and {on was over) make 
ſuch repreſentations of circumſtances to 
the ſaid. Governor in behalf of the two 


ſlaves in queſtion as induced him to reſpite 
them, until he could make ſuch farther, 
and ſtrict enquiries, : as could ſatisfy his 


mind concerning their 


guilt or innocence— 


the reſult of which enquiries was ſuch, that 


the Governor became ſtrongly 
that fix particular Marroon ſlaves 


. 


„who had 


been at firſt named by the Chancellerie 


family, were the real inſtruments of the 
murder, (as ſome of them when taken con- 


then remaining in priſon, (the nature of 


ſlayery and other circumſtances being duly 


. * — 
weighed) were not to 
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Ws The llaves were tortured into confeſſion in Auguſt 
1766 ; they were not condemned till May 1767, when 


two had died The 


cry ot che country 


had been ſo ſt 


againſt theſe proceedings, that Mr. Melvill had iſſu 


a commiſſion for three inferior Juſtices to enquire into 


the conduct of the others; but their report was either 


never made or quaſhed, but 
| knowledge of the proceedings, — 
t, Poor Auguſtine was one. 
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Extract of 
hisLordſhip's 
letter inc lo- 
ſing the — 


don, 
duc 


No. Iv. 


of character and of his Majeſty” 
Grenada) has been for ſome time in Eng- 
land, and is no in London: but perhaps 
were the accuſer's motives to be 3j 8 of, 
by thoſe generous rules he ha fo” freely 
applied to others, thoſe very 


ARTICLE V. 


conplices deſerving death: and fuch having 
become the Goyernor's conviction of mind, 


as well as Phat of ſome diſcerning perſons, 


to whom he had communicated his inform- 
ations, he loſt no time“ in making his earneſt 
application to the Earl of Hillsborough for 


obtaining his Majeſty's pardon for them f, 
ghich being moſt graciouſly granted, was 


very ſpeedily by his Lordſhip ſent out, and 
the priſoners were accordingly diſcharged. 
It now only remains for the Governor 


to anfwer on this article, the heavy accuſa- 


tion of his having continued in the commiſ- 
ſion of the peace, John Graham, Peter 
Gordon, and certain other juſtices, whom 
the accuſer has not been equally pleaſed to 
name, although one of them (a gentleman 
s Council of 


circumſtances 


with the vicinity of Weſtminſter Hall, 
would be eſteemed the very identical reaſons 


why only one juſtice ſo far diſtant as Gre- 
nada, and another who has been near two 
TREE deceaſed, have been honoured with 


This was 19 months after the had 18 tortured. 
By this letter of Governor Nevin to the Secre- 
tary of State, the innocence of thoſe unhappy wretches 

is <>; oops ack in the 8 terms. 
\ the 


ARTICEE V. 


the accuſer's kind ſelection, to bear 8 
whole load of all thoſe atrocious imputations 


ſo ſtrongly marked in this following black 


liſt, viz. © Their infficting the moſt cruel 
% tortureson five ſlaves, to make them con- 
e feſs murder, and accuſe their own maſter 
of it, by repeated tortures, extorting the 
<« ſame from them; then apprehending and 
« impriſoning the ſaid maſter, viz. - Mr. La 
« Chancellerie—condemaning the negroes to 
death upon their own confeſſion thus ex- 


„ torted — and having occaſioned the death 


* aof three of the ſaid ſlaves by 1 injuries of 
e torture and long confinement.“— The 
bare recital of ſuch abominable enormities, 
ſo abhorrent to the nature of gentlemen, 


not to ſay to the duty, and characters of 
Britiſh Magiſtrates, ſeems too outrageous, 


not to refute itſelf * ; yet that one or two of 


theſe five ſlaves, who had been. all pointed 
out, as certainly the accomplices if not the 
perpetrators of the horrid murder, having 


proved ee mute f, were cherefore 


* 2 JT TR * 


* Is = one of thoſe. facts which can n 
Were not the ſlaves tortured into confeſſion 7 were 
they not innocent? did not three of them die in pri- 


ſon? was not Le Chancellerie and his ſon confined 
for ſix months, and tried for his life on na other 
evidence? Mr. Melvill does not deny the, fats, but 


alledges they do not apply to him.— All this is  inde- 


i of the loſs La Chancellerie ſuffered. 


To alledge that men who were innocent would 
remain obſtinately mute, refutes itſelf indeed. 
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5 RTICLE v. 


6% to the queſtion, the Governor 
, and believes to be founded in 
fag. But far the better underſtanding of 

cauſes and nature of theſe matters, it 
ſeems nat only proper to conſider to what 
imminent deſtruction the few white inhabi- 
tants (planters and managers eſpecially) in 
every 1 would be expaſed, were ſlaves 
(fince ſlavery is permitted) liable to no 


other methods of examination, trial or 
Puniſhment, than free perſons f, and to reflect 


likewiſe on what has been the uſages inthe 
Engliſh Iſlands in caſes of alarm or dan» 
ger I; hut further it is neceſſary to eop 


5 This very ry expreſſion carries a degree of cruelty 
equal to the torments which the negroes ſuffered— 


Fhe fact is, their thumbs were tied together behind 


their backs, to which the Rope was attached, and 


they were hoiſted up and lowered down four ſeveral 
times in this agony ; this ſlight method of torture (ac- 
cording to Mr. Melvill's expreffion) is reckoned ne 


the cruelleſt uſed in the inquiſition. 


oy © hey are liable to a different methad of — 
but not to tarture of any kind; not perhaps from any 
principle of humanity,” but becauſe it is contrary ta 
the firſt principles of natural juſtice, and always de- 
feats the purpoſe for which it is intended. 

+ Governor Melvill would inſinuate here, that tor- 
ture is uſed in the yen of ſlaves in our colonies in 
caſe of alarm or but nothing can be more un- 
true, though a noble xd at the Cock-p pit aſſerted upon 
the hearing, that it was always u inſt flaves; 
which ferves to ſhew his i ignorance, OE. law and 
fact, and proves to what a miſerable ſtate the affairs 
of the colonies are liable to be reduced where fuch 


66 
in 
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ARTICLE V. 


in ha attention, what follows in reſ- 
pect to theſe conquered and ceded Iſlands of 
Grenada and the Grenadines, viz, 
That although by the eſtabliſhment of 


the Britiſh civil conſtitution in Grenada, in 


1764, that of France had been totally en- 


tinguiſhed, and the French laws wholly 
annihilated by thoſe of England, as was 


equally underſtoed by both the natural born, 
and new acquired ſubjęcts; yet conſiſtently 
with that foundation, it was equally ® held, 
and ſtill is, that the ordinances in the Code 
Noir and all other Freneh laws for the go- 
vernment of ſlaves, of neceſſity did, and 
muſt always ſubſiſt in force, unleſs in as 


far as they ſhall be fublequently altered or 


— — * * 
- 


If ever it was held by any man of ſenſe 5 
Governor Melvill and his aſſoeiates) that any 

the Code Ngir, ar in mag Engliſh, —— hu — | 
for the government of flayes, were in force after the 
Britiſh government was eſtabliſned, we are ready to 
give up the diſpute. It is this allegation of the Gover- 
on and his juftices that OR and demand a _— 
ien u Whether — torture is n permitted 
in dhe lang of Grenada or {4 to prave how futile 
and abſurd this affertion of Mr. Metyilys is. It is to 
be obſerved, that he publiſhed a proclamation himſelf 


| in his Majeſty's name, on the 19th December, 1764, 


wherein are theſe words, all other juriſdictions, © 


i offices, commiſſians, and proceedings for the future, 


not founded on thoſe our laws of England, are here- 
5 by declared to be 7 enn un, void 


# ad e 


repealed 


ARTICLE V. 


repealed by either municipal laws of the 
colony, or by Britiſh acts of Parliament. 
And in conſequence of what has been 
now obſerved, does it not follow that thoſe 
extraordinary methods of examination 
might be moſt ſtrictly legal, — and conſi- 
dering the characters of the juſtices who 
acted, is it not but candid to ſuppoſe, that 
in as far as theſe methods were exerciſed, 
it was from neceſſity only, and with no 
other intent or purpoſe than to diſcover the 
truth, for the better prevention of ſuch 
- atrocious murders in future; — and if ſuch 
only were their motives, can it be de- 
nied that the Magiſtrates acted fron real 
clemeney, as well as from law and juſtice“. 
But the Governor does not think it at all 
neceſſary, on his part, to enter into any far- 
ther defence of the proceedings of theſe 
| gentlemen, which, if requiſite, as he be- 
lieves it not to be, they could do ſo much 
better themſelves; — he will therefore” juſt 
conclude with declaring, that.ſo far was he 
from thinking that it could ever have been 
imputed to him as a crime, the continuing 
theſe gentlemen in the commiſſion of the 
peace, that he ſhould have believed himſelf 
N wood — ns) I in- 


* _— * 'T es n 
— — — — 5 
0 * ** * 1 


| — is — arguments ſuch as theſe, that the * 
unfeeling tyrants vindicate their proceedings. 
* ſttructions, 


Fut » for which the gentleman had jocoſely 


ARTI CLE vt. 


ſtructions, (which the accuſer is ſometimes 
ſo very fond of quoting, or rather miſ-quo- 


ting) and his duty of Governor for the inte- 
reſt and ſafety of the public, if he had 
diſplaced * Magiſtrates of fuch e 


Zeal, e wy merit, ; 


Ich ARTICLE, 


| Anſwer. That the ſaid Governor Mel⸗ 
vill, did not. order Lieutenant Thomas 


% Roſs, without any legal crime having been 


e alledged againſt him 7, as aſſerted by the 


accuſer, to be taken into the cuſtody of 
* the deputy provoſt Marſhall ;” but onl 
: ? ſignified to him a demimftinenk v to o the fi 


— 


4 Wande of ares N 00 were preferred to 


the Council, 


+ If there was a bean crime, it . Mr. Mel- 


vill to ſtate it. The real fact was, that Mr. Roſs 


having been aſked by a gentleman to eat a ee of 
cold mutton with him in a tavern where the 3 


be toon Herb bim @ precedent ; Mr. Roſs had — 
Damn your precedent; I know my duty better than 
he can teach me: which was ſaid in alluſion to ſome 
diſpute they had formerly had on a point of ceremony. 


One is apt to remember the caſe of Lord Mount- 


norris on th.s occaſion, which coſt Lord Strafford ſo 
dear; but he choſe a Court Martial to be the miniſters 
of his wanton vengeance : this is the firſt inſtance of 
a Civil Court being ſo employed. 

t This is a ſubterfuge beyond father Foigard i in the 


| play ; it is aſked, by what N did the Council 


commit 


ſaid, 


+ .£ 
nap -\ 
* 


ARTICLE VI. 


- cuſtody by the Council in preſence of the 
Board, who had juſt before, on the Gover- 
nor's coming in, communicated to him 
their reſolved commitment of the ſaid 
5 f Roſs, for an * outrage or offence 
gainſt Mr. Turner in his public character 

as e which they ſaid had been 
clearly proved againſt him, on ſundry exami- 
nations upon oath taken before a committee 
of enquiry, and afterwards laid before the 
Board, and which offence they unanimouſly 
held to be of dangerous tendency, and cer- 
tainly actionable; — and further, when he 
the ſaid Lieutenant Roſs had deen informed 
as above, that he was in the hands or cuſ- 
tody of the deputy Provoſt Marſhall who 

ſtood near him in the Council chamber, he 
was told; to the beſt of the Governor's recol- 


lection, by ſome perſon preſent, that he 
might have immediate bail or ſend for it, 


_ 


commit for words ian at 2 YO or in what 
character did the Governor act, according to his own 
account of this eruel and diſgraceful tranſaction ? * | 
V Itis again aſked, what was the outrage or offence? 
or r ſuppoſing an outrage or offence had really been 
N can the Council (except in a ſegiſlative 
* enquire into any miſdemeanor, or commit 
crimes, even without hearing what the' 
| - to fay in his defenee ? Tt appeared before the 1 
* Committee of Council, that the Governor had 
actually ſent his orderly Serjeant for Mr. Roſs, ich 


— ill more 9 
* but 


ARTICLE VI. 


but he declined it, and chofe to go with ich he 
_ deputy Provoſt Marſhall to bring wee 


his own friends for that which fo 
accordingly did in a. very time, and 


was bound over to take his trial; — that 


whatever happened fubfequently to the ſaid 
Lieutenant Roſs until his trial was over, the 

aid Governor neither knew aof, nor took 
dhe ſmalleſt ſhare in: and further, if the 

fine to the King which Lieutenant Roſs had 
been ſentenced to pay was not remitted, he 
as well as Lieutenant Hook of the fare 
corps, could not but be ſenſible that there 
was in the Governor a very favoarable dif« 
poſition for it, which however the ſaid 
Lieutenant Roſs did not chuſe (he behieves) 


toavail himſelf of: — but by thislaſtexplanu- | 


tion, the Governor does not mean to 
whether he had approved, or diſapproved 
in his mind of the ſentence againſt the ſaid 
Lieutenant Roſs, which in no way fell under 
his eognizance, but juſt to fhew that in the 


only part within his power a tendency to 
lenity prevailed.— | 


And after the above anfwer, how. tru 


Juſt, and benevolent are the acoum 
aceuſations in this article, of violating 


= The rnftractio; on Alluded to, is in theſe 


words, 
Tou ſhall not by eye. or by deputy, act as a 
* Judge or juſtice of the peace,” 


* ing 


& e L. n 


47 


ARTICLE VI. 


« ing out which of them) and directing 
% and countenancing the moſt unjuſt, cruel 
« and illegal proſecution againſt the ſaid 
« Lieutenant Roſs,” muſt evidently appear. 


VIE ARTICLE... 
Anſiuer. That if Mr. Alexander Sym- 
ſon, who was the Governor's publick offi- 
cial Secretary, (indeed ſometimes ſtiled 
private Secretary, in contra-diſtinction to 
the Patentee-Secretary of theſe Iſlands) and 
was reſident in the town of St. George, 
while the Governor for want of a govern- 
ment houſe was obliged to reſide at a place 
in the neighbourhood “, (his own purchaſe) 
had been capable and deſirous to promote 
an improper petition, he might have eaſily 
done it without either the encouragement 


1 . 1 * a * * = 
Bax 4 tt. * <> r - - 5 e 1 
— 


*. For what purpoſe this is introduced, except to 
vindicate the great expence of public money in the 
inland of Grenada, is difficult to gueſs. Mr. Symſon 
ſurely ſaw the Governor eve 7 If he drew the 
petition, and carried it about for ſubſcriptions, there 
is no doubt the Governor knew, and approved of it: 
beſides the laboured, hackneyed ſtile of the petition, 
which proves Mr. Melvill's hand beyond a doubt to 
any one who is a judge of compoſition; add to this, 
that Mr. Melvill has approved of the petition, and 
ſays in a few lines further, that it was moſt ju/? and 
indiſpenſiblse; and therefore his fitneſs for being the 
ſupreme magiſtrate in a province, may be determined 
by the contents of this peti tion. 

or 


1 
8 
.© 


ARTLOLE vn. 47 


or knowledge of the Governor; ; besides ts 
as a proprietor of the Iſland, Mr. Symſon's ; 
right to join in any meaſure he believed for | 
its common good, was to be viewed as 
entirety independent. 
But this petition is by no means s granted 
to have been ſuch, as it has been moſt can- 
didly and handfomely repreſented by the 
accuſer, viz, * A molt injurious petition on At 
« the ſubject of religion from the meaneſt, 
« againſt the moſt reſpectable of the inha- 
« bitants, under falſe pretences, having 
« thereby ſown irreconcilable diviſions. 
between his e s new and old ſub- 
jects.“— ch BR | 
For on the. contrary, the ſaid petition, 
which was preſented to the Governor in 
Council on the 3d day of December 1767, | 
had been, as moſt ſuſt and indiſpenſible, | 
ſigned by almoſt the whole body of natural = 
born ſubjects, who were then under the | 
greateſt apprehenſions and alarm for their 
civil and religious rights, ſo illegally and 
audaciouſly attacked (as they conceived) on 
the gth of November, by the new Roman 
catholiek ſubjects, faid to have been keenly 
inſtigated to it, by ſome of the moſt factious 
of the Britiſh and Iriſh, who, rather than 
not have a majority in the third Aſſembly, 
which was to meet on the 15th of Decem- 
ber, had begun ſome months before the 
4 of the ſecond, which. was to be 
| on 
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on the 14th of October, moſt wickedly to 


: pretended by Mr 
do de as if as could poſſibly be bee 
_ them ih conformity to the treaty of 


, with his Maj 


rank of Whitefield'stabernacle, or the wild 


ARTICLE: VIL 


ſap, and deftroy, that very general ding 


ment and confidetice which the new fubjects 


had hitherto entertainied for his Majefty's 
Governor; and artfully inſinuating to them, 


that notwithiſtanding his apparent qualitiesof 
Bene volence, integrity and candour *, he was 


in teality a man of deep diſimulation and 
defigh: == That all the impartiality or even 


_ favoulir which he had feemed to ſhew them, 


either by his condutt there, or by repreſen- 


tations to the King's Minifters, 3 only 
meant to dereive thetn ; and that all their 
free emjoyment of their religion, — their 


admiſhon on juries e themſelves, 
and permiſſion, on taking the oatlis of ſupre- 
macy, to vote for 2 which was 

Ill and the Council, 


and the Engltth conſtitution, or conſiſten wv 
efty's commiſſion and infftuc= 
tions, were : Jail a * n 


4 


* There wet n 


ee 


preachers in Scotland, who ever imputed thoſe qualities 
to his excellency. Boes the Governor think char by 411 
ofctiial repetition of the words, humariity, benevolence, 
candorg delicacy, Sc. that the qualities follow like 


water in a pump? However he might have practiſed thoſs 


arts in his youth, the people here are tov 1 to be 


doecived By ſuen eoftimoit-ptict « 


and 


AR T 1COLE VII. 


and that the Governor might, if really well 
diſpoſed in their favour, grant them an ad- 


| miſſion both into legiſlature;-and offices: fof - + 


and truſt, without their And 
ſubſcribing the teſt, which n. they 
the factious) ſhould be very well ſatisfied 
with, provided they themſelves were 
brought into the Aſſembly. And that 
ſuch language as th, ſhould very ſpeedily 
mislead, and tranſport; a a people of their 


 levity and inexperienee in ſuch election 


artifices, was but naturally to be expected. 
— And yet it is but juſt to ſay, that had 
not theſe impreſſions been very ſtron 
enforced, and kept up by à very few among 
themſelves, brd en artful, and de- 


figning than the reſt, the effegts would | 


| never have become ſo general, and 

cious *: but with their nid; fo far had the 
ſmall and deſperate Engliſh party foon pre- 
vailed with tfieſe people, that there appeared 


to the legiſlature to be no other remedy ſeft 


which could be effectual for the preventing, or 
at leaſt defeating an underſtood intention of 
the French Roman catholicks to become 
repreſentatives, with the confuſion and 

| many miſchiefs to be dreaded therefrom, 
but to inſert in the election law, Which was 


to be N before the N * e 


1 23 


* Tt is ee then, that the ec org | 
* then 


49 


59 


dinary ſtri 
and when —— by the: firmneſs: of 


AR TICLE VI. 


then Aſſembly, a particular clauſe requirin g 


that all candidates ſhould be ee . 5 


Which Was accordingly done cit; 
But although this bill had been deliberately 
prepared, and had paſſed in an Aſſembly 
with open doors, and was duly publiſhed 
in the uſual manner, by the y Provoſt 
MarſhaHl;. about four weeks A the firſt 
day of election, which was fixed for the 
th of November 1767 ; yet ſo encouraged, 
and excited, had they been, that they failed 
not even hen, to make that moſt extraor- 
uggle, to be admitted on the poll; 


the returning officer, ſupported by the pre- 
vious opinion of his Majeſty's attorney ge- 
neral, they then openly made their written 


| proteſt ®, calling in queſtion, if not denying 
the authority of the law itſelf, although 
made by their on repreſentatives; and 
next, under all the rage of their diſap- 


pointed paſſions, and with the moſt heated 


predilection for their worthy, adviſers, they 


proceeded: by their univerſal majority ta 
chooſe-in, for almoſt every pariſh, ſome of 
Ba: new rike or r of thar known alſo- 


FOO TO TIE "Ix". % . — 


- * Proelting againſt 1 — in en. — — 
nugator is not illegal nor abſurd, brave there is 
another ep to entail the coriſequences the law, the 


1 1 2 


King's confirmation at home; and it might eaſily be 
h in men e to 2, this 2 to ſecure | 


cir right.” 


is | 
+ . = 


© ciates, 4 


ARTICLE VII. 


cates; rejecting moſt of - the old Orr 


who had been before nr in their eſteem 
and confidence. | 


And it ſeems here not improper:to had 7 
plained, that as moſt of the Grenada Catho—- 


licks, have been bred with great attach- 
ment to the power of the King of France, 


and the juriſdi tion of the Gallican church, 
but with little regard for the Pope's hierar- 


chy *; they have generally not ſerupled to 


take the oath of ſupremacy, which with 
thoſe of allegiance and abjuration, were all 
that were required for voting, and the qua- 


lifications improperly being alſo fixed very 


low, they greatly outnumbered the natural 


born ſubjects at the elections, who have the 
largeſt properties, and are oftener non reſi- 
dent, inſomuch that the formation of the 


Aſſembly, man be conſidered as hmm in 


their power. 


From theſe unhappy colin n 
ſion in the iſland was ſo encreaſed, and ſuch 


apprehenſions raiſed amongſt the natural- 


born ſubjects, as produced that moſt ſerious 
petition to the Governor and Council, ſo 


decently characterized by the accuſer in 


terms above quoted, and as candidly aſſer- 
ted to be 7380 the "Oy e the moſt 
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bh Surely theſe irs eiche not to be 23 
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Us refpetable bf the inhabitants; although 


the ſignatures of all the Engliſh inha- 
bitants will be found to the original 
which was tranſmitted home by the Gover- 
nor, excepting a very few and thoſe who 
were then elected on the principles and 
rom” the - circumſtances abovementioned; to 
whoſe violent proceedings after their meet- 


ings of Aſſembly on the 15th of December, 
_ © 1767, and 15th of March, 1768, flowing from 


their own paſſions and raſh engagements to 
their Catholick conſtituents, added to their 
firſt ſeductions of them, and the pernicious 
conſequences therefrom, and of to that 
petition, as aſſerted by the accuſer, muſt be 
chiefly, if not wholly imputed: thoſe divi- 
ſions which he is pleaſed to think irrecon- 
cileable. 

But on what Srbunds he ſorchades ſo 
diſmally for the colony, the Governor can- 
not conceive, unleſsthe acciiſer be connected 


with, and foreknows the miſchievous de- 


ſign of perpetuating thoſe diviſions, to be 
as determined plan of a ſmall but invidious 
and buſy faction ; which having ſprung 
from the meaneſt jealouſy before the Gover- 


nor's arrival, and gained force afterwards 


by the aceeſſion of ſome angry and difap- 
pointed men, has continued till this day bo 
diſtract and diſtreſs that particular land; 


For happily for all the reſt (Dominica ex- 


bs and that _ during acertain 3 
\ they 


ARTICLE VI 


they were never able to get credit * enough 
in them, either to diſturb their government 
or divide their inhabitants. — But the. Go- 
vernor does not ſuffer himſelf to deſpair, 
(now that the workings of the faction have 
been ſo fully detected and are fo generally 
condemned) but that eyen in Grenada, by 
the wiſe and gracious meaſures of his Ma- 
jeſty, to forward and maintain a good un- 
derſtanding between the natural- born and 
| acquired ſubjects, ſuch may be effected f, 
and as great harmony reſtored as prevailed 
in 1766, when the ſecond Aﬀembly was 
choſen by their united voices; and in which 
was propoſed with approbation, an act of 
naturalization, to remove every doubt of the 
new ſubjeRs being in any reſpe& on a worſe 
footing than if they had been born in a 
colony under the dominion of his Majeſty. 


* 


) e | * — 
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It was not for want of credit in the complainants, 
but becauſe Governor Melvill never reſided in any of 
thoſe iſlands, except Grenada and Dominica, to exer- 
iſe his king-craft. 2 8 144 She 
The meaſures his Majeſty is purſuing, are cer- 
5 tainly very proper if legally executed. But whether a 
. man who had raiſed thoſe odious and illiberal diſtinc- I- 
? tions on the ſubject of religion, and who appears ig- 
8 norant of every principle of government, is the proper 


8 perſon to carry into execution meaſures which he has fo 

1 long opp ſed, becomes the queſtion ? Few men beſides 

) Lord Hillſborough,would have perſevered in this choice: 
but it is poſſible his Lordſhip may be directed by a 

, ſecret influence, more powerful than any yifible agent, 


VI ARTICLE. 


| Anſwer. To this general aſſertion of che . 
accuſer, without ſpecifying the ſundry 
letters to the juſtices of the peace, the Go- 


' vernor, fully conſcious of the contrary, can 
only return a general negative, defying the 


accuſer ever to produce any ſuch letters— 


But with regard to the particular letter 


be has been pleaſed to point out ſo unex- 


pectedly, viz. of the 27th of April 170), 
fo the juſtices, and of which happily a copy 


has been preſerved,—the Governor, dif- 


agreeably forced as he is, by the neceſſity 
of juſtifying himſelf, ſhall anſwer by a 
more particular explanation to your Lord- 
ſhips, which is as follows; KLE 
That the accuſer, when Lieutenant Colo- 
hel, and commanding officer of his Majeſty's 
oth regiment, on the 21ſt of April 1767, 
was unhappily convicted, after ſundry ex- 
aminations taken upon oath in the courſe 
of ſeveral days, before two of his Majeſty's 
Juſtices of the peace, of having incurred the 
penalty provided by a ſection of the mutiny 
act, (in the preſent one, the Goth ſection) 


* 


1 ** — * . 
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* 
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Alt is an undoubted fact, that this ſectiun does not 
extend to his Majeſty's colonies, and that officers 
offending there in this reſpect, mult be tried under the 
annual act for extending thoſe powers to the juſtices in 
America, where the manner of proceeding is very dif- 

CE OY Ea = 


o Py * 
J ᷣ .. SR on Y  O©7__ \ 


AW TI CE E VIII. 


againſt “ any commanding officer who! 
„ ſhall wilfully neglect or refuſe to deliver 
over to the civil magiſtrate, any non- 
« commiſſioned officer or ſoldier, ho 
“ ſhall be accuſed of any violence or offence: 
« againſt the perſon, &. of any of his Ma- 
«-jeſty's ſubjects, or to be aiding and aſſiſt- 
« ing to the officers of juſtice in appre- 
„ hending ſuch offender, in order to bring 
4 him to tryal.“ Which penalty by the 
faid act is, that the ſaid commanding offi= 

cer ſhall be deemed and held to. be 722 n, 
caſhiered — | 
That the convicting magiſtrates havin 
given a formal communication of the ſaid. 
conviction: to the Governor, it became his 
indiſpenſible duty to give likewiſe a due 

and immediate communication of it to the 
whole corps of officers, which he accor- 
dingly did by a letter to Captain Gordon, ©< 
on whom, as next ſenior officer, the com- 
mand had devolved, ſuppoſing the convic- 
tion to be valid, as it was determined to be, 
by the only Crown Lawyer then preſent ®;— 
in which letter the Governor did not Fail 
to expreſs both his great concern for what 


[ M1 
” * 5 


— * 


ferently regulated: and this i is ot inſtance of Mr. ö 
Melvill's ignorance of the law. 

* This is groſly miſrepreſented, for Jade 8 
the chief juſtice, declared the NIE ho. AER to = 


maren and illegal. | 
| . CT : had 


A'R T1 C LE VIE 


hadhappened *, and to recommend earneſtly 
ſuch conduct: Un: the part of the preſent ac- 
euſer, and the reſt of the officers, as he 
thought might be your REIN to n 
the accuſe.. 

That although the 5 Gtimitted to 
the conviction, and did not endeavour to 
retain the command, or diſpute its having 
devolved on Captain Gordon, yet the Go- 
vernor is now ſorry (but forced) to ſay, that 
neither the accuſer nor any of his military 


2 


* adviſers did pay that regard to his (the 
Governor * advices which he had een 


_ withed. 

That in e ee * it, the exaviding 
juſtices, who had expreſly and repeatedly 
declared their regret for having been under 
the neceſſity of performing ſo diſagreeable 
a part of their duty againſt the faid late 


Lieutenant Colonel; and had even intimated 
their wiſhes that the conſequences ſhould 


prove as little detrimental to him as poſſible, 


became uneaſy at the behaviour and lan- 


guage held againſt them ;—particularly on 
account of 2 thrown 8 8 85 mem 


* Tt requires a man to have been nurſed in the 


cradle of hy rify to read ſuch letters with common 
| patience, Cromwell's praying for the King when he 
Was going to cut off-his head, is not half ſo fulſome. 

+ Ho was jt poſſible to retain the n h 
che wil of the * General IM 
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A'TICELE VIII: 


with regard to the conviction, and there- 
fore came to a reſolution, for their own juſti- 
fication, of bringing it for an affirmation 
before the ſeſſions, which were then upon 
the point of being helc. e 
That when the Governor had notice of 
this deſign of the juſtices, being alarmed , 
leſt after an affirmation by the Bench, 
which there appeared not the leaſt doubt of 
happening, they ſhould immediately direct 
a certificate of it to be tranſmitted by the 
clerk of the court, to his Majeſty's judge 
advocate general of the forces, and thereby 
totally diſqualify the ſaid Lieutenant Colonel 
from being ever reſtored by the gracious 
pleaſure of his Majeſty,” however deſerving 
his future ſentiments and conduct might 
render him of it, the Governor immediately, 
under all theſe feelings for the accuſer's fate, 
conſideration for his relations, and of re- 
ſpect for his Majeſty's military ſervice, wrote 
the ſaid letter directed to the juſtices at the 
Court-houſe, but without the leaſt idea that 
it could have any effect whatever on the 
juſtices in their judicial capacities, (as moſt 


— 


* This anxiety and alarm is indeed ſurprizing from 
a man who had been keeping this affair depending 
under a train of myſterious negotiation for five months, 
and who had it in his power to end the diſpute in a 
moment, as he wa: himſelf the commanding officer, 
and could have ordered the man to be delivered up, 
when applie i to by Colonel Johnſtone for that 222 
1 I certainly 


Copy of the 
private let- 
wr in which 
the former 
letter was in- 
cloſed, pro- 
duced. 

No. 1 


ARTICLE vim 


certainly it had not) but merely for the 
above mentioned purpoſe of preventing the 


immediate tranſmiſſion of a certificate, which 


accordingly did not happen; —for the ſaid 
letter of the Governor (which at the deſire 
of the juſtices had been read in open court, 
having been ſent eneloſed to one of them, 


who was charged to give only a communi- 


cation of the contents, at the time, and in 


the manner that ſhould be thought proper) 


was regarded by the juſtices, and applauded 


as a moſt generous interpoſition on the Go- 


vernor's part , a'circumſtance which three 
of theſe gentlemen now in London would 


: readily teſtify .— 


That during the accuſer's ſtay in the 
Wand, for ſeveral weeks afterwards, till his 
departure for London, at which time the 
Governor was on his annual circuit, no 
better terms having enſued between the 


accufer and the juſtices, but on the contrary, 
the animoſities between ſome of the officers 


and the body of Magiſtrates having exceed- 
ingly encreafed ; the Governor was, (almoſt 


* 


22 „This AID Fig renders the Pe ill more in- 
dignant to every generous breaſt : the Lieutenant Co- 


Jonel afked no favor, but a fair tryal ; the Governor 


had no right to interfere with his delicacy and humane 
feclings. Every Engliſh gentleman will ſee the hypo- 
eritical artifice in this letter, whatever effect it might 
vary had upon Judges educated 1 in a different country. 
ä immediately) 
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immediately) after his return in July, officially 

applied to by the clerk of the peace, purſuant 
to a direction of the juſtices, to give the for- 
mal authentication by his, the Governor's, 
ſignature, and affixing the ſeal of the Iſland 
to the proceedings againſt the ſaid late 
Lieutenant Colonel “; which proper officer 
at the ſame time producing ſome papers at 
fuch, and as the affirmation, certified with 
the faid clerk of the peace's own 1ig- 
nature, they recerved that of the Governor, 
and were immediately carried away by him 
in order to be tranſmitted.  * _ | 


The ſeal of the iſland never was affixed, it was the 
Governor's private ſeal, and in that copy there appears 
many things added, which were neyer read in court 
ſeveral omitted that were read, and particularly the 
diſſent of the chief juſtice. The name of Arthur L. 
Pigott is forged, as he confeſſes himſelf,” and therefore 
Mr. Melvill has uſed the following expreſſion in his 

anſwer, At the ſame time producing ſome papers 
„ as ſuch,” * and as the affirmation ;”” but the forgery 
is too palpable to eſcape under ſuch a general aſſertion, 
It may now be aſked, why was not this produted as a 
charge? One gentleman in particular was ſtrenuous in 
opinion, that it ſhould have been produced, but it was 
alledged that the other charges were ſufficient to get Mr. 
Melvill diſmiſſed, which is all that was wanted; and it 
was further alledged, that conſidering the prejudices of 
ſome of the judges, it was poſſible, upon producing the 
true authenticated copy, in order to prove the other to 
be falſified, fabricated, and forged; that ſome perſon 
might have availed himſelf of that circumſtance to liti- 
gate the conyviction. There certainly is not the leaſt 
reaſon for ſuſpecting any of the judges capable of ſuch 
meanneſs, and it is equally clear, \ ſuppoling they 
were, the whole is illegal, null, and void in every part. 


That 
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ARTICLE VIII. 


That the Governor, althou gh he could 
by no means conſiſtently with his public 


duty interfere: to prevent this ſtep of law, 


and. which too if he had been capable of 
acting, from the diflatisfaftion cauſed by 
the Truitleſsneſs and ungrateful returns 
attending his former mediations, he ſhould 

certainly not have regretted ; yet ſwayed 
by the ſame prevalency of generous and hu- 
mane feelings, he does confeſs his having 
interfered, and that he did prevail ſo far as 
to have the tranſmiſſion previouſly made to 


'Mr. Maitland, the colony agent in London, 
for his delivery of them to the judge adyo- 


cate ;—which being complied with, and the 
ſaid Mr. Maitland, having underſtood (as 
it 1s ſuppoſed) by ſome benevolent hints 
ſent him from Grenada, that provided the 
{aid Lieutenant Colonel ſhould, on due 
reflection or by the advice of his friends, 


make ſuch a written acknowledgment, as 
_ ould be approved by a majority of Gre- 
nada proprietors in England, it might be 


ſent to the Iſland ®, where it was hoped, if it 


ſhould appear juſt to the public characters 


— —— 


" N * 


*The opinion which the gentlemen of the iſland en- 


tertained on this buſineſs, may be ſeen by the letter of 


the Aſſembly, of the 8th January, where it is called 
i that ſcandalous proſecution,” and by a' letter to 


Lieutenant Colonel Johnſtone, from the 5 in- 


>, of 


F . 


ARTICLE vi. 


of the juſtices, and fatisfaQtory for the ſups 
port of law, it would be accepted of; and 
that in the mean time he might venture to 
delay the delivery of the certificate, & c. to 
the judge advocate general; a meaſure 
which the good diſpoſition of Mr. Maitland 
concurring in, very probably produced the 
moſt favourable effects for the — — But 
as all conſequences from this period ſeem 
not ſo immediately relative to the above let- 
ter of the 27th of April; or the Governor's 
ronduct correſpondent; therewith, and may 
alſo be thought connected with a public 
Point of great delicacy on the ſuhject, per- 
haps remains undecided; — he judges it 
moſt proper here to end his detail —and for 
the ſame conſideration; of delicacy , he ſhall 
neither give any account of the cauſes of 
the conviction, no make any obſervations 
on the diſpoſitions or conduct of the parties 
concerned. But after having vindicated 
himſelf, from any intent or endeavour, At 
any time to direct the juſtices in their judi- 
elary capacities, he thinks it alſo due to 
_ -thole magiſtrates to ſay, that had he been 
capable of ſuch attempts, they would have 
been rejected with juſt indignation; — and 
it ſeems here not improper to be remarked, 
that the juſtices of the peace in Grenada, as in 
other Weſt India colonies, are not only by 
the nature of his Majefty's inſtructions with 
| 8 to their appointment and removal, 
0 but 


* 
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AR TI 0 LE VIII. 


but by cheir being i in. general the members 


of legiſlature, and men of the greateſt pro- 
perty, in a fituation, even abſtractedly from 
motives of duty, much above ſuffering ſuch 


influence and direction as is implied * 


them in this article of accuſation. 


But to conclude From what dictate af | 


the head, or ſenſation of the human heart, 

could ariſe the accuſer's attempt to add (for 
added it ſeems to have been) this laſt article, 
worked up into the form of a public accuſa- 
tion, while ſo conſcious that it could not 
bear that of a perſonal complaint; is to the 
Governor, and he truſto e ever wilt has N 
eee | 1 


75 the CONCLUSION. 
1 From all which it appears, that 


the ſaid Governor Robert Melvill, was not 
<« guilty of ſundry illegal, grievous, cruel, 
* oppreſſive, and unjuſt acts towards his 
„ Majeſty's ſubjects, contrary to the known 


« laws of the land, and derogatory to the 
high truſt committed to him by his Ma- 


<« jeſty's commiſſion and inſtructions,“ as 
has been accumulated againſt him with fo 


much benevolence, truth. and ned in this 


| contiulling: accuſation.,— 


But on the contrary — that 5 adminif- 


tration in all theſe matters (as in all others) 
was not * directed by principles of 22. 


Wy 
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CONCLUSFON 


law; juſtic and bumanity *, but moſt zealouſly 
executed-according to the beſt of his 3 
ledge 3 and judgment for the good of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, ard the public intereſt; in 
colnjeritth with which 1 is notorious chat 
he ever readily. ſacrificed his..own health, 
eaſe and fortune; — a conduct which has 
been not only acknowledged in many Warm 
and. grateful addreſſes from thoſe, of the 
Iſlands he governed, but he preſumes to 
flatter himſelf is the ſole foundation on 
Which he has been honoured with ſo many 
gracious marks of his royal. Maſter's appro- 
bation. — Some errors he may have commit- 
ted; but never wilfully, nor from the want 
of the warmeſt Zeal for the King's ſervice, 
and the public good; perhaps too when it 
is conſidered hat an unparalleled taſk he 
had to perform,” at ſuch a diſtance, in in ſuck 
a climate, and in colonies. ſo various, e | 
ſo diſcordantly. compoſed, with new. legiſla- 
tures, courts and eſtabliſhments to create 
and carry on, factious ſtruggles, uncommon 
auen a "RO, perplexing 


* 
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© T6 3 imagined b ſome, that this Decoration in 

favour of the Juſtice, my diligence, zeal, know- 
ledge, judgment, and integrity 'of the Governor, 
would have been believed from any body ſooner than 
himſelf ; but the Governor certainly knew his judges, 
and that he could not produce a ſtronger evidence for 
Zheſy conviction of mind 222 his ohen n teſtimony. . | 


„ difficulties 


CONCLUSION. 


_ difficulties to ſurmount “; - and that 1 
often in the want (from death . 2. 00 


. 


4 - E 


— . 


* The hiſtory of all the Colonies together, ted nol 
produce ſuch innumerable inſtances of palpable abſur- 
dities in Government, as this of Grenada in three 

| under Mr*Melvill : we ſhall ſtate a few of them 
* their order of enormity beſides thoſe in the charges. 

FIRST, March 30, 1767, He has made the Coun- 
ef one and all rake an oath that they will be true and 
faithful to his excellency Robert Melvill, © and that 

| Low they will not conceal any treaſonable or ſeditious 

eeches againſt his ſaid excellency, but that they 

1 1 give ſpeedy notice thereof unto his ſaid excel- 


K lency. This we conceive to be — 


ſon, which will invalidate all their acts. 

IIdly, In the oath he has taken as chancellor, which 

ought to be to determine according to equity and good 

Tonſcience, he has ſworn to determine 66 En to 
cc law. „„ 

IIIAIx, ib ee e 
abliſhed, he has enacted various proſecutions fot 
lony, and eſtabliſhed regulations under which ne- 

- groes were liable to the pains of death, under which 


many were executed contrary to law, and the King's 


inſtructions, which reſtrains his powers to regulations, 
* do not affect the life, limb, or liberty of the ſub- 


Naval, The Werbe Valentine Morris Horne, 
attorney general, is ſworn a member of the Council, 
but admitted to plead before the Council, as a court 
of error. This is incompatible. 


Vthly, In his election ordinance, and afterwards 


in his election law, he has permi and ordained 

that Councellors ſhall be the perpetual returning offi- 

cers; which is a ſoleciſm in the politics of our Govern- 
ment, beyond any thing to be conceived, 

|  VIthly, He exacted the capitation tax for the King's 


own 218 "7 his private ſecretary, notwithſtanding g the, 


King's 
\ Ns 


ſince. 


OO NOGL VSTO N. 
of the moſt. neceſſary. public officers, and 


deſtitute of other aſſiſtance and ſupport, 


it may appear rather a matter of wonder“ 


that his errors were not both many and great; 


and that it otherwiſe happened, he pretends 


not to aſcribe to either uncommon capacity 
or knowledge; but to the carefulneſs, dili- 


gence, and integrity of views, with Which 52 
he conſtantly acted. 


But not to treſpaſs farther on your pe wo 
ſhips important time; — the ſaid Governor: | 


ths. „„ — * 


which it is declared that the iſland ſhall be governed 
the laws and conſtitutions of England: M4; 
 VLlthly,. He raiſed the 4 per Cent. by proclamations. 
notwithſtandin in the other Caribbee iſlands it was 
really given Jak, granted 7 of Aſſembly, fof fortify- | 


ing the iſland and other public purpoſes of Government; 
norwithitanging 4 it has been ſo ſharefully 999/71 41" 


Villthiy, After having 3 chat che now. 
adopted Roman Catholic ſubje&ts had a legal right td 


King 8 proclamatioh of the 70 of OAober, 1763, b 54 


vote for repreſentatives of the Aſſembly, he propoſed 


dn e . in Council whether it was expedient to admit 
em to the exerciſe of their right: 
IXthly, He pu up the office of Governor of St; 
Vincent's to à public poll of the inhabitants. 
Xthly, He publiſhed a proclamation rqth Feb 
| 1768, forbidding foreigners: to reſort to the iflan 


and ordering ſeveral others to withdraw, though every 


other colony is winning them by premiums ! 

XIthly, He permitted his favourite Aſſembly to 
expell a member; Mr. Macvicar; on the moſt 2 
lous grounds, and to re- admit him _ without 4 
new election. 

*The wonder an if his friends canthew how 
he could N wn committed more abſurdities. 


F ©  Mebilh 


CONCLUSION. 


Mtv Fully confitent Gar the truth of 
| the above anfwers is clearly fupported by 


the minutes of tlie Council of Grenada, 


&xc. for 1767 and 1768*, and by other 
papers, (to which with the accuſer he ap- 
_ peals) as well as By the notorzety of the 
facts themſelves, he prefumes to hope, that 

not only in juſt reparation to his fair cha- 
racter, fo injuriouſly attacked, and in conſi- 

deration” of the peculiar hardfhips he has 
_ ſuffered from its being ſo d/irefsfully timed, 


hut alfo för the eſſential and neceſſary 


ſapport due to his Majeſty s repreſentative 
and chief Governor, in a truſt [5 difficult 
and important; 

That your Iordhips will be feed to 
dons the ſaid complaints or accuſations, 
as not only frivolous and vexatious, but 


maſt maliciqus, falſe, and ſcandalous; or 


with ſuch other cenſure as to your Lordſhips 


wiſdom and juſtice ſhall ſeem fit. 
"All een is moſt humbly fubmaifted to 
your Foray, by 
ROBERT MELVI LL. 


8 1 2 naked Mn. hw. ito. hn. — I "IY — FW i 5 20.” LA TY — 


— It is clear | this, that the different Minutes 


were tranſmitted. May it be aſtad, what then are become: 
of all thoſe that particularly relate to the amel of, 
accuſation? ... 


ik The time when. Ms. Melyili P to 
aniwer 


might be very diſtreſsful, namely on the gth' 
of Janu 1770; but ſurely at the time of giving i IN; 
the complaint in October, 4 


itſelf ie be obliged to ſubmit fath anſwers to the judge. 
ment * men of ſenſe, * 


eres egen 


re could be no hardſhip - 
in point of imme. Howeyer diſtreſsfal it may be in 
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LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOHN $FONE, 5 


TO THE ANSWERS 9 ne 


ROBERT. MELVILL-ESQe 


2801 


Governor nd Coldttvihier1 in Chit of” his 
M ajeſty” 8 Southern Carribee Ifands. 


. 
a 


"OVERNOR Melyill fon out — 
| complaining that the- charge againſt 
him was, not preferred immediately upon bis 

arrival, and that it has at laſt been given in, 
ſigned by one perſon only - 

The fact is, that the charges againſt Gor. 
vernor Melvill were prepared and ready to 

be given in before his arrival in England. 
But the complainant did not —— — 
Governor Melvill could have been permitted 
| to return to Grenada, after haying.. made 
ule of his leave to. come home upon a pub- 
; lick addreſs: of the aſſembly. of the land, | 
; which had been tranſmitted to his N 
5 againſt him, eſpecially an addreſs of ſo 
4 ſtrong a nature, as KD of the 18th, of ; 
g March 1768, and alſo after the addreſs to 
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2 7th Auguſt 1768, FEB? M complaining of 
the improper conduct of Mr. Melvill. 
Beſides this idea of his own, grounded 


on the above circumſtances, the complain- 


ant was further informed by the Earl of 
Hillsborough and Mr. Pownal from time 
to time, that it was uncertain whether Go- 
vernor Melvill would chuſe to return or not, 
conſidering the animoſity which ſubſiſted in 
the Iſland; but the complainant was pro- 
miſed by Mr. Pownal * that he ſhould receive 
-the' earlieſt notice, if Mr. Melvill ſhould 
fignify his intention of returning, which 
notice was accordingly ſent to him by Mr. 
Pownal on Wedneſday the 2oth of Septem- 
ber laſt, and immediately thereafter * the 
proper memorials were given in, and no 
delay has happened ne on the Pr of 
the complaine. 
With reſpect to che articles of here 
being given in by the' complainant alone; 
the fact is, that the complainant was ap- 


pointed by the Aſſembly as their correſpon- 


dent in England upon the publick buſineſs 
of the Iſland, by a vote of the 24th of De- 
cember 1767, and he did - accordingly 
receive two letters from Mr. Alexander 
Winniet the Speaker, in name of the houſe, 
and from Mr. Alexander John Alexander 
as ene _ __ nn of wag 


Wa * , 


BE FIRE 6 "I hs * 


_ * 2 


6 Shes * Secretary to the Board pf Trade. 


—— 


{ 69 ) 
pondence, bearing date the 16th of Jar 
1768, and 22d March 1768, both of them 


empowering him to make remonſtrances to 


his Majeſty's Miniſters againſt Governor 


_ 'Melvill;-in obedience to which he has taken 


the ſeveral ſteps of which _y Mebrull” mew 
complains. / | 


. SiG himſelf 


under the pretence that he is not anſwerable 
for the proceedings of the Council, juſtices, 
or others: but in all complaints againſt Go- 


vernors or chief Magiſtrates, they muſt be 


ſuppoſed reſponſible for the different 
branches of government under their ſuper- 
intendancy, and where they have expreſſed 
no diſapprobation of notorious flagrant im- 
proper acts in juſtices, magiſtrates, Aſſem- 
blies, or Council, they become reſponſible 
for them; but here it is evident, every act 
which Mr. Melvill could repreſent as liable 


to be imputed to theſe inferior branches of 
government, were abetted and promoted by 


himſelf, _ are even now OT 70 his 
unter. | 


ARTICLE It. Mr. Dn in anſwer to 
this article, acknowledges the charge, at the 


ſame time that he endeavours to evade it. 
— The Council, as a Privy Council, could 
not conſtitutionally ſignify any cenſure by 
. publick reſolutions publiſhed by their order 
in _ Gazettes of the Iſland, upon the 


1 proceedings 


. * 


„„ 

eellings of the Houſe of Aſſembiy, amy 
more than his geen mo Privy Couneil in 
England, could inflict and publiſſi a cenſure 
upon tke proceeding s of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. As a Houſe of Bords, indeed, fuch 
wenſures, however improper, would not 
have been unconſtitutional; and it could 
nh be in this legiſſative character, that 
ey conſidered themſelves as acting, on 
the preſetit occaſion, as evidently Os 
ban che whole of the Resume N 
a um iir 145) 118 
vb RRICILE d. Nr. Melvil bed nes | 
-knowledges the charge contained in this 
ee. he ſays a Committee of Council 
is appointed n Jeers 

2 nee pennt, papers, aud 
1 wer the com laitrant denies: it 
| een the Council of any of the colonies 
when fitting as a board of advice, and not 
un a legiſlative capacity; and he alſo denies 
the power of commitment for a contempt 
ein diſòbeying their ſummons; and he 

denies their power of binding over any of 


— i Sree, 


* The 8 then. are 1 Te they 
+ Added in a legiſlative capacity, they could not conſti- 
tutionalſy ſit in that character. If they now aſſume 


_ another character of a Board of State and Advice, 


they committed 72 oppreſſive acts, incompatible ä 
a Witt that ſituation, for which the Governor i 5 more 


e auer, 1 ? 


the ſuhjects by re gz CC, W irhout. reguy 
lar complaint upon oath Doll ſuch was the 
opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor General 
in the caſe of Mr. Douglas, committed by 
the Council of Jamaica, and relieved by Ha- 


beas Corpus, at a time when the Aſſem- 
bly was-not-fitting, fo late as the year 1967. 
— The complainant is therefore juſtified in 


ſtiling the meeting of the Council an illegal 
eonvention, (When exerciſing ſuch powers) 
according to the determination of the Houſe 


af Commons, in the caſe of the petition from 
che Pręſident and Council ef Boſton, pre- 


ſented laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, which was 


rejected under that appellation, and only xe- 
ceired as the petition of individuals. 


It appears by the minutes of Council, 
A by Mr. Somervile the clerk, that 
the warrant againſt Mr. Cazaud was ſigned 


in preſence of Mr. Melvill “, which makes 


him reſponſible. 
The e Gul, 3» faid to have 


been decided in the Houſe of Lords, does not 
apply: the act of Parliament for making 


Governors, &c. of the colonies, anſwerable 


in the courts of law here, did not Pals. dull 


the 12th year of William and Mary. 
If the doctrines Mr. Melvill 1705 down, 
and the facts he AYOWS, are to be vindi- 


ts 
ls. i ” * ä ron: aaiag ver MID 


This alſo appears by the Warrant. 
F 4 cated, 


{' ?) 
cated, with reſpect to the powers and pro- 
ceedings of the Council, there would exiſt 
in every colony abroad, a court in all re- 


ſpects ſimilar to the odious Star Chamber, 
1 long ago aboliſhed | in England K 7 


Ari CLE 114. Whether the Aﬀlembly 
id right or wrong in the committing of 
Walter Robertſon, is not the queſtion ; the 
complainant thinks they did right; but 
what he contends and inſiſts upon is, that 
the Governor, as Chancellor, cannot relieve 


from a commitment by the houſe of Aſſem- 


bly for a breach of their privileges, any 
more than the Chancellor or Judges here, 


can from a commitment by the Houſe of 


Commons. Without ſuch an uncontrol- 
able power with reſpect to commitment: for 


contempt and breach of privilege, the Aſ- 


femblies would be rendered inſignificant, 
and expoſed to every inſult, as well as ren- 


dered dependent on the Governor; and 
the remedy, in caſe of their abuſe of ſuch 
uncontrolable power of commitment, is by 
a diſſolution or prorogation: but ſo far is it 


from being true, that the queſtion was de- 
cided againſt this power in the caſe of Go- 


vernor Lyttelton, - and the Aſſembly of 


Jamaica, that the Aſſembly inſiſted that his 


- .* 
SE a } - * 4 2 EY "OR ; 


By the 16th Charles I. chap. 14 
1 e * 


* 
* 


* ae” is. wi Ax kad 


ou} 


ſueceſſor ſhould enter a vacator in 


any publick ' buſineſs, * Which w Ae 
dingly done . ro W 


x17 $4 F134 


ceives that Mr. Melvill's' anſwer proves 


every material circumſtance in this article of 


charge relating to Auguſtine, becauſe none 
of the circumſtances referred to by him, 


which are by no means admitted, could 


Juſtify the paſſing a Bill of that nature info 


precip pitant a manner, which from. taking its 
riſe in the Council, - muſt be ſuppoſed to 


have ſprung more immediately from the 


Governor; eſpecially as the publick accuſa- 


tions men tim in the Minutes of Aſſembly, 


and afterwards confirmed by the preſent- 
ment of the Grand Jury, were then ſtated as an 
objection to paſſing the Bill till the matter 
ſhould be enquired into, If the charges of 
murder or rape were true, Auguſtine did 


not fall under the act of indemnity, as per- 
ſons guilty of fuch crimes are excepted. - 

It is true that the matter was doubtful 
whither en e n 2 15 be 9 


** 


K — — — 


* After the iland had 3 a LW of 


two years, and refuſed the uſual ſupplies to the King' 8 


2, oops, till the Governor Was recalled. - 


| againſt 
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of two of their Members, upon all Gover= 
nor Lyttelton's proceedings on that matter 
in Chancery, before they would proceed to 


ons 
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(74) 
gain Auguſtine, after he was liberated, 
and was that doubt which prevented the 
preſentment af the Grand Jury — o long 
0 — till che complainant inſiſts 
_ thatithis Was the only reaſon that cauld 
- induce ſo great a precipitation in ꝙaſſing the 
Bill by ſurprize; and the 3 — ſubmits 
| Jury 
— 37:perſors, 3 
if the: offender, though protected by the 
Goncrnar,»>does:not amount to the ſtrongeſt 
grafumption that be was guilty of the 
krimes charged againſt him. And the pre- 
Apitant paſſing of the Bill, the — 
anti ſtill concaives to have been contrary to 
dis Majefty* inſtructions, ä 
eee eee 
iin ann oc 
Are h. ä Mr. Melvill.in bis a an- 
— rhitk article maintains the propriety 
tofateture to eætort confeſſion from ſlaves, 
and che alſo maintains the authority of the 
Cue Nair; — though at the ſame moment 
the acknowledges:his Jublequent conviction 
of mmd:that:the:flaves were innocent, yet 
all of chefe miſerable men did by means of 
ehe torture confeſs themſelves guilty, and 
three of them actually died in conſinement 
in conſequence of the cruelties they had en- 
dured. Since theſe were Mr. Melvill's ſen- 
iments, it is no wonder. that he thought it 
uy iti ta remove thoſe — of r 
Who 


tad 1 


who were  expable-of exerciſing fuch . 
_ rj" At 


9 7 145 9 
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| dat Vn. Mr. Mebvill 8 
mages his having Hgnißed to Lieutenant 
Nos the commitment, Which, hedays, had 
been previoufly ordered hy the Council, by 
which however hertook the act upom bimſelf, 
and it lies upon him to ſhow by what: af 
Fence this gentleman weferver | the: ww 
buns cs Re Werne e w 


Arten VII ch. Mr. Mebvill: 3 not 
| afbrr that Mr. Symſon acted without his 
knowledge and approbation, and indeed it 
is incredible chat a perſon ſo nearly con- 
nected with him as his private 

would have taken ſuch a ſtep venhbut his 
— expreſs approbation, and Mr. Melvill even 
y ventures to juſtify this act of Mr. Symſon; 1 
by whether the reaſons which he gives are f 
c any weight, in vindication of a meaſure 
N which tended to excite ſuch inveterate ani- 
n moſities on the ſubject of religion in an in- 
et fant eolony, inhabited chiefly. ee ab- 
fl Jes, muſt be ſubmittel. 
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at ARTICLE VIII. As e © Metvill 
hs has confeſſed that he wrote the letter alluded 
a te , and that! it was publickly read i in cut. 


— 


82 | , Vide the jetter i in 85 Appendix FE 
0 your 


*# 
us 


" nn 


wes 


your . duch 
an application on any pretence by a Gover- 
nor to a court of juſtice, is not ſubverſive 


of every idea of the purity and indepen- 


dency which ought to exiſt in judicial trials. 
—But what renders this letter particularly 
offenſive, to every gentleman is the pre- 


1 tended moderation and humanity expreſſed 


in it by the perſon who was known to be 
the inſtigator of the whole proceedings, which 
were condemned by every man of character 


in the Iſland. In this letter the principal point 
in iſſue, namely whether the conviction was 


egal or not is taken for granted, though 
upon the tryal, the Chief juſtice, Mr. Breb- 


ner, the only Member of that court who 


was converſant in legal proceedings, declared 
the whole ſteps taken in that affair o have 


been illegal and malevolent, | 


It appears too by this anſwer, that. Me. 


_ 'Melvill acknowledges his having deprived 


Lieutenant Colonel Johnſtone of the com- 
mand of the regiment, and transferred it 
to Captain Gordon, merely upon the pre- 
tended conviction by two juſtices; though 
the mutiny act gives no effect to ſuch con- 
viction, till it has been affirmed and carryed 
through other ſubſequent ſteps, even ſup- 
poſing that ſection of the _ n ene 
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APPENDIX. 


APERS which were read before the committee 
of his Majeſty” 8 Council at the N to 


prove 
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EP R E X . 
c The Honourable Fr CHAIN 


Robert Turner, it 4 rederick EO ” 
John Graham, Valentine Morris Horne, 
Patrick Maxwell, | Peter Gordon, and 
1 ele min John nn. | 

= b en 


approved, the honourable Rob. Turner, Eſq. 

< chairman of the committee appointed the 4th inſtant, 
to take into, conſideration © The preſent unhappy 
« ſtate of this iſland, and to report their opinion of 
ce the moſt effectual means of quieting the heats and 
« diſtractions at preſent ſubſiſting therein,” acquainted 
© the board, That ſince their previous report, of the 
* Lith inſtant, they had proceeded to, and finiſhed the 
< conſideration of the matters referred to them, and 
© laid the following further report before the board: -FA 
That it is the opinion of your committee, that his 

© majeſty's.natural-born . of this colony, have 
< the greateſt reaſon to be alarmed at the late attempt 
made by a number of his majeſty's new-adopted Ro- 
man Catholic ſubjects, to intrude and force them- 
© ſelves into the legiſlature, and — into 


b T HE minutes of the I ith inſtant being read and 
- 
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| ® When the Aﬀembly flood rare, Oe. 
s offic 
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APPEND INC. 
« . offices and places of truſt, in oppoſition to the laws. 


of Great-Britain, and to an expreſs act of the legiſ- 


© Jature of this colony; which attempt we cannot but 
< conſider to be not only moſt undutiful to his majeſty, 
6 (as being in direct contradiction to his royal com- 
* miflion. and inſtructions, under which authority. 
c alone that legiſlature is conſtituted) but likewiſe evi- 


dently dangerous to the ſafety of theſe iſlands. 


© That it appears to your committee that the pre- 

© ſent aſſembly, choſen almoſt entirely by the ſaid 
< new-adopeed Roman Catholic ſubjects, ſeems to 
© have encouraged them in this audacious attempt, as 
appears by their ſending; to priſon one of the: judges 
< of the court of common-pleas for theſe iſlands, (who 
« acted as returning officer for the town of St, George) 
© for refuſing to confeſs at the bar of their houſe, 
That he had been guilty of a breach of their privi- 
<< ledge, in refuſing, in an illegal and unconftitutio- 
<<." nat manner, to admit as a candidate for the ſaid 
% town, Jean Baptiſte Demonchy (who was known 
<< by the rewrning-officer to be a profeſſed: Roman- 

5 Catholick) and for refuſing to acknowledge and aſk 
6 pardon for his fault;” although it appears to your 
© committee, that the faid returning- officer acted 
© aprecable to an act of the faid iſlands, and conform- 
© able to the advice of his majeſty's attorney-general, 
s whoſe opinion of the true conſtruction of the ſaid act 
© he had the precaution” to take; and likewiſe, by 
* committing to priſon. Mr. Nethercott, one of the 
* magiſtrates of this iſland, for refuſing to confeſs at 
© the bar of their houſe, That he had been & 


% of a breach of the priviledge of their houſe, by his 
illegal and diſorderly behaviour at the faid election, 
« and to afk pardon for his fault; although it appears 
© to. your committee, that the ſaid magiſtrate acted as 
© became his ſtation, in committing to the cuſtody of 
© 2. conſtable, one Mr, Cazaud, who was no free- 
© holder of the town of St. George, and who was diſ- 
© turbing the freedom of the ſaid election; which pro- 


_ © ceedings of the houſe of affembly, appear to your 
Committee to be fatal to the properties and liberty of 


«a 
-- 


/ 
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< his majeſty's ſubjects, as le is evident what dreadful 
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© conſequences muſt ariſe from any one branch of the 
< legiflature of thefe colonies arbitrarily aſſining to 
< themſthes'the power of committing to priſon judge: 


and magiſtrates, though acting, to' the'beft of their 
© judgment, agreeable to the laws of Greit-Britain, 
< and the acts of the lepiflature of this colony; or 


from either branch of the legiſlature creating, by 


votes or declarations,” priviledges to themſelves, not 
* warranted by, the conſtitution or laws of thefe iſlands. 


Four committee cannot likewiſe but reprefent the 
very extraordinary proceedings of the Houſe of aſſem— 
< bly, with reſpect to a very dutiful addreſs, ſtigned 
« by far the preateff part of his maſefth's rang. Berg 
< ſubjeQts of this iſland, and prefented to his extel- 


- 


< lency, and the board at a time, that nv affembly 
« exiſted; ſetting forth, their juſt alarm at the late 


< attempt of the new adopted Roman Catholic fub- 


Jjects, to intrude and force themfelves into the legic 
< lature, &. and Iikewiſe ſetting forth their bold pre- 
< fumption, in delivering a paper, calfed à Ptoteſt, 


< wherein they deny the authority of laws, madewith 
the conſent of their own repreſentatives, and the 
< power of legiſlature eſtabliſhed by the king's cm- 
< miſſion arid inſtructions, to make acts to bind them, 
and praying his 1 the board, to tike 

the faid attempt, as to his 


< ſuch meafures to defeat th 
© excellency and the board ſhould ſeem meet. 


< petitioning the crown, or the crown's' repreſemta- 


Four committee cannot but conſider the right of 


< tives, of any branch of the Jegiſlature, as the in- 
rn hats eee, 


c herent and 
6 ſubject. 


Vet the aſſem bly, from the nature of- a meſſage 5 


< ſent to his excelleney, requiring a copy of tke fal 


< addreſs, and from the proceedings of their committee 
© of grievances thereupon, ſeemed to have viewed 


© this tranſi&on in a criminal light: - 


For it appears to your committee, that the cot. 


© mittee of grievances of the faid aſſembly did ſummon 


© before their a number of the faid petitioners,” where | 
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© they were examined in a manner that induced them 

to believe that they had incurred the diſapprobation, 
and were become objects of the diſpleaſure of the ſaid 

© houſe of aſſembly, to the great uneaſineſs and diſ- 

_- © quiet of the ſaid petitioners; ,.. | 

Which proceedings are manifeſtly ſubverſive of the 

< neceflary, inherent, and legal rights of every Britiſh 
%. U as eſtabliſned by the bill of rights. 

* 


Reſolved, - unanimouſly, That the ſaid report be 
approved. . n 
The board having duly conſidered the matter of 
the ſaid report, came to the following reſolutions : : 
©. Reſolved, unanimouſly, That the late attempts of 
his majeſty's new-adopted Roman Catholic ſubjects 
© of this iſland, to intrude themſelves into the legiſ- 
© lature, is a manifeſt violation of the laws of Great- 
+ © Britain, and of the conſtitution and laws of this 
+ = | 1 ; 
© Reſolved, unanimouſly, That neither branch of 
< the legiſlature have power, by vote or reſolution, to 
create to themſelves privileges not warranted by the 
© conſtitution and laws of theſe iſlands. | 
* Reſolved, unanimouſly, . That either branch of 
- © the legiſlature committing to priſon any of his ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, upon privileges created to them- 
© ſelves,- by vote or reſolution, not warranted by the 
' © conſtitution and known laws of theſe iſlands, is ſub- 
« jeing his majeſty's ſubjects, and the freedom of 
© their. perſons, to moſt arbitrary determinations, ' 
© highly deſtructive of their liberties.  . - _ , 
* Reſolved, unanimouſly, That it is the inherent 
c right of every Britiſh ſubject, humbly to addreſs his 
© majeſty, his majeſty's repreſentative, or either branch 
of the legiſlature, for the redreſs of grievances, , or 
the prevention of any evils they may be apprehenſive 
„ of, | | | EE be 3 
. © Reſolved, unanimouſly, That it is the opinion 
* © of this board, that from the unhappy ſtate of this 
. © iſland, on account of the violent animoſities ſubſiſt- 
© ing between the old and the new ſubjects, occafioned 
by the undutiful and unconſtitutional conduct . the. 
| I | | | 6 itters 
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e latter, and by the late very extraordinary pi6teed- = 

© ings of the aſſembly, there is no proſpect that any 1 

© public legiſlative buſineſs will be carried on for the 4 
« good of theſe Iſlands, until his majeſty's pleaſure A 

all be known on theſe matters. And we do there - 1 

« fore recommend to his excelleney, forthwith to A 

< tranſmit to his majeſty a copy of the report of the i 

C committee, and of theſe reſolutions. | | 

© Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Printer be. 4 4 

to print the report of te: committee and the minutes 4 7 
© the council, as far as relates to this matter, forthwit þ. 

| and the member's for council _—_ * care to ts defrey | b 
0 2 by 

| . e de oy boy vile Hay > 1 
| Anvrers of 5 Aſſembly to oy _ Minutes 2 4 
| Council, by their Reſolutions of the rack 'of * 
5 March, n mer refuſed-to be ready Q? At 9 

7 
8 c. Extra from the Minutes of dis Aſſembly, en Fa 4 
| 7 * the 18th March, 1768. 1 
f 3 Then Mr. Robert Young moved, andy was ſoconds 4 
| « ed by Mr. Bourryau, that che houſe do immediately A 
. t reſolve itſelf into a committee of the hole houſe, 4 

© to take into conſideration the minutes of the council . 4 


of the 11th and 15th of „and the 5th of 
I March, and other INES ile privileges 
of. this houſe. . 

Then the Boule reſolved itſelf into a committee of 
© the whole. .houſe, and after having ſpent ſome. time 
© therein, Mr. Speaker reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Wm. I. <Intofh reported from the committee, that 
after many diſcuſſions and debates, they had come ts 
© ſeveral re olutions, which he was directed to report to 


1 . the, houſe, when they will be pleaſed to receive * 
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n © fame... 

* * ©: Ordered, That the report be now. received, , 4 
4 * . $17 rofl, after e this laſt article, to fax, & 1 — wont of J 

* 0 Granada conceived ty wete FEY as a Tory Council, or a Board — : 

* Adrier :::: on & 

An „ 8 N | | » Then ; 
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Then Mr. Macintoſh in his place read: wn 

; Lia afterwards: delivered it in at the table, where it 
* was again read, and is as follows :. viz... © 

Alt. Reſolved, That it is a falſe and ſcandalous 

< uſp N and a high breach of the privilege of this 


* thouſe, to aſſert, that the late proceedings of the 
rain 


«2a Walter Robertſon and John Nether- 
cott, Eſqrs. tended:to inflame' and increaſe the heats 
© and. ARracdions, which have ariſen in this Iſland: 
theſe heats and diſtractionsg having ariſen. ſolely from 
the cauncik ating to themſebves, privi 
Which and inconſiſtent Wich 
© their office bf allies by peryetually-interfering 
in elections, ſummoning 'before them. . votes ;. there 
2 "them counſel, or even permitting them to. 
+ ſpeak in their defence ; 3. colimitting one 
* of contidemble property tolthæ enmmon gaol for re- 
fuſing to-auſwer:them quaſtions conerrning his be- 
© haviour at an election; binding over ſeveral voters 
* to. Ph grand leh ſeſſions, - for matters which-hapyened- at 
© an election, and; for which they never attempted: to 
© proſecuts them ;. it being notorious, that the ſmalleſt 
©: breach of the peace had not been committed. 
d. Reſolved, That it is a malicious. aſperfion, 
and a breach of the privilege of this 'houſe,. to. 
«aſſert, that the members of the preſent 5 9 2 
have been choſen almoſt Entirely "oy his maj 
© new Roman Catholic ſfubjefts that it is e 
© rious, that the Ng: Wor were unanimous. for the 
- © Whole" members ſerving in · this an ee 75 
sept for the town'of St. George, for the pariſh 
It. George, where there were only two .diſfenti 
votes, for the pariſh of St. Andrew, and fox the 
«Hand f — 2 818 the members choſen. | 
met with little oppofition, and confequen _ 
there Hardly ever was a general election in Ses 
8. Britain, or in any colony, Ne Ale, 5 
< 2d. Reſolved, ng 
brech of eee he of le tone 45 ſer, that 
new Roman 
8 and force themſelves 
* * 2 — into» 


EY IF 


ond, Bs a 2-08 oo, FR ning Eo ate ee OD 


© Fas hs, Moos ao, on 


9 


fat in council the x5th of January 
£ the right of the ſubje&t to petition $ ®; by — 


"os 


into the nn * ace 2 places of 
© truſt and profit, by commiti John Nether- 
cott and Walter e |= when it is well 
known, and the council themſelves muſt be con- 

* ;fcious, that they were. committed for a contempt, in 


* nn to ſubmit to the mildeſt ſentence; that cduld 


poſſibly be paſſed upon ſuch offenders; to acknow- 


_ © ledge Nate fault and b pardon of the houſe; which 
0 mild ſentence was paſſed upon them, purely to main- 


< tain the authority of this houſe, in matters of 'glec- 
* ase ay to prevent returning officers; who. are 
members of the council; aſſuming to them- 

PR neg the power of judging of the rele gion and 
J qualifications of candidates; the law vari already 
'a penalty upon Roman Catholics, or ſueh as 

are not qualified: for offerin themſelves candidates, 


© and this þ houſe having the ſole right to judge in theſe 


8 matters. 


* 4th. Reſolved, That it is à groſs aſperſion, and 


of 1 indecent for thoſe gentlemen who ſat in coun- 
15th of January, to accuſe this houſe of 
having created, by votes and egen privileges 


16 «wi warranted by the nag; of ye parliament; or the 
ubverſive 


'© Jaws a g of the liberty of 
© the ſubject. This houſe having aſſerted no priviſege 
<. whatever, but that of being the ſole judges in every 
thing relative to elections, which privilege is con- 
© firmed to them by 2 chis colony. 
© 5th, Reſolved, That it is a high. breach of the 
privilege of this ate, for the council to pretend to 
« Judy in what light the aſſembly viewed a memorial 
© preletited to his excellency ; ; and that the council 
have no right to take. cognizance of any tranſaction 
of this houſe until it hall come properly before 
(F ' them and further, that they have miſrepreſented the 
proceedings of the committee of grievances, upen 
the memorial in queſtion, in the groſſeſt manner. 
. th. Reſolved, That ſome of the gentlemen who 
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and encouraging ſubſcriptions to a memorial addreſ- 
© fed to themſelves, viſibly intended to raiſe jealouſres 
and fears, entirely groundleſs, to create diſtinctions 
between the old and new ſubjects, and to drive the 
latter out of the colony, at he ſame time, compli- 
menting themſelves, by caſting the moſt illiberal re- 
- © fletions upon the repreſentatives of the people. 
©. 7th. Reſolved, That it is illegal and unconſtitu- 
. © tional for thoſe gentlemen to aſſume to themſelves a 
power of meeting as a part of the legiſlature, when 


„ the aflembly ſtood prorogued, and, by votes and 


. © declarations, endeavouring to fix a brand upon the 
© only ſolid foundation of Britiſh liberty, 4 free 
* Aſſembly; and when that aſlembly had no opportu- 
© nity to juſtify themſelves to their —— or con- 
< ſtituents, by anſwering ſuch outrageous abuſe. 

Then Mr. Alexander moved, and was ſeconded by 
c Mr, MVivar, that this houſe do agree to the above 


_ © refolutions, which-was carried in'the atirmative.” 


" I > as. - Mc 3 — 


_ 


| Replies of the Council of Granada on the x5th of 


April, to the aforeſaid Anſwers of the Aſſembly on 
the 18th of March, together with the rejoinder of 
the Gentlemen of Aſſembly when met in their pri- 
vate capacity; both of which were refuſed to be read, 


MEMORIAL, on 
Wo ACCUSATION of the Council. A i | = 


5 b 
WE the Members of his Majeſty's Council for 
the Iflands of Granada and the Granadines, 
find ourſelves under the diſagreeable neceſſity of juſ 
tifying our conduct againſt the unjuſt aſperſions, 

and wilful miſrepreſentations of thę Houſe of Af- 
ſembly, which appear in their minutes of the 18th 
inſtant; and by a paper which they have thought 
proper to dignify with the title of An {ddreſs m 

our moſt gracious Sovereign, but which we think might, 
ar “ = Rs o 
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< wigh muck ebe propriety,” be entitled, A Libel 


© againſt your Excellenty and the Council; and which 


_ ©: addreſs. they have very indecently, and with much 


c diſreſpect to the crown, 2 to by Mes! cog 
. Nr in 1 news ee JET 


4 oo 


* Bt 4 BD 1 7 
Aenne of che Members of aneh. to the 5 
anne of the Council. 


AxswWER I. „ 


Tae, the - Aſſembly have tranſmitted an \ Addreſs 
to the Crown, complaining of the conduct of 


HY 


2 Governor Melvill, and the Council” of Granada, 


is moſt true: That it merits to be entitled 4 libel, 
we deny 8 
elt is not on the mere afſertion-of: the Cant, : 
or Aſſembly, or of Governor Melvill, that the dit ö 
© putes between them are to be determined, — on 


2 na ſtrict examination of facts. 
The Aſſembly have an undoubted right to com- 


© plain to their Sovereign, both of his Governor and 
< of his Council, ſuppoſing the one or both ſhould' 
* 2 contrary to law, or the? good of ns conmu-' 
nity entruſted to their care. 
That in managing theſe e che refit. 
able ſituations of the Governor, Council," and Aſ- 


© ſembly, are ſuch, as require the utmoſt decenc 


* of expreſſion, (o that the truth is not ſtifled) no : 
man will deny, who has ever thought properly on 
6 thoſe ſubj ects. ; 


But who were the firſt treſpaſſers upon the rights 


of the others? Who firſt palled the Uns of deceney 
© and of diy 2 in thoſe diſputes? Whether the Ad- 
< dreſs to ing was well or ill founded? Whe-' 


ther che preceding provocation from the Council 


<- was ſufficient to een the manner of n 
our complaints? 
All theſe are the matters in ilue, which we de- 


"6 "wy may be 9 examined, 


3 . « Reſpeſting 
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0 Reſpe ci the printing the Addreſs to the King, p 
before it Song been preſented. to his Majeſty ; every 
one knows: that the proceedings of an Aﬀembly- 


"x Cangot be kept ſecret oe hogs the printing or not 


printing is therefore extremely immaterial in itſelf, 
But fo far as depended on the Aſſembly, to ſhew 
* the fulleſt reſpe& to his Majeſty, it is a notorious 
fact, that the Addreſs. was not publiſtied by order 
of the Houſe (as is aſſerted h ha Council) but by 
© 7 mere inadvertency of the cle - and this was proved 
in the moſt ſatisfactory manner, on the fulleſt exa- 
* mination, the very next day ; and therefore it would 
75 „ rer. that the Council ſeem to be conſcious of 
great weakneſs in the eſſential points, when hey” 
+ revert to matters of ſuch. trivial e 1. and 
* which cannot make any * in * * ſate- 


ren eee 


« Au; I. ar this purpoſe, we beg lewe to lay 
before your Excellency, a copy of our minutes in 
$ 3 ſinee the 18th of November, when your 
, Excellency was pleaſed to call us t to con- 
* ſult upon matters which you juſtly * of great 
, im te the welfare of this colo 

« Ans, II. By this the Council wo ald infants, 
© that as they were together by order of his Ex- 
© -cellency the Goyernor, that therefore they were to 
be vindigated in eyery thing they did in conſequence 
£ of his directions, and particularly in reſolving them- 
ſelves into a branch of the legiſlature, as he deſired 
b it. 

: 6 But it is to be remembered, thas e aropertain 
things the Governor can do, and certain things he 
6 cannot. He may call the Council and Aſſembly 
together when he Ce ; but he cannot call one 
£ branch of the legiſlature, ene aſſembling the 
c other. To compare great with ſmall ; the 
XKing could not aſſemble the — of Lords, in 
their legiſlative capacity, without calling the Com- 


* mons. Both muſt be done by! decke, *. 
by private ſummons. Th 
1 | b * 


IN 


id - 
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| The confuſion ariſing in the minds. of his Majeſs | 
's Counſellors of Granada, proceeds rom this, that 
majority of them cannot diſtinguiſh between 

5 92 ſeveral capacities in which they act at Aifferent 
times, and on different occaſions, - having {though 
the ſame men) very diſtinct and very different au- 
< thorities. Such a multiplicity of N really 
< confounds men unaccuſtomed to think er 
< the di guity of ſuch” ſtations, ENT” 2 
* < Po be more particular concerning r the prrious 

capacities of the Coungil in dis Coloninsy weſhald 
< enumerate them 

© Firſh, They are as. 2 Privy „Conseil t the Go- 
< vernor, to advife him 1 tot acts of Kate; here 
< their authority is very much direumſeribed, by the 
< at of Charles I. re gulating the power of the. rivp 
< Council, ad aeg the'Star Chamber; and in 
< this light all the ſummonſes, commitments, and re- 
< preheafiogs, for contempt-or tion e e prac 
hy tiled by the Council of Granada, ate illegal. 
Their power is no more, and in many eaſes v 
< ſo much, as a common Juſtiee of Peace, their of- 
© fice- (as is faid beftre being chiefly to adviſe in the 
execution of the King's prerogatwe ; for which 

< purpoſe, they ought to be well acquainted with the 
<. natutal ties of civil ſociety, and the emol 
< government under which they live. 8 

But if they are acquainted with geither of theſe, 
< we ſhall certainly find miſtakes very le theſe gen- 
< niitted by the Cauneil of Granada. 

E was their duty in this capacity, e have . 
< viſed the Governor, if he was ſo ignorant himſelf 
© of the: firſt principles of the Conſtitution not to 
have expoſed himſelf, and the government under 
< bis direction, to the ridieule of all men of ſenſe, 
in calling one part of thi legiſlature without: the 
other. 

But if their adyiencecit not prevail; to prevent his 
< Excellency from iſſuing ſuch an ordesy 
© when met in their 3 „ have remon- 


LY firated — the abſurdity, and and wn, at leaſt, 


„ hen 


NF x 


6 when left to themſelves, that th 
of the duties of their ſtation. 
The ſecond duty of the Council is as a Court of 
© Error. Here the doors ſhould be open, and they 
© have the privilege of puniſhing for contempt, inel- 
< 'dent to other Courts of Juſtice. 
| © © Tn Granada ſome of them are likewiſe conftitute> 
© Commiſſioners in conjunction with his Excellency, 
© for diſcharging the duty of Chancellor: And here, 
© the powers incident to the Court of Chancery belong 
© to'the whole in the commiſſion, not to each parti- 
6 _ . as has been practiſed in Granada 4. 


ey knew ſomething 


L 


6 The laſt duty of the ſtation of a Counſellor, and 


© the moſt important, is that of a Member of the le- 
© gillature, entruſted with the life, limb, and pro- 
of his fellow-ſubjeQs. Here he is to act to- 

* Elly independent of the Governor. The body has 


« privileges annexed by the Britiſh Conſtitution to that 
© part of the Legiſlature; but cannot extend them arbi- 


6 N to puniſh ſedition, or any other miſdemeanor 
b except a breach of the privilege of that order of the 


© ſociety. - Any other fault, againſt the whole com- 


<©' munity, muſt be Fee by the nee e 
4 "the e 


4 ART. II. As to the e firſt reſolution of the 1 


c Þ y, we muſt obſerve, That it is obvious to your 
© Excellency and the world, that their proceeding 


againſt Mr, Robertſon and Mr. Nethercott, in ſup- 


port of the illegal pretenſions of profeſſed and notorious 
© Roman Cathalics, muſt neceſſarily tend to inflame and 
© increaſe the heats and animoſities between the old 
© and new ſubjects ; and that the attempts of the 
latter, to intrude themſelves into the Legiſlature, 
6 ſeem evidently to be ſupported and encouraged by 
© the pravecding of the ſe of Aſſembly. 

© Ans, III. f 


he key to the whole o theſe pro,. 


6 — is this: The Governor having, by a can- : 


= The 4 of che oi conftituting the Council as a Court 
6 of he Forge” in aſſociation with the Govergor, has been rejected by, 


** ttinued 


— 
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© tinued * of artifice; and public profeſſions of 
© humanity,” and general benevolence, played one 


< party againſt another, and eſtabliſhed ſuch laws and 


regulations as were conſiſtent with his own ideas, 
decimens of which may be ſeen by the + laws them - 
« Telves) and having gratified, in many inſtances, his 
G Private revenge, under the faireſt pretences of 
public juſtice, the gentlemen of the iſland, who had 
not before choſen to interfere in the politics of Gra- 
6 © Dada, perceiving the entire confuſion into which all 
government was running, and the wanton, proſtitu- 
tion of power that was exerciſed, and the notori- 
© ous deceits that were practiſed upon the public; 
c reſolved to make a ſtand becoming their characters, 
and accordingly commenced the Eee which 
< threw out the whole of Mr. Melvill 8 Members * 
© cept three, 
Finding an Aſfembly os with ch diſpo- 
8 ſitions, it became neceſſary to impeach them in ſome 
— or other, in order to ſupport the pretended po- 
© pularity which Mr. Melvil had communicated of 


6 2 


2.8 
* 


© himſelf to Eng land, and likewife to over-awe the | 


© inhabitants,' in Tele of a diſſolution. For this pur- 

< poſe, the illiberal cries of a difference in religion 
+ were raiſed, for the firſt time, in a Weſt India 
„ ſtand. The power of the Pope, declining in every- 


© other part of the world, was alledged to aA 


© its head in the iſland of Grind: 


Many laws paſſed in the moſt barbarous times of 


6 2 — A and enthuſiaſm, were tranſlated and paſted 

up through the country; and every means were 
al (Wn to terrify innocent ſubj es out of their ſenſes, - 
© and to cauſe the inhabitants to regard a French 
Roman Catholick, as ſomething criminal in the 
_ © ſociety, and that the penal ſtatutes were e 
to be put in execution. 


© Petitions were accordingly W har, as in * 


4 times of Cromwell. DINE the e and 3 


8 * 
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| + Many have been rejected by the = es and almoſt 5 | 
have beey either repealed or amended by the preſent Aſſemblies. | 
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© aflembled-on tlie parade ®, were requeſted by the 
_ < commanding officer, (a Member of the Council) 
0 petition and join againſt malignants: But both 
< officers and ſoldiers war deaf to ſuch entreaties. 
- ©. Mr: Alexander Si private ſecretary to Go- 
© vernor 1 8 elugared in ee. and 
mixing with a never noted for eſpouſ- 
ing any until the: — occaſion, Was proved 
to be the perſon moſt active in promoting this peti- 
< tion, and collecting perſons the molt i ber, even 
S tfanſient failors, to fign it g. 
. © His /Majefty's miniſters. will therefore inde 
0 2 rere 0 ln an 
< expoſe mean pocriſy, by a tho 
and public examination, thoſe who firſt. — 
<. voured ny ſuch N N po 
charged with inflaming encreaſing t ts an 
4 mehr between the old and 2 M2 
Wat demonſtrates the truth in this contention, 
<< a ity of contradiction, is the following 
© fact, appearing in evidence before tha aſſembly, _— 
* theteſtimony of Mr. Devoconu, and Mr. 4 
< twonew ſubjeas, who ſeverally declare, That 20 | 
Member of the preſent SIN 2 
them encouragement to at Ro 
— — be admitted as Members — 
* Aſſembly. But that Governor M--Il had always 
given them great encouragement to expect it; and 
<< even told them that they might depend on him in 
<<. this 
They even produced a vote in the ſecond Aſſem- 
<. bl made, we preſume, in concert with Governor 
„ Meivill, where Mr. Pigott moved, and was ſe- 
© conded by Mr. Robertſon, though the former is the 
<. firſt. name at the petition. againſt the new ſubjects, 
and the latter is the very returning officer now in 
< queſtion, and who is fa much alarmed, to allow the 
5. ſame privileges to the pew. ſubjects which "gs 


* Sce the Letter from de to the 7oth Regiment. 
# hey the 3 


b ee 7a 
were 
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45 were intitled to; and though leave was given to 
< bring in this bill, it was never produced. Frem 
< whence it would appear, ſince thoſe members were 
< the known dependants of Governor Melvill, that the 
Bill had been dropt by a counter artiſice. Yet {till | 
< the ſentiments of thoſe three eminent perſonages are 
© notorious, and ſhould at leaſt. preclude them —— 
1 joining in thoſe illiberal attacks, founded on differenee 
8 of e, at this time * een propagated.” 


© ART. IV. And it is equally-obvious, that what 
© the Houſe of A ly „ of the Council's in- 
© terfering in electioſs, by calling before them voters, 
denying them counſel, or leave to ſpeał in their q πͥ̃ 
defence, is utterly void of foundation. We are at 
* a loſs to know what inſtanee they allude to; and 
5. we are perſuaded, nab (er Bn any; Long end 
* have mentioned it. * 
Bl 3 .Canand, 
© it is ani from our minutes, that he was ſum 
* moned to appear before the Council, not as a —— 
£ he haying no vote in the town of St. Geo 
< as a ſeditious perſon, publiſhing a libel agai the A. 
5. ferent branches of the Legiſlature; and that it was 
for diſobeying the —— of the Council, and for 
* other contempts\ to this Board, that he was com- 
| ©' mitted to priſon, till he made a proper ſubmiſſion. 
© It is alſo apparent from our minutes, that the 
7 other perſons who ſigned the proteſt, were likewiſe 
* required to appear before us, not as voters, but as 
5. perſons under the ſame circumſtances with Mr. Ca- 
raud, for which the Council thought proper to 
* bind them over to anſwer at the next enſuing court 
of King's-Beneh, and Grand Seſſions, when, though 
* highly: culpable, they were diſcharged, and their 
* recognizances cancelled, at the deſire of the Coun- 
eil, for reaſons given in our minutes of the th of 
$ March; and we ſincerely wiſh, that che good 
$ ' which we might naturally expect from our 
may not be prevented by the fame evil 


e ha 
+ mind * who em into that unhappy 


= Ar PE. Nin 
Aus. IV. The Aſſernbly a0 undoubtedly witan 


ww 


© the caſe of Mr. Cazaud, which is perhaps the moſt 

© tyrannica], confuſed and - illegal ſeries of proceed- 
< ings, that ever were tranſacted by any men, taking 
upon them the management of 'a Britiſh Colony. 
© The Council could only fit there as a Privy Counei], 


© and indeed the only power they had, in that capa- 


<- city,” was merely to examine into offences againſt 


the government, and there could be no breach of 

< privileges to that body, nor any puniſhment for 
©: diſobedience of ſummons, nor for diſtant contempt, 
* 1 committing him to priſon, without hay- 


ing been guilty of any offence in view of the Coun- 


* — or being charged on the oath of any other 
<: perſon, or on his own confeſſion, but warn þ x the 
4 authority of the Council, was illegal. 

If the Council pretend they fat in their 1 
capacity, it is again affirmed, - they were el, 
6. afſemb ed, as the former alembly was diff 
and the writs for the new aſſembly were not re. 
< turnable until ſome time after; ; and ne uy 
act they did was abſurd. 


© 'Thus' the: merits ſtand upon the mend view; 
but when we look into the particular caſe, how 


much more glaringly factious and ridiculous does 
g ; 


c the conduct of the Council appear? 5 4 


Mr. Cazaud, as an agent for others, apprehended: 
© that certain privileges were granted, or belonged to 
© himſelf and other inhabitants of the iſland of Gra- 
nada. At the election for the town of St. George, 
they ſeverally claimed thoſe privileges: Their re- 

queſt was denied: Upon this they take a proteſt, 
©. according to the form of the civil law, under which 
they had been brought up, ſtating the facts, and 
© aſſerting their claim. It is no matter whether this 
© claim was well or ill founded It was to be ſub- 
© mitted to calm diſcuſſion in another place, and un- 
doubtedly before the Aſſembly, where alone it was 


8 92 — in this iſland. 
1 


LY 


f aſſerting that to be law, which proves to be 
s otherwiſe, is a matter ſufficient * commitment, 
every 
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0 every 4 counſellor for a client, who pleads upon falſe 
* ideas, might be committed, and there would be an 

end of all examination and diſcuſſon. 

This is ſaid, upon admitting that the clade of 


Mr. Cazaud and his aſſociates were actually wrong, 


which js far from being the caſe. The law of 


Granada“, it is true, has denied Roman Catho- 


© licks the — of ſitting in the Aſſembly. Bat 
the particular teſt is to he adminiſtered ahn taking 
+ their ſeat, - 


A returning officer is al to be aaa as 


© much minifterial as the nature of his office will 
poſſibly admit. He is merely to adminiſter the dif- 
< ferent oaths and declarations which the law has re- 

« quired; ſome oaths are preſcribed at elections, others 
* upon entering the houſe of Aſſembly, If the parties 
© are willing to take thoſe. of electors, he has no 

power of further examination. This muſt lie with 
the Aſſembly, otherwiſe the returning officer would 


have the entire power of Elections: But the whole 


of this confuſion ariſes from the abſurdity of per- 
< mitting Members of the Council to interfere, in 
8 5 ſhape, with elections: nor can there be a 
greater ſoleciſm overnment, than that which is 
0 « kibired in — urder the benign auſpices of 
General Melvill, where they (the Council) both act 
as returnin officers, and give their votes for . 
bers of Aſſembly. 
2 If Mr. Cazaud had been guilty of e the 


© proper e for bringing him to trial, was 


dhe Juſtices of the Peace. If he was to be tried 
7 by the Council, for publiſhing a libel againſt the 
different branches of the Done the Aſſembly 


© had a right to be conſulted as one of the branches, 
therefore the enquiry of the aſſembly was pertinent; 


but really this commitment of Mr. Cazaud, for 
% Sedition and other contempts to this Board,” puts us in 
mind of a ſtory. we have read of a Juſtice of Pearce 
8 in abend 3 who d frequently I n- 
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commitments, and being told that he alone was 
Judge of * i always added in his future 


C ** — _ jos fic or other ' 
<< Contempes — me the ſe Peace.” 
But this, upon a ſubſequent . ta, N ek to 


'< be his general words, they held him in Ag: benefit, 


e the fifch and laſt time, until 


he left off buſineſs. 
The alledging that Mr. Cazaud and the other 
< gentlemen were not called before the Council as 
voters, is a ſubterfuge of the pooreſt kind. The 
matter happened at an election, the diſpute was re- 
ative to the right of voting, and yet it is pretended 


E eee oe" l 


« ſubj 
s The he pretended lenity of che Council on this oeca- 


* bon, in diſcharging the priſoners, and re 
their recognizances, after a-ſecret examination, an 


finding that excluſive of 3 9 againſt the 
© ſigners of the Proteſt, ag act, had not 
only pre- judged, but 1 chemſelves,) j uries 
could not be found to find bills of indistment, is 


like the mercy of the Empreſs of Ruſkia, Flizabeih, 


who after ſtating ſome trifling offenee againſt a cri- 


© minal; for which it is there declared, he juſtly de- 
ſerved to die, concludes the manifelto wich ſa ink, | 
% Butte, from -our | pious reſolution at mounting 7 


; 9 
* — 
f 5 


© fered in elections, it was owing to the notoriety 
of the numerous inſtanees which have happened. 


„ throne, having determined aguinſt taking away 
ce lives of our ſubjefts, have now only reſtdond fn in = | 
6 0" elemency, that his legs and arms ſhall be firuck 
, and the * parts of his body confined in a 
or life.” 

If the Ah did not recapitulate the particular 
< .caſes\where the Governor and Council have inter- 


There is not a man of any confequence in the 


< hand that cannot now produce many letters in 
General Melvill's own hand- riting to that purpoſe. 


The tranſaction of buying Mr. Pinnell's Eftate, after 


© the pol} was opened. fox che elestion for the 22 


es 


* 
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f St. John's, at which Mr. Graham a membey of 
the Council was returnin officer, 'by which votes 
© were -miltiplied on et 1 —— 
though not poſſeſſed of a quali dalle, was return 
a Member for the ſeeond — non caſe. 
The behaviour of Mr. Jones, er of the Council 
and returning- „ at the election for St. David's, 
who refuſed al the French votes that-were n6ainfi 
the Governors Candidates, under pretence of their 
not having certificates that they had taken the oaths, 
though he himſelf had, at two former elections, 
taken the ſame votes, and had the former polls then 
„ before him, and his having actually appointed and 
© ſworn in freeholders as conſtables, though not named 
as uſual by the Courts. of quarter or general ſeffions, 
* who refuſed to vote for the Governor's candidates, 
„and alſo his refuſal of the vote of a Proteſtant, who 
- hed but a few days before reſigned his ſeat in the 
« Aﬀembly, and was then in the -commulſton of the 
Peace, 1s a third inftance. 
We ſhall only mention one more, which hap- 
© pened at the general election, beeauſe it was 
that election where the ſeaſt undue influence pre- 
© vyailed. 
Mr. Robert Jones was furniſhed by the Governor 
with a number of blank certificates of having taken 
the oaths to government, in terms of the ortlinance ; 
one of theſe Was to Mr. Fortin, a perſon who 
© never had taken the neceſſary eaths, in conſideration 
* of his voting for Mr. Hume and Mr. Campbell, 
© two of the Governor's friends, and his vet" Was in 
* conſequence received on the poll? OE? 


Ar. V. With refpe& to Prey Rong: ts 
tion; the Council beg leave to refer Pb Excel- 
ir lency to a copy of the ſeveral polls of the elections, 
© hereunto les; — Which it will appear, that 
the aſſertion of the 
the preſent Aſſembly were chiefly choſen by his. 
< 'Majeſty's new Roman Catholic ſubjects, is 2 

* there being eig hreen of 2 


| © hes 


neil, that · the members of : 


g6 A PP E N D I X. 


< bers choſen almoſt entirely. the new adopted 
< Roman Catholic ſubjects. 3 we cannot help ob- 
< ſerving, that three of the (wa number who appear 
| by their on minutes in conſtant oppoſition to their 
5 meaſures, were'choſen by his Majeſty's natural born 
ſubjects. 

As. v. T he aſſembly never did alled edge that the | 
© majority of the voters were not new ſubjects: it cer- 
$ — was the caſe in the laſt eden, and muſt be 

1 © the caſe in every election in this iſland... But they 

© ſay-it was a malicious, canting aſperſion in the 

« Council, << that the Aſſembly haye been choſen 

<< contrary to the opinion of all good Proteſtants and 
«© his Majeſty's old ſubjeas.” _ 

To —— the application of the ſtate of che . | 

© any way anſwerable to their concluſions, they ought. 
© to have diſtinguiſhed between the new ſubjects who 
< were Proteſtants and thoſe who were Roman Catho- 
© lics, Do the Council pretend that the new adopted 
© ſubjets have no right to vote? _ ry 
If they have a right to vote, their ſentiments in 
© the community, as far as their right goes, ought te 
be equally regarded as others. Would Mr. Melyill, 
and the Council, have the ſentiment, of 496 antient 
inhabitants, yield to 199 new ſettlers ?' This i is even 
< ſuppoling that all the natural - born- ſubjects had 
voted one way, whereas in fact, according to their 
+ own ſtate, they are pretty equally divided. 
What would become of the pariſh of St. Mark's 
and St. John's, upon the principle laid down by the 
* Council, which-pariſhes, according to the ſtate, of 
the polls, have no natural born ſubjects at all? Mr. 
Melvill is ſent here to govern a ceded iſland, A re 
to the antient inhabitants, ſo that they may feel the 
© mild, extenſive, merciful, and tolerating principles 
of our government, is his chief dut 
There could not be a juſter — IH inſt his 
« adminiſtration,. than that he has readered -himfelf 
« odious. to the antient inhabitants, and endeavoured 
to raiſe thoſe ignoble diſtinctions of new and old 
C nes: Protllans a and Catholics, which ie 
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have been buried in oblivion. The motives and in- 
fluence which has ſet three Members in conſtant 
oppoſition to all the other Members of the Aſſembly, 
is diſtinguiſhable, as well as their connections, by 
their names, viz. John Piggot, Alexander Middle- 
ton, and Hugh Munro, 5 | 


« Arr. VI. In regard to their fourth reſolutions 
we ſay, that upon the cleareſt principles of reaſon 
and the conſtitution, no branch of legiſlature can, by 
their votes or reſolutions, make that unlawful, whi 

was before lawful, and vice verſa; And if any per- 
ſon hath been, or ſhall be puniſhed, for doing his 
duty ſtrictly, according to law; we hold ſuch pu- 
niſliment as arbitrary, oppteſfſive, and. unjuſt, by 
whomſoever inflicted: and we ate perſuaded your 


Excellency and. the world, think the puniſhment, 
lately inflicted upon Mr. Robertſon, and Mr. Ne- 


thercott, by the Houſe of aſſembly, was a very im- 
proper exertion of power rf. | 
As. VI. Undoubtedly every new declaration of any 


privilege, ex poſt facto, carrying puniſhment, is a griev- 


ance and contrary to the proper maxims of a juſt go- 


vernment, and therefofe the trite obſervation, uſhered 
in by the Council with ſo much pemp, ts ridiculous, 


The privileges of both branches of the legiſlature. 


are derived from the common law, but unfortunately, 


from the nature of their authority, it is impoſſible 
to define thoſe privileges in every caſe, and therefore 


each branch muſt always be judge for itſelf concern- 


ing the interpretation of that part of the law, but it 
may be ſaid in general (as undoubtedly this is one 
of the moſt critical parts of our government) that 
provided the authority of the different branches of. 
the legiſlature is not contemned, that the members, 
or the body, can hardly be too gentle in uſing this. 
extenſive prerogative, It was theſe conſiderations 
which induced the Aſſembly to come to ſo mild a 


+ Is this the language of a Board of State and Advice? If either branch” - 


of the Legiſlature has a right to animgdyert on the other, that branch ſo. 
ſubje& to animadverſion would inftantly ceaſe to be a part of the ſupreme 
power, and that other branch who ſhould be poſſeſſed of this power of” 


animadverſion, would be completely ſovereign. 


Blackiſton, b. I. p. 244« 
= determination 


* 


3 


5 


e wo 


6 determination in the caſes of Mr. Robertſon and 


© Mr. Nethercott, as that of their only aſking. pardon 
and acknowledging their fault. | 


_ -- © ArxT. VII. In anſwer to their fifth reſolution, 
© the Council being informed by feveral perſons, 
© that. they had been ſummoned before a committee 
© of the Aſſembly, called by them a committee of 
© prievances ;, and queſtioned for having ſigned a me- 
. moxial to your Excellency and Council, and pre- 
© ſented to our board the third day of Dec. laſt ; We 
cant help conſidering, ſuch proceedings of ſaid 
© committee not only as a manifeft breach of the privi- 
© leges of this * but alſo, a great grievance to 
the ſubject, and ſubverſive to their rights and liber- 
e ties. And we utterly deny that our board had any 
fare in preparing and forming ſaid memorial; and 
© it would ſeem that the foundation of the Aſſembly's 
c reſentment to the perſons who ſigned: the ſaid me- 
© morial, was the compliments paid by them to your 


6 Excellency and the Council: and we are perſuaded 


© the impartia] world will think with us, that the 


< jealouſies and diſtruſt of the natural- born ſubjects, 
« expreſſed in the ſaid memorial, were but too well 
founded; and ſo far from being yet allayed, that 
they are greatly increaſed, by the cabals and. in- 
© trigues of ſome of the Aſſembly, ſo very unjuſtly 
r ii 6 3 
© Ans. VII. It is very ſtrange to hear the Council, 
on the one hand alledging that the memorial pre- 
© ſented to the Governor and Council, and ſigned. by 
many of the inhabitants, and afterwards. official! 
© tranfmitted to the Aſſembly, was a thing of the mo 
important conſequences to the community, on which 
_ © the life, property, and religion, of the inhabitants 
| © depended, and where the priviledges of both bran- 
< ches of the legiſlature were concerned; and yet that 


the Aſſembly were committing a manifeſt breach off 


©: theſe priviledges of the Council board, and heaping 


grievances on the ſubjects, ſubverſive of their rights 


and liberties, by examining into the foundation of 
this memorial. | | 
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Was it ſo entirely imaginary that it could not bear 
| the lighteſt examination: e 


Were the Council afraid that all the lofty alarms; 
« on the jealouſies, miſtruſts, liberty and religion, of 
the iſland, ſhould be centered in the brain of Mr: 
Alexander Simpſon and his aſſociate?e¶æk 

Mere the compliments in the ſaid memorial paid to 
the Governor and Council, by ſo many late imported 
ſubjects, and loyal, ſailors, ſo very airy that | 
8 — not bear a tion in evidence ? It the Coun 


© cil board lad no ſhare in preparing and forming the 


© ſaid memorial, will it be aſſerted that the different 
© members had not? Why is the whole iſland now left 
at a loſs to determine the origin of ſo alarming a per- 
© formance? Can we find no man who will own him- 
* ſelf the author, where ſo much glory might be 
gained, in point of language, piety and zeal for out 

© conſtitution? The immediate prorogation of the 

© Aſſembly, for proceeding. upon a ſimple enquiry into 

© this matter of fact, will determine the author better 
© than any evidence they could have found. 3 


. * Art. VIII. To the ſeventh reſolution, we reply, 

© that we have reaſon to believe, that the Counci 
© of Barbadoes and the Leeward-Iſlands (examples we 
* are chiefly authorized to follow) do fit upon all oc- 


* caſions, where any public me requires their conſide- 


ration, without having regard to the particular times 
appointed for the meeting of their Aſſembly, and 
© ſuch ꝓractice appears evidently neceſſary, for the 
greater diſpateh of public buſineſs r. 
© Ans.: VIII. That the Councils of Barbadoes and 
* the Leeward-Iflands, do fit in a legiſlative capacity, 
* when the Aſſembly is prorogued, we poſitively deny. 
© But ſuppoſing ſuch irregularity had ever happened, 
© the example could not vindicate ſuch a conduct in 
* any other part of the -Britiſh dominions. A man 


might as well vindicate murder from its having been 


committed in another part of the world: and we do 
repeat again, that any perſon, who can maintain 


33 


17 Both houſes are poceffarily prorogued at the ſame time, 
© 77 


Blackiſton, Vol. I. p. 186. 
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© ſuch abſurdity, Ty totally unfit to hold any office; 
even that of a conſtable, in the Britiſh government. 


Ari IX. Ab to what the Aſſembly alledges in 
the paper called their addreſs, which as we have 
already ſaid, ought rather to be called a charge 
* againit your Excellency and the Council, for undue - 
interpoſitions in elections, partiality in returning 
oſficers, chiefly members of his Majeſty's Council, 
and your Excellency's nomination, and for obſtruc- 
© tion given to public buſineſs by the wanton cabals 
and intrigues of people in power; Weeffirm to be 
© mere aſſertions not founded in truth; and they have 
not ventured to alledge any particular inſtances in 
_ © ſupport of their charge, from a conſciouſneſs that 
none ſuch did ever ſubſiſt: for certainly they can- 
not mean that the members of the Council have not 
© un right to give their votes at elections by virtue of 
© tb ir freeholds, a doctrine never heard of in any 
Colony: nor even that they ſhould rot recommend 
6 proper perſons as repreſentatives, when their own 
properties and intereſts are ſo greatly concerned ; 
though we are very ready to acknowledge that we 
Had not the ſmalleſt ſhare in recommending muth 
© the greateſt part of this Aſſembly. N 
„ As, IX. Aſſertions on either fide; as has been 
© ſaid before, ſhould have no weight in the deciſion of 
© theſe matters, and therefore we paſs over the: firſt 
part of this paragraph. 3333 
Fe inſtances where the Governor and Council 
gave interfered in elections, are already given. The 
Aſſembly do certainly mean, that the members of 
© the Council have no conſtitutional right to give 
© their votes at elections by virtue of their freeholds, 
a a doctrine never before mentioned in any colony, 
c where the juſt poiſe of the conſtitution was under- 
< ſtood. T ney themſelves are the proper repreſenta- 
tives for their own properties and intereſts in the 
c legiſlature, The members of the preſent Aſſembly, 
„willing at the ſame time to acknowledge every in- 
c ſtance of candor. in the Council, do particularly 
<. allow the obligation they owe to them, for confeſſing 
they had not the ſmalleſt ſhare in recommending 
much the greateſt part of this Aſſembly. 8 
5 6 ART, 
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_ © ArT, X. But we muſt beg leave to take parti- 
cular notice of their inſinuations, that two of the 
members of the Council, as ſuch, had taken upon 
them to ſet at liberty two gentlemen committed by 
the Houſe of Aſſembly without due courſe of Law : 
whereas it is well known to your Excellency, and 
the public, that the two members of 'the Council 
acted in their characters of Judges of his Majeſty's 
Court of Common Pleas ; and that they did upon 
application grant a writ of Habeas Corpus, to have 
Mr. Robertſon and Mr. Nethercott brought before 
them, and upon return of ſuch writ, admit them to 
« Ans, X. Whether Judges have the power of 
relieving, by Habeas Corpus; from a commitment 
.of either Houſe, is a point that the members of the 
Council might be excuſed for erring in, ſince Lord 
Holt himſelf was in doubt concerning it. But ever 
ſince this point was thoroughly canvaſſed in the 
Ayleſbury caſe, and ſince in the caſe of Mr. Murray, 
Af a 3 to confeſs, that allowing the power of 
relieving to be in the Judges, the authority of Par- 
liament muſt dwindle to contempt. This point 
has been treated with great learning in the diſpute 
between Mr. Littleton and the Aſſembly of Jamaica, 
which ended in the recall of that Governor, and of 
his ſucceſſor entering a Vacatur on the proceedings 
in Chancery upon that ſubje&, before the ſubſequent 
Aſſembly would do any buſineſs with him. | 
© Tt is at the ſame time curious to hear the Council 
_ pleading for their own power of committing for eon- 
tempt in the caſe of Mr. Cazaud, where they had 
totally miſunderſtood their ſituation, and yet deny- 
ing this power to the Aſſembly; but the attempt of 
the Council, as Judges of the Common Pleas, in 
relieving from the commitment of the Aſſembly, is 
not half ſo abſurd as that of the. ſubſequent relief 
given by the Governor as Chancellor, who, in fact, 
< by a law of the iſland, paſſed by himſelf *; is only h 
* N This law was not confirmed by the King · 
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2 conſtituent part of the Chancery. In ſhort, if it 
© is once admitted, that any power can relieve. from 
: £ the. commitment of either Houſe, there is an end of 


* the preſent eſtabliſhment of our conſtitution, 


0 Aae. XI. As ta the addreſs of the Grand Jury 
© to your Excellency to call a meeting of the Alm 
$ bly, we muſt obſerve the impropriety, or rather ab- 
* ſurdity, of ſuch an application to your Excellency, 
* as the prorogation expired the next day after the pre- 
« ſenting the addreſs, and the Aſſembly muſt have 
cmet in courſe: And we muſt likewiſe obſerye, that 
it is highly probable this addreſs was promoted by 


© ſome members of the Aſſembly who were of the 


5 2 ſolely with a view to throw an odium 

pon your Excelleney and the Council, and not 
$ Ce any diſtruſt that the prorogation 1 would at that 
time be renewed, - 


Aus. XI. The addreſs of the Grand-Ju ury was 


2 undoubtedly calculated to demonſtrate, beyond a 
<. poſſibility of contradiction, that all the ſounding ex- 


© preſfions 2 the loyal, faithful, and Proteſtant ſub- 
c jects being entirely on the ſide of the Governor ang 


0 Couneit; in their late diſputes, was without foun- 
s dation ; nnd that many of the ſaid loyal, faithful, 1 


8 and Proteſtant ſubjects, had the fulle confidence 
in the Aſſembly, which Aſſembly would otherwiſe 
- © undoubtedly have been prorogued. The addreſs of 
< the Grand- Jury has anſwered the intent it was cal- 
© culated to Gree, and therefore we do not wonder, 
© that-in this reſpect, it ſhould meet with me repte- 


8 „ henhon of the Governor and Council. 


© ART. XII. e . we are perſuaded, fully 
5 diſproved to the ſatisfaction of your Excellency and 
the world, the groundleſs allegations of the Aﬀem- 
< bly ;' we cannot but lament the unhappy ſtate: of 
© this poor colony, where innocence is no defence 
* againſt calumny and detraction, and the particular 
6 hardſhip of our caſe, when after the moſt conſcien- 


+ tious and attentive diſcharge of our duty to our 
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Sovereign, and the public, we ſhould be obliged to 
defend our conduct againſt the unprovoked malevo- 
lent attacks of obloquy and flander.  _ 1 
« Ans. XII. If the memorial of the Council has OY + 
in any meaſure diſproved the allegations of the Aſ- 
8 fembly; we acknowledge ourſelves totally incapable 
of reaſoning upon theſe ſubjetts. 2 


a n 


* 
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«© We are extremely forry, that in treating the anſ- 
wers of the Governor and Council, we have found 
ourſelves ſometimes obliged to expoſe them in lan- 
guage, and in a manner that may ſeem below the ; 
grity of their ſtations, as well as of our own cha- a 
racters. | | 1 

© It is hardly poſſible to put the tranſactions of 

© ſuch men in a proper light, without having re- 
© courſe to ridicule, or by alluſions to thoſe authors 

< who have painted men pretending to act the ſame 

« ſelfiſh ſcenes under the maſk of religion and loyalty, 

© and from mere natural lights, moving in fituations 

© that require the greateſt preciſion, firmneſs, learn» 

3 ing, and moderation; and therefore we ſhall con- 
9 clude, with equally lamenting the unhappy ſtate of 
« 
6 
* 
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this iſland, committed in an age of the moſt exten- 

ſive learning and humanity, to the management of 
© men, who profeſs, and practiſe, maxims of the 
groſſeſt barbariſm, and call upon their God and 
© their King, to vindicate them in ſuch þypocrify.” 
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Papers which were read to prove 705 
ARTICLE 2d. ö 
Atteſted Copy of the warrant of commitment of Mon- 
ſieur Cazaud, when the Aſſembly ſtood prorogued, 
which was read, but not admitted as proper evi- 
dence. N „ * * 1 | 
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« WHEREAS a ſummons, by order of the mem- | 
« bers of his majeſty's council, itſued under the hand 
& of the deputy clerk of the ſajd council, bearing date 
« the 20th day of November, in the eighth year of his 
we H 4 5 majeſty's 
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104 . 
60 majeſty's reizn, directed to Cazaud de Roumillac, re- 
% quiring him l to attend on, and before 4 
© committee of the ſaid council, in the town of St, 
George, on Friday the 27th of the ſaid month of 
© November, And whereas the ſaid ſummans was on 
the 21ſt day of the ſaid month, perſonally ferved on 
$6 the ſaid Cazaud de Roumillac, by James Robins, a 
5 bailiff of the pravoſt-marſhal of this iſland, as ap- 
<< pears by return thereof on the oath of the ſaid 
„ James Robins; and whereas the ſaid Cazaud de Rou- 
* millac, in diſobedience and contempt of the ſaid 
„ ſummons, and of the authority of the ſaid council, 
$6 refuſed to appear and attend on the ſaid committee, 
te as by the ſaid ſummons was 1 Al: and thereupon 
« a warrant iſſued, bearing date the 3oth day of the ſaid 
% month of November, was directed to the provoſt- 
% marſhal of the ſaid iſland, to apprehend the body of 
te the ſaid Cazaud de Roumillac, and when apprehend- 


ed, to bring him before the council, to anſwer the ſaid 


* contempt. And whereas the ſaid Cazaud de Rou- 
se millac hath, by virtue of the ſaid warrant, been ap- 
e prehended by Henry Wright, alſo a bailiff of the ſaid 
% provoſt-marſhal, purſuant to the direction of the ſaid 
© warrant, was this day brought before the members of 
his majeſty's council, and being interrogated con- 
<< cerning the diſobedience and contempt aforeſaid, it 
appeared to the ſaid council, that the diſobedience 
4 of the ſaid Cazaud de Roumillac to the ſummons 
te was wilful, and done in ſcorn and contempt of the 
« dignity, authority and Juſtice of this board, but 
„ wilfully perſiſting in his obſtinacy and contempt, 
* hath not made any ſubmiſſion for the ſaid offence, 
++ but did in ſtill higher contempt of this board, re- 
«© fuſe to anſwer any queſtions put to him, but ſaid, 
& it was his lawyer's opinion he ſhould not anſwer 
„ any queſtions that ſhould be put to him, and he 
& would follow his advice. Fre | 
% Theſe are therefore in his Majeſty's name, to 

t authoriſe and require you, William Beaty, Eſq; 
++ Deputy Provoſt Marſhal of this Iſland, to receive 
< into the common gaol the body of the ſaid Cazaud 
ede Roumillacy and him in ſafe cuſtody there keep, 


© 


© until he ſhall under his hand, make ſuch ſubmiſ- 
t“ ſipns for his diſobedience and contempt, as his 
& Majeſty's Council, in Council fhall judge conſiſlem 
e with their honour and dignity to accept; and as the na- 
5“ ture of his example for example ſake, requires; and 
* for your ſo doing this ſhall be yaur warrant.” - 
8 Given under our hands and ſeals in the pre- 
6 ſence of his Excellency in Council, at the 
£ Council Chamber St. George's, this ſecond 
* day of December, in the eighth year of 
© his Majeſty's reign,” Signed, W 


4 Rob. Turner, «© Fred. Corſar, 
„ John Graham, P. Gordon.“ 
4 Patt, Maxwell, ö . : 

** Wm, Lindow, 


© A true copy from the original, examined and at- 
© teſted the third day of December, one thouſand ſeven 
© hundred and ſixty ſeven. | 
| | « JOHN SOMERVILLE, 
+ Deputy Clerk of the Council.“ 


a 
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Caſe of Monſieur Cazaud, as layed before his Law. 

vyers here: | Containing extracts from the Minutes 
of Council of the igth, 20th, and Zoth, of Nov. 
and 4th of December, 1767, which was offered to 
be read, as the Originals of thoſe Minutes could 
not be found, but this was refuſed. | 


© JN the latter end of the year 1766, Governor 
s 2 Melvill, having thought proper to diſſolve the 
< general aſſembly of Grenada, and fearing left the 
members thereof, if elected a ſecond time, ſhould 
« {till oppoſe his meaſures, intimated to his majeſty's 
| 3 As Mr. Beaty is not within me juri ſdiction of any court here, 1 5 
what better evidence does the nature of the caſe admit of? Or can 
any proceeding be more illegal and abſurd than the facts as ſpecified on 
the face of this warrant? | 


© new 
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* new ſubjects, that in caſe they voted for ſuch can- 
© didates as he ſhould recommend, an act might be 
+ paſſed to enable a certain number of them to ſit in 
the aſſembly. t Er N 

When the elections came on, ſeveral of the 
* members of the former aſſembly having declined to 
* ftand, and the new ſubjects having voted in general 
£ a3 Governor Melvill would have them; the fecond 
+ aflembly Was compoſed in a great meaſure'of ſuch 
F-perſons as he wiſhed for. 191 

. © Shortly after the meeting of this aſſembly, a 
© mation was made therein by Mr. Pigot, and ſecond- 
ed by Mr. Robertſon, and inſerted in the Granada 
Gazette, in the following words, For leave to 
** bring in a bill ta declare all his majeſty's pew ſub- 
tc jects of this iſland Granada, and the Granadines 
« formerly ſubjects to his maſt chriſtiap majeſty, and 
* now ceded to the crown of Great Britain by the 
late treaty of peace, to all intents and purpoſes ca- 
« pable of enjoying the ſame privileges and immuni- 
« ties as if born in any of his majeſty's dominions.” 
And a committee was appointed accordingly. On 
© the 14th of October, 1767. An act of the Coun- 
© cil and Aſſembly was paſſed, entitled, An act for 
8 regulating the election of the general Aſſembly of 
6 Granada and the Granadines, and for the better 
te aſcertaining the qualiacations of electors and elect- 
** ed.” And the aſſembly being choſen for a year only, 
* was of courſe Gdiffolved ; the new ſubjects hearing 
5 of this act, concluded from the intimations of Gover- 
© nor Melvill, the motion made in the aflembly by 
Mr. Pigott and Mr. Robertſon, and from ſeveral 
c letters wrote b/ their bear: 7” pa 4 England, 
« ſignifying that his Majeſty and his miniſters ſeemed 
l abolifh all Ftinetons between 


them and the old ſubjects, that a certain number of 
* them mult under this act be admitted to fit in the 
« aflembly. Y 

© Whereupon Mir, Cazaud de Roumillac, Mr, 
$ Deyoconu, Mr. Demonchy, and fame other gentle. 
men of conſiderable fortune, ſent to the ſecretary's 
7 office and deſired to fee this act; there, they were 


© told 
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5 + told it was in the hands of the printer; then they 
went to him, and were informed it was in the preſs, 
* and would be ready in a day or two; however, t 
© never could obtain a copy or even a 14 th 
< until the xoth of November following, day after 
the election for the town of St. George. 


The poll being opened on the gth of ater, 


3 


* Mr. Demonchy was ſet up as a candidate. (Nate h 


* the town and pariſh ſend fix members) And ſeyeral free- 


* holders, crowded to vote for him, but Mr. Robert- 
« ſon the returning officer refuſed to take down his 
name or to recelye any votes for him, alledging that 
s Mr, Demonchy was a roman catholic ; to which 
« Mr. Demonchy anſwered, that he did nat fland as a 
a roman catholic, but as a new ſubect. This anſwer 
ad no effect on Mr. Robertſon, he ſtill perſiſted in 

is refuſal, upon which Mr. Cazaud camè up with 

f a proteſt, ſigned by himſelf, and ſeveral of the new 
ſubjects, and began to read the ſame, but Mr. Ro- 
bertſon called for "conflables to turn him out; then Mr. 
Demonchy took the proteſt and attempted to read 
it, conflables were again called for by Mr. Robertſon, 
* Ar. Nethercott, to carry Mr. Cazaud and 
monchy to priſon : The conflables at length came 

| and laying their hands upon Mr. Demonchy and 
7 » Cazaud, forced them to retire ſeveral paces, Mr. 
Demonchy Teri firſt laid the 'proteſt upon the 
8 Which Mr. Robertſon then threw upon 0 

oor, | 

It is neceſſary to obſerve that by the act for regulat- 
ing elections, any qualified perſon after he is elected, 
taking the. oaths. of allegiance and ſupremacy and 
ſubſcribiny the teſt before the Goyernor and Coun- 
.cil, is indie to fat i in the Aſſembly, and any perſon 
« eleted is liable to pay a fine of 100 pounds for re- 
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The election being over, Mr. Robertſon wrote 
the following lecter to Governor Melvill. 


4 8I R, ET 

6c 1 HAVE the honour to inform your excellency, 
_ «© = that agreeably to your excellency's writ to me 
« directed while I was taking the poll as returning 

officer for the town of St, George's, Mr. Devoconu, 
one of the new adopted fabjeds, offered to ſet up 
Mr. Demonchy another of them as a candidate; 
that l to the election bill, I demanded 
3 5 Demonchy, was a proteſtant, know- 
ing him not only to be a reputed, but believing 
him to be a profeſſed raman catholic, to which he 
replied, I had no right to afk him any queſtions, and 
infiſted in a violent impetuous manner upon bein 
entered upon the poll as a candidate, which (having 
previouſly conſulted his majeſty's attorney 4 general) 1 
refuſed, as being contrary to an expreſs clauſe in the 
election bill, which ſays, Provided the candidate fo 
propofed be a proteſtant. Whereupon a great uproar 
enſued from the faid Mr. Demonchy, and many other 
of the new adopted ſubjects, who had come there ta 
ſupport his pretenſions, and particularly Mr. Cazaud, 
wha though no freeholder in the town, began in a 
tumultuous manner to read a French paper which he 
called a proteſt, which I would not permit; then the 
« faid Mr. Demonchy took the ſaid paper and attempt- 
« ed to read it, which I prevented, then Mr. Demonchy 
& threw down the paper before me on the table, declar- 
* ing at the fame time they proteſted againſt me for re- 
00 flag them their juſt rights, &c. &c. He, Mr. 
„ Demonchy, in particular, during the whole poll, 
« continued to threaten me with profecutions at law, 
<< for every freeholder's voice that was offered for him 
« and refyſed by me. Upon my peruſal of the paper 
c after the election was over, I found it in my opinion, 
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+ Who is a member of the Council, | 
| 


* 


de ſo groſs an inſult upon the legiſlature of the colony, 
c and ſo daring an attempt to violate one of its acts, and 
< containing likewiſe many groſs miſrepreſentations 
* and ſeditious inſinuations, that I defired Mr; Mid- 
& dleton, acting for the ſworn interpreter, to tranſlate 
cc it, and now I think it incumbent upon me to lay it 


before your excellency,; with the tranſlation,” that 


6 ſuch proper ſteps may be taken as to your excellency 
& ſhall ſeem meet. I have the honour to be wi 
6 ee reſpect, 4 root a re henmert N 55 
+ a . 27 Ta MT DE > © ls 
His excellency  . Your excellency's moſt obedient, -- 
General Melvill. and —_— humble ſervant. 
e 4 e eee e 
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; : - TY 138 5 a 15 22 1 4 71 and 1871 * 
a _ cory cf the proteſt f. Ki: Sg 5 
* N : A g G *%. kh * * e 1 
« NOUS. ſouſſignes les nouveaux ſüjets adoptẽs 
© 5 „ 7 B > 2 : WIE % 8p £ | 
par fa majeſte Britanique declarons proteſter" & pro- 
& teſtons contre Vinjuſtice qu'il auroit Ce (em 
etre en droit de nous juger ſur un bill election 


« dont pas un des nouveaux ſujets n' a connojiflance. 


« juſqu'a ce moment preſent deſtine à “election pour 
„ Jlaquelle nous ſommes aflembles, par les meſures 


te qu'on a priſes pour le tenir ſecret. Proteſtons en 


<< outre contre ce que le dit bill pourroit contenir de 
& contraire a nos interets, proteſtons en outre contre, 


tout ce que a pu juſqu?a preſent ou pourra ſe faire 3. 


« Payenir de contraire à nos droits, comnie Etant auſſi 
« 'contraires aux intentions juſtes & paternelles de ſa 


cc majeſte, aux pieds de qui nous porterons notre 


* douleur & nos plaintes qu'on a eu juſqu'a preſent 
« Paddrefſe detouffer par les infinuations reitertes que 
„ cetoit manquer 4 Vautorite que de reclamer Ja 
« juſtice, Ce g Novembre, 1767.” 
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+ Neither the Rape of the Bucket, — the Lutrin,—nor the Rape of 
the Lock,—under the burleſque extravagance of poetical faney, have 
produced more ridiculous diſtractions than this ſimple paper has exhi- 
bited, under the ſerious ſadneſs of Governor Melvill. . 
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TRANSLATION of the proteſt, 


ta WE den, be majeſty's new adopted 
ce fubjec̃ts, declare that we ho: wh we: do er 
«proteſt ga apainſt the injuſtice there would be in pre- 
ding to have a right to judge us upon a bill of 
* ele stin, ' which by the meaſures that have been taten 
4 1s lip it ſetret, not one of the new" ſubjefts has the 
r laft knowledge even at this. moment, when the election 
< is th take place and for which we are aſſembled ; we 
- further: proteſt againſt whatever may be contained 
jn the ſaid bill contrary to our — ; we further 
<<. proteſt againſt all that has been done or may be 
c done in rae againſt our rights, as being alſo con- 
<<  trary to the juſt and paterng intentions of his Ma- 
4 ſeſty, fo. whoſe fe zet we will carry our grief, and our 


* 2 


h it by repeatedly infinuating that it was 0 andi 
e th 2 22 This 90 day 4 
ember, 1 
This letter an N the x roteſt "welt" laid babes the 
© Councit by Governor Melvill, and the > Is 
© letter ä wrote and delivered to Mr. Cazaud ; 


TR, | | 
4 PE. Aude e 1 45 ve wg 2 5 
| 6 Jance an bie e the Ce this Iſland, 
« at the court houſe in the town of St. FW] e 82 on 
40 F Friday next being the 27th inſtant, at Aly © clock 
« in 1 the forenoon ; ; then and there to anſwer a com- 
6 plaint now under conſideration of this board, con- 


. cerning K * a you.” 


« Tour bumble £ ri ervaiit, e 
November JOHN SOMERVILLE, — 
« 20th, 1767. Deputy Vert of the Council. 


1 Mr. Cazaud not being able 0 attend che det 


< at the time * wrote an anſwer to Mr. * 
; © Villo . 


* b r FEN D I K.. Tf 


© ville, to excuf his atteidance; put this letter he 
< apprehends never was received,” no mention havin 
besen made of it. As there was another Code 


appointed for the ſecond of December, Mr. Cazaud 
c went to the town of St. F on the ift, in 

ted by + Mr. Scott, 
< whom he'took — only as Council but alſo as in- 


order to attend it, accompanie 


terpreter, Mr. Cazaud not being able to ſpeak the 


< Enghith language. | 
Upon Mr. Cazaud's entering the town the. xt. of 
< December in the evening, after fun- ſet, he Was ap- 
© prehended by a conftable in the preſehce of Mr, Scott 

© and ſeveral other perſoris upon 97 % rant, 
Scott. 
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© which was theh examined and Copied by 
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ce neglected to appear before the ſaid committee pur- 
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+ This Gentleman is now in ad, and appeared before 
Council the ſecond day to prove the facts bs his puke 5 but not Rive 
been time enough the firſt day; when this matter bad been diſcuſſe 
the Lords of the Committed of Council would not admit that he ſhoul 
be examined, thèugh he had come up on purpoſe from the country. 


| found, 


— —— 
— 


n 


— -thb mg err ri wo 


— — — 


14 
44 
"+ 
J 
: 4 
7 4 
WT. 
6 
1 
: 15 
Eb; 
. 
2 
Ie 
13 
45 
414 
ot 
15 
1 
1 
F N 
1 
LE 
45 
has. | 
Fr 
Ja 
"3 
# 
l 
1 
iy 
\ | 
1 
144 
7% 
1 
K 0 
& $24] 
477 
: * 
11 1 
Bll 
” YT 
j o 
1 
7 
1 * | 
4 
7 Ei 
i& 
FL 
"34 
+: 
(7 
U 
” 
4 
"v3 
+4; 
TY 
7 l 
1 
1 
© 
127 
5 1 
-H 
1 1 „ 
14} 
34 
3 
1 5 1 
1 7 
1 
i (v4 
i - 
1 
{1 7 
1 
11 
A 
15 
N * 
7 
1 f 
9 
YI 
£1537 
1 + 
"1 14 | 
bt. 
; 
7 175 
30 
WE. 2 
144 
pr 
} * 
j 7 
I \ l 
Z "3. 
3d 
4 
" 1 
GY 
* 


j 
| 
' 


— 


—_ Aerni 


as rand. to apprehend, to bring before the members 
& of his majeſty's Council, tb 3 the matter of 
< the ſaid contempt. Hereof fail not at your peril: 

„ Given under our Hands and ſeals, at St. George's, 
| — this thirtieth day of November, 1767, and in the 


JOY f his m JEN.» 76k _— 

TD e Rob. Turner. 
As 3 us; r 
07, hy Song 2 att. Maxwell. 


hte LT N "he conſtable 78 | with 
© him to the houle of Mr. Scott, where, with much 
© difficulty, he obtained permiſſion to remain in cuſto- 
_ © dy until the next morning, when he was condu 
© by the provoſt-marſhal e the council-board; 
© and, being there, the interpreter of the council was 
© directed to aſk him, if he had not received a ſum- 
© mons, or why he did not attend it, or ſome queſtions 
©-of that kind f̃elati/e to the letter. Mr. Cazaud then 
© defired the affiſtance of Council, and alſo ſaid, that 
he Was adviſed not to anſwer any queſtions, unleſs 
© he had ſuch indulgence. The interpreter repeated 
© the queſtion : Mr. Cazaud again deſired his Coun- 
eil might be admitted. Immediately one of the 
.P N of the Council ſaid, that this was a con- 
© tempt of their board, and that ke was of opinion, 
© to ſend Mr. Cazaud to gaol. The preſident replied, 
© he was of the ſame opinion, and that he o "tes to be 
ſent to the fort; he of the Council, who 
© his opinion, infiſted that he ſhould be ſent to iba 
© common gaol, and all the other members, except 
© Mr. Proudfoot, cohcurred with him ; whereupon 
© awartant for his commitment was immediately drawn 
© up; Mr. Cazaud obſerving they had not inſerted in 
_ © the warrant, that he had defired his Council might 

be admitted to inſtruct him, defired this might he, 
- © ſpecified, When he was told that it (vis * 
Mr. Cazaud ſtill perceiving that no notice was taken 
in the warrant ef this requeſt, preſſed a ſecond time 
© to have it inferted; when he was told it was unne- 
« ceflary, as it was wrote in the minutes of the Coun- 
© cil, though the minutes Fo 'the Council, at the time. 

Mr. 
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—_ * 2 interpreter. had. NOI to Mr. Ca- 
zaud the purport of the warrant, Mr. Cazaud ſaid 
to the Council; on Gentlemen, I cannot underſtand 
ul is 2 contempt in me of your board, to haye 
M te * — of Caunci! = E then oftered 


of __ 8 deſired . re, his 
. Mr. Cazaud, dut v was refuſed, 1 "ok | 


1 Miri kde a Warrant of Comma abieth 
printed i in th bo Arby pages 103, 104, 105.) 


6 By virtue of this. warrant Mr. Cazaud was con- 

7 ducted: to the common gaol where felons and flaves 

are uſuall impriſoned ; and, being adyiſed to make 

10 — as ſoon as poſſible, he wrote to the 
© Preſident of the » Council the following Letter: 


« 8 1 R, 
$1 . * the reaſon of my confine= 


50 ment was the mere ſuppoſition that it was for 
« ant of reſpe& to the Council; I did net attend 


« and that I refuſed to anſwer to the queſtions you 
„ made, I am feady, Sir, to give to you and to the 
„ Council, now that I am better informed with the 
„ nature of the queſtion, all the — nn 
& as ſoon as you will think it proper. | | 
T have the honour to be, kee. 

1 this ſecond of Decembet, 27 Ara "I 
CAAD & ROUML LAC.“ 


his letter be ing in French, be was told be-muſt 
Write in Engliſh, upon which he cauſed the letter 

© to be tranſlated into Engliſh, figned and ſent it; 
then he was told that he muſt — a Petition to 
© the Council-Board, relative to the gauſe of bie 
i * comtnitinent, as * in the Warrant; OT” 
| " WHY" 


* 
. 


„ A END X. 


in Ely, he ſigned one to the ſame purpoſe, with 
this addition only, that if his ſubmiſſion was not 
© ſufficient, he deſired they would draw up one 
© for him, for as he was in the ſame” gaol with 
CINE 0 negroes and malefactors of every 
*< claſs, kept cloſe in a ſmall place, where there were 
© ſeveral priſoners, one of whom was in irons, he 
vas in hopes that the danger in which he was, in 
© ſo unwholefome a place, by the offenſive ſmell, 
would be immediately taken into conſideration, and 
that they would as foon as potfible give orders for 
© his enlargement. 
< On the 4th of 8 Mr. Cones . 
© the following note: The Committee having taken 
into conſideration the petition of Mr. Cazaud de 
a „ Roumillac, are of opinion, that the ſubmiflion c 
« contained in the ſaid petition is in no wiſe ſatiſ- 0 
ce factory to the board for the offence committed by « 
him, but agrecably- to the deſire: of his petition ”— 
„ 
* 
7 


1 ͤ N KS  IEET, 7.8 


oe. 1 * 
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% have pointed out what they think ſufficient to vin- 
« dicate the honour and dignity. of e council. 


« Council- chamber, St. "Gear 4, 1767 
<< By command, TOUN SOMERVILLE, | 
* < Deputy Clerk of the Council.“ * 1c 
«c 
cc The committee an If opinion that Mr. „ ce 
« de Roumillac do expreſs. the deepeſt concern for « 
„ having ſo zu/ty incurred the diſpleaſure of his Ma- 
4 jeſty's Council, by not complying with their ſum- 66 
% mons, and by refuſing. to Ar my quno/rens or” ts 6 
« him by them: 6 
They are likewiſe of opinion that he ought to 6 
40 expreſs his fixed reſolution to be always ready i in 6c 
« time coming to ſhew that reſpect which is due to &« 
„the dignity and authority of that Board. « 
And they are further of l that he edght to 4 
<< expreſs: the ſenſe he entertains of the juſice and 6 
& moderation of the Council, from bi nature of their 6 
% Warrant for We ee ert /6p that Warrant << 


e he would be immediately liberated on making 2 6 
- "OY 2 as — 3 * . 58 R 217 proper «6 


CY * 


- 3 ® + 


Ar 


proper ſubmiſſion, and praying that in conſideration 
« of this his ſubmiſſion, we would be pleaſed to 
„ order that he ſhould be releaſed from his con- 
+ finement. N. B. No pleading ignorance of laws: 
This to be made public to prevent ſuch contempts 
« f 19 7 | | 

© Mr. Cazaud then ſigned a Petition drawn word 
for word from the above Minutes which had been 
« ſent him by the Council; he added only that his life 
being ins danger in a place where he was obliged ron- 
* tinually to burn tobacco and paper and to ſprinkle vinegar, 


he begged of them to order him quickly to be ſet. 


© Soon after ſending this Petition, he was viſited by 


© a Doctor, who told Mr. Cazaud, that the Council 


© had ſent him to ſee him, to inquire how he did; 
the Doctor felt his pulſe and told him he was not 


„ill, but if he ſhould be ſo he would give him ſome 


© phyſic ; he ordered a window to be opened and went 

* away: about an hour after Mr. Cazaud received 

© the following note. 3 5 
„The Committee of the Council having from ſen- 


© timents of humanity continued to fit till ten o'clock 
c at night, to allow the Petitioner an opportunity 
ce to obtain his releaſe from confinement, and hay- 


« ing juſt reaſon to expect that the prayer of his 
© Petition would have been founded ſolely upon his 


TD. 
« inſt ſenſe of the greatneſs of his offence, is much 


<< ſurpriſed that it is chiefly grounded on the allega- 
tion that he finds his life in imminent danger, which 
from a declaration on oath by William Beaty, Eſq; 
« Deputy Provoſt Marſhal of this Iſland, in whoſe 
e cuſtody the Petitioner is, and this committee having 
<« the greateſt reaſon to ſuſpect that the ſaid allegation 
* falke, and having thought it proper to ſend Doctot 
„Robert Hamilton, a gentleman eminent for his in- 


« regriry as well as his knowledge in his profeſſion 


60 of 


phyſie, in order to examine the ſtate of the Pe- 


„ titianer's health, and to report the ſame to this 


Committee, and having declared upon oath that to 
the beſt of his ſkill 17 judgment the Petitioner 
4. I 2 _ 


had 


176 * „ b n u b 1 X 


* en not nnr and chit his life was I 

« no dan 

| & This Committse are therefore of opinion, that 

« that part of the ere of his Petition is untrue 

% and inadmiſſible. 

« St, George's t, « By command 

40 December 45 776 . Jon SomtRvitie, 
"50 Depury Clerk of the Council. 


The next day, bei the fifth ofidegember, 
Mr. Cazaud ſigned and ſent a Petition drawn word 
© for word according to the above form, after which 
Mr. Cazaud was ordered to attend the Council, 
© where he was deſired tb fign in French what he had 
« ſigned in Engliſh z which he did, and which was 
« printed in the next Gazette; and he was then told 
© that he was at liberty; but, before he e aways 
© he was ſerved with mw EY writing: 


8 I R, ; | Councit-chamber. | 
* OU are hereby ſummoned and requi:ed to give 
your attendance. vn the Committee * mn 
«6 Maj 7 's Council, on Tueſday next, the e 
« 5 at ten o'clock i in the con A at the — | 
* Houſe, in the town of St. George's: and hereof 
. fail not at your peril. This fifth day of December 
ce in the eighth year of his Majeſty's reign.  - 
« To Mr. Cazaud de By command, 
10 Roumillac, to be © Jonn SOMERVILLE; 
* 1 5 b the Proyoſt de 3 Clerk of the Council. 


N C As 5 See had obliged. Mr. ea to 

© acknowledge that there was great moderation i in the 
above Warrant for his comm tment,; as he d been 
appointed dy the new adopted ſuhjects of Franada, 
and the Granadines,, to come to .ngland. .1 in order 
0 tepfeſent here a ſtate, of their rievances, Mr, 
. 33 immediately ſet off for England. 


* OY Wh. ry 4 
— — — 7 


5 fr ron te th Commizice of the Council fat on we 
The 


M. — he denies 8 


& v P E N D I, X, 7 
The fact in ARTICLE III, is confeſſed by Mr. 


m 


WIE Ya > » & # 


To prove ArTicLe IV. 


© Extra8 rain the Minutes of the Ae of the 
hs anon ru dc, ANN wy 
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1 r R SENT Ls 
< The Honourable Ninian Home, Eſq; 

« John Melvil, James Mackinrech, 
William Na . Alexander Canghel, 
Thomas Baillie, 14 Mungo Campbell, 
„William Bartlet, « 'James Taylor, 

'* Robert Young, _ © Jon Pigot, - 


t Thomas.Shephard, _. ..., We ny CUR 
The Houle e being met, the inutes of the pre- 
c ceding day were read and approved. 

The following 2 was ö received from the 
6 Council, 7 an eats 


+, teurer yd Conn, 8 
* mann ö 5 


Geniesen, * 


1 HIS Board having aſſed a Bill to free A. 
tin, a negroe· man ſlave, belonging to Couſton, 

© of the pariſh"of St. John in this 6 Granada, 

< planter, or to whomſoever elſe belonging, herewith 


< ſend it to your 150 "ou deſire you nde 
4 chereto. Pip aber, 


3 Ar. * Pig ot, | 
April 29, 1767. Deputy & lerk of che Council. 


. £ Ordered, That-the ſaid Bill be read for the frft 


' £ time: Then Mr. John Melvill moved, and was 


£ ſeconded, that the Bill ſhould:be read for the ſecond 
and third time — which Mr. William 
* 'M'Intoſh oppoſed, as N to the eſtabliſhed 
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© rules 4 of this Houſe, and being n after 
< ſome debates"? the FI was Pat and the Houſe 


divided. 


For the Bill wing WY 8 Ae the Bill being 
£ the ſecond and third read the. ſecond an 


time e : third time immediately, 
« Mr. Piggott, Mr. Taylor 
r Alex Campbell, « Mr. ames Mackintoſh, 
© Mr, Bartlet, Mr. Sheppard, 
Mr. Baillie, Mr. Robert You 


© Mr. Mungo Campbell, ; Mr. William flackin 
Mr. * | f 9 


pt : Reſolved, That the Bill do receive the as and 
© third reading this day, 


£ time. 


'£ Ordered, That the ſaid Bill be read for the third 


© the. 1 

Then Mr. Melvill moved, and was ſeconded, that 
the Bill do paſs, which was oppoſed 
« Mackintoſh, alledging, that the 10 negroe, Au- 
“ guſtin, by having (as it is confidently reported) 


committed a rape on a white woman, and being acceſ- 
5 ſary, if not the principal, in ſeveral murders, robbe- 


© ries, and other atrocious crimes, cularly the mur- 


icularl, 
. © der of Mr. Vandel, is not dalle to the. pardon, 


granted by an Act, Intitled, & An Act for the more 
« ' ſpeedy and effectual ſuppreſſion of runaway. ſlaves,” 
to runaways, ſurrendering themſelves within A 
< mited time, far leſs is he intitled to his freedom *; 
© and being ſeconded, after the ſubje& was , 


8 the queſtion was 55 and the Houſe Gries. 


* 


— 


FT 


W —ê 


degrees more ha ance 0 6. fe en. 


, unleſs upon an emergent occaſion.” 


Governor Melvill has ſaid in his Anſwer to this Article concerning 
Auguſtine, that he hag never heard of other atrocious Crimes, though it 


was Rated in the public printed migutes at the time, 


For 


© Ordered, hat the aid Bill be read for the ſecond 7 


by Mr, William 8 


> i ae 
* * * aj ; - W ; 


. 
* % @ © 


AP: PL N Dx. 119 


For the Bill paſſing. * Againſt the Bill 
Mr. John Pi gott, Mr. — 
Mr. Alex. — "th Mr. Sheppard. 
Mr. Mungo . Mr. Voung, 


« Mr. Taylor, _ - -- Mx. James Mackimoſh. | 

Mr {on nn 7, hg 
Mr. Baillie,” a | 

Mr. Melvill, - 1 


© Reſolved, That the Bill do paſs. 2 
Ordered, That the following meſſage be ſent to 
4 * ig Honour, the Preſident, and Council. 
'* This: Houſe have agreed to the Act to free Auguf- 
* « tig a negroe-man flave, belonging to Couſton, of 
« the pa. 
< planter, or to whomſoever elſe belonging, and here- 
< with return the ſame to your Honours. _ 
. * ANT 1767. Nimian Home, Speaker. 


8 a, bis That. 'Mr. Melvin PR Mr. William 
| Mackinzoſh do carry the ſaid Meſſage and Bill to his 
Honour the Preſident and Council, w who — 
e bene r , oa TAN PF. 

| Preſentmentof the Grand d Jury iet Augulin: . 


$a 9 7 
a 0 * Won 


1 9 


1 WI E the el jurors $40 our b gene Lord ths 
« V King, on our oaths preſent Auguſtin, a gr? 
, man ſlave lately ſet free by the legiſlature of the Co- 

+. lony, for that the ſaid Auguſtin having been a chief, 

or principal of the gangs of rebellious ſlaves, which 
have for ſome time infeſted” the ſaid iſland of Gra- 


nada, and committed ſeveral murders, robberies, 


and many enormous acts of violence and inſolence; 
and having * it is confidently reported) committed 
a rape on the body of a white woman; at divers 
« times threatened = life of Mr. Couſton his maſter, 
and having been acceſſary, if not a principal in the 


+ The minutes of Council of the agch are loſt or ſecreted, 
I 4 murder 


* 
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of St. John in this iſland, Granada, | 
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ee bebe Vandell; before he was ha and 
_ « the ſaid Mr. Couſton 2 maſter, having ſince the 
© freedom of the REA ſin, quitted-this iſland and 
* his property, 'publick] ky Jochiring his "ſole motive 
12 8 An hi apprehenſins of being 
murdered by the Ache faid Auguſtin, and has in- conſe. 
© quence ied his plantation and effocts to be ſold 
under N ys, he cannot without ing his life 
rem ere, or even a feturn to di ſpoſe of his pro : 
heh 40 e the grand ury humbly apprehend chat if 
t 1 atrocious offences are ſuffeted to paſs unnbticed, 
Ide conſequences" may be very dite and fatal to the 
4 e in general. 5 
ann 5 . A. Middleton, cum ſhits.” 


1 5 


ne Carr er So Kings TaſtruQioiis, , 


the. 11th. Article of. his Majeſty's 
W Dicks to RogkRT of, bis Mey 
Geer in Chief, Ke. dated 3 Nevember, 1763 


H A T ng law of ordinance Telpeskitig private 
; rty be paſſed, without a clauſe ſuſpending 
+ its Seation, until dur Royal will aud pleafure is 
+ known, nor without a ſaving of the ri he of us, 
- + our heirs and ſucceſſors, and of all politic 
7 and corporate, and of all other perſons, except ſuch 
c as are mentioned i in the faid law or ordinance, and 
_ *F thoſe Elalming by, from and under them, and be- 
ore ſuch law or ordinance is paſſed, proof muſt be 
t made before you in council, and entered in the 
Council- books, that public notification was made 
of the parties intention to apply for fuch act in the 
* ſeveral pariſh churches where the lands in queſtion 
r lie, for three Sundays at leaſt, ſucceſſively, beford 
1 any ſuch la or ordinance ſhall be ropoſed: and 

£ you are to tranſmit, and annex to the faid law or 
1 ordinance, a certificate under your hand; that 


1 the ſame paſſed wes 1 the forms werde 
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' Tranſlation of a LETTER from Monſieur Cous rom 
to Governor MTV ILT, dated April 29th, refuſed 


Bu SS 

12 6 8 1 R, HY — Fey 344 NEARS Let 

. 1 Am juſt now informed that your Excellency has 

* directed a bill to be paſled, for giving freedom 

5 to my fave Auguſtine. I am extremely farry that 

I Thould find ſo little favour in the mind of your 

# Excelleney, that the merit uf a perfon in his ſta- 

tion Mouſd overballance the ſolickations 1 have fo 

* often made, In reſpect to your Excellence T Will 

not uſe any harſh expreflions concerning this flave, 

« :{ſince he is ſo happy as to receive your countenande; 

but this much I muſt ſay, that in caſe this. act Ahali 

_ * paſs, from neceſſity I inuft withdraw myſelf from a 
government that has turned out ſo different in prac- 
. tive from the repreſentations we were made, to be- 
© lieve concerning it; for it will be impoſſible for me 
to live in fafety, or to govern: the flaves I poſſeſs, 
« if threatening-of my life, and every kind of inſult 

* ſhall be pointed out to my negroes as the road to 
freedom, I cannot deny (however ignorant I am 
of any particular fact) the merit of this flave to 
the public, ſince your Excellency is pleaſed to aſ- 
+ ſert it; but I hope I may be permitted to fay, that 
no reward for any merit to the public, if this me- 
brit is attended with inſolence, injuries, and diſre- 
ſpect to the Maſter, can contribute by the example 

to the well governing of ſlaves. I ſhould therefore 
_ © humbly hope your Excellency would ſuſpend your 
reſolution on this bill, until I can produce wit- 
! neſſes, and prove the threatenings he has lately ut- 
© tered againſt me, and the injuries T have ſuſtained, 
7 ſufficient to convince your Excellency, that this 
Proteſt does not ſpring. from any improper diſpoſi- 
tion in me to-appoſe your Excellency, but from a 
* ſolid conviction that I muſt be undone if I conſent 


to ſuch an act, or in caſe your Excellency ſhall 
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t paſs it contrary to my prayer.— 


$ I am, &c. 
* ZE 


122 ri roar 
| Axricre V. 


A. . confelled* by Mr. Melvill, "AY 
he denies they. can apply to 27 or that 223 were 
deer eee in * nature. | 85 


Axrieiz VI. A nut en, , 

| Confeſſed. by Mr. Melwill in his 1 but 
the minutes of Council of the 25th, 20th, and 27th 
July 1767, which ſhow the wanton crue 05 of thi 
a were not e RON pe 


* 
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o prove Aamicrs VII. the Petition or Memoria 
was read. - AG N 


| l 


| GRANADA, To bis Excellency R— T MI, ſq; | 
Captain General, and Governor in chief of the 
. Southern Canbbee iſlands of Granada, the Gra- 
nadines, Dominico, St. Vincent, and I 'odago, 
in America, and of all other lands, territories 
* and places adjacent thereto, and which are, and 
© "heretofore have been, dependent thereupon; 
© "Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice-adfr ral of the 
ad _ fame, and Major-general of his Majeſty's forces 
in the Weſt Indies; and to the Honourable the 
Members of his Maj geſty's 3 po 1 
ot | and the Granadines. e | a, 


ST; 


The humble Memorial of his Majeſty's aft” Faith. | 
ful, loyal, and obedient ſubjects, born under his 

| Allegiance, and reſident in the faid iſland of Gra- ? 

nada. 


A: Sheweth, | 
HAT your Memorialiſts being a july a 


at a late dangerous and unprecedented attempt 

2 his 4, gh s French- born ſubjects, to 2 
the conſtitution of the Colony as eſtabliſhed by: 

c King” s commiſhon under "= great ſeal of = 

Britain, 


Ai SE: Nn -- on. 


c. Britain, and the inſtructians under his royal ſęn ma- 
nual, to your: EXCELLENCY, and to intrude them- 
s. ſelves into the legiſlature, and into offices and 
s places of truſt and confidence; humbly implore 
* the aſſiſtance of your Honours,” and your Excel- 
< lency, to defeat a —_ pregnant. with ſuch danger- 
aus conſeguences, as well to the public, as to our pre- 
ent and future private intereſts, © n 


The privileges now aimed at, the wiſdom of our 


* laws has thought proper, and the experience of 
< paſt times has made neceſſary to with-hold, from 


+ natural-born ſubjects of the ſame perſuaſion, whoſe 


* loyalty. to their Sovereign and affections to their 
< country, have of late been in no inſtance queſ- 
tioned ue therefore apprebend they cannot be ai- 
lowed to a people whom the fortune of war only made 
connections with thoſe who were lutely our declared tne- 
mies, render them very unfit-objetts to enjoy a proference 
©: aver. nee fubjeets, of the ſame religious prin- 
5 ciples yet, with equal ſurpriae and concern, have 
* we heard, that. what was aimed at by the attempt 
< lately made here, is earneſtly ſolicited for, ind it is 
«confidently faid, will ſpeedily be effected at home. 
And we have the more reaſon to be -larmed at 
the intentions and deſigns of theſe people, as th 
have had the confidence to deny, by a formal pro 


4 


in writing, the authority of laws made by the con- L 
* ſent. of their n repreſentatives,” and the power of 


< the legiſlature eſtabliſhed by the king's commiſſion 
and inſtructions to make acts to bind them. Prin- 


"6 


p ſive; of our excellent conſtitution, that wie ſtand | amazed 
at the boldneſs. of thoſe, who. could thus" openly 


K 


avow them re 14-37. 5:6 Il 
As we have the moſt; perfect confidence in and 
feliance on the wiſdom, integrity, and favourable 


__ 


+ .ciples of ſo dangerous a tendency, and fo ſubver- 


ah 


* 


* © Ts this language calculated to incorporate the old and new ſubjects? 
affections, and 


Is it not on the contrary calculated to alienate their 
create irreconcileable diſtinftions ? 


© See the Proteſt itſelf, in 109 of this Appen __ 5 
r y 109 C PP ; 
12 page 700 2 ipoiion 
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co-operate 
_ ©.gealand unanimity to avert the befor odors 


Ia Ar N DI X. 


© diſpoſition of your -Exc#LLEncY,' founded in the 
< experience of your diſintereſted zeal and unceaſing 
© application to promote the happineſs of the people of 
« 


in the proceedings of the council, 


r bn before the — of our legiſlature, — 


F are well acquainted with your Hoon s attachment 
to the true intixeſt of this country; e truſt that 


the duty your ExceLLency. owes to your royal 


5. maſter, your zeal for his ſervice, and attachment and 

$;affeftion to the cron and nation; hat your 

< .Honguss owe to yourſelves, to your country, an 
eite poſterity, will indace you to 


t this __ is:threatened, and which muſt be the 


TL _ itable conſequence of ſucceſs i in this bold under. 


ker And we humbly pray your exce neney and your . 
F honours, to ng yo ones meaſures,” as will 

be moſt likely to conduce to that end," "and 2 your 
F 9 ſhall ſeem beſt. 
14 mw e i eee, 

i e an ha &c, 


= 


8 of. Moriez bene «Taylor, and 75 
Monro, Clerk, taken before the . 

who. ſeverally prove in thoſe words, reſpecting © 
above Memorial or Petition; namely, | 
That Harry Monro>reeeived' the Metnorial from 


Mr. Sympſon, the General's Secretary, in the 


pꝑreſence of Hartman, and was deſired by Mr. 8 

* ſon to carry it about ſor ſubſeriptions; that 

made uſe of Mr. Sympſon's name, to eue bo 

6 people to ſign it, and even uſed threats in Mr. 

5 5 s: MN as > cat con- 
ent, | 


your government as we cannot but gratefully 
* — the prudence and moderation which _ 


Original of Captain PaT#z-Gonpox's letter, (a 
member of the Council) read to the officers. and = 
.. ſoldiers * bled on the parade, in order to induce 

| thein to ſign the petition againſt the new ſubjects, - 
Copy of Cyptain Gonpon'sletter, a member of the 
„ e zeil, to the officers of the 70th regiment, at 

cad ws 'ort-Royal. 4's ay * + Fu mM l 8 
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2 1 AVE as commanding officer aſſembled you 
I here on a ſubject, in which I think no Britiſh 
man and proteſtant, who is really attached to his 
* king and country, can be unconeerned, much leſs 
military officers, whoſe greateſt duty it is to ſhew on 
every occaſion, zeal, ſpirit, and ſteadineſs for the 
_ * ſupport. of his majeſty's government, our happy 
- © conſtitution, and the proteſtant intereſt; it is on 
© theſe principles, and hopes of meeting the ſame in 
© you, that I now communicate to you petition or 
memorial to his majeſty's governor in chief and 
Council, repreſenting the great danger to which the 
* conſtitution of the colony, and the proteſtant re- 
ligion, in it are expoſed, unleſs. the late open ang 
daring attempts of the French Roman Catholics, to 
force themſelves in a manner into the legiſlature, by 
© the methods they are purſuing both here and ſecretly 
in England, to obtain ſuch unconſtitutional privi- 
lege together with the poſſeſſion of public offices and 
D truſt, unleſs ſuch attempt be ſpeedily oppoſed and 
effectually prevented. This petition is already 
© ſigned. by all the proteſtants who have ſeen it, and | 
.* will, I believe by all others, who are not under par- 'Þ 
5, ticular views and influence of French connections. | 
The gentlemen who have thought it their duty to 
form and promote this petition have begged of me to 
© lay it before you, as I now do for your joint ſigna- 
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e Thew'who. are conrgiunt is file, nay be able to, tikanes the 


author of this extraordinary pe 
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© ture and hearty concurrence ; I ſhould immediately 

firſt ſign it, but as it is addreſſed to the governor and 

* Counril, of which Council I'have the honour to be a 
member, it would be improper. - But I hereby de- 

* clare openly that I will not be wanting in my beſt 

© exertions on this occafion. If any of you are de- 

_ © firous of further information about this affair, I'am 

© ready to give it you. „ 

0 (signed) © Peter Gordon, captain, 

© commanding the 7oth regitnent.* 
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Confeſſed by Governor Melvill.— 


Copy of 2 Letter from” Governor MELviLL to the 
| * of the Peace, Granada, 27th April 1767, 


„ Government Houſe, St. George's, 
April 27th, 1767. . 


© GENTLEMEN, __ 5 9 
EM AS I have juſt learned, that the affirmation of a 
late conviftion may probably happen at your 
meeting of this day, for the entire juſtification of 
the two Magiſtrates who performed that diſagree- 
able duty, in compliance with their offices, and in 
© ſupport of the conſtitution, —and that I am =_ 
_ © perſuaded, ſuch motives alone will animate the 
of the Bench, earneſtly diſpoſed to every degree of 
moderation, conſiſtent with the future good and 
< ſafety of the Colony; I cannot, therefore, Gentle- 
mm men, but recommend to your obſervation, that the 
Lieutenant Colonel's conduct, however illegal, and 
much to be regretted, yet containing nothing in it 
affecting his honour or character in a military ſenſe, 
leaves room for the Sovereign's goodneſs being again 
extended to him, provided the moderation of the 
© Juſtices will interpoſe to prevent the laſt ſtep to- 


© ward 


' \ 


AP UID aw 


ward diſabling him utterly for any future employ- 
ment; and this I moſt earneſtly wiſh, not only in 
conſideration for the Colonel Himſelf, who I hope 
will. give ſufficient proofs of his concern for paſt 
miſapprehenſions or errors, and from my regard for 
his relations ; but that after his long ſervices, and 
chargeable promotions, I ſhould indeed feel a very 
ſenſible regret, that he could never be reſtored to 
his rank in any regiment --. 
« I flatter mylelf, Gentlemen, that beſide the joint 
influence of your own benevolence, my recommen- 
dation will have the more perſuaſive weight Wich 
you, that you have all ſeen, on different occaſions, 
and moſt firmly rely, that however ſtrong my feel- 
ings may ſometimes be on the fide of delicacy and 
humanity, yet nothing can prevent me from the 
< moſt ſtrict and firm execution of my public duty, 
to the utmoſt of my judgment, when neceſſity re- 


« quires it. 
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I have only to add, that I am, 
with very great regard, | 
© Ln... 
< Your moſt humble ſervant, &c. 
© (Signed) | Rovexr MzLviii. 


© To his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, 
© at the Court Houſe, Quarter Seſhons,? 


? Copy of a Letter from Governor MELv1LL to Alex- 
ander Symſon, Eſq; private Secretary to-Governor 
Melvill, and one of the Juſtices and Judges on the 
trial; read at the deſire of Governor Melvill, in or- 
der to ſoften and explain his former Letter to the 
- Juſtices. ONT, VV 


46 (Private) IT Governinent Houſe, Granada, | 
oo A098 e ee e ee TTOES + 


Dear 


'© Dear Sir, 


© 15) if it ſhould be delivered at the time I ropoſed, | 
„ you may take think ben 
of delivering it.— Or if it ſhould become abſolutely 


Copy of a Letter from Governor MrviIII, to Cap- 
tain Peter Gordon, of his Majefty's 7oth regiment, 
read at the requeſt of Governor Melvill, to ſhow 

| his kind intention to Colonel Johnſtone. 


© 4 Gover:ment Hoyſe, aad April, 1767. 
Wa | . 
I Am moſt heartily ſorry to find myſelf under the _ 
© 2 difagreeable neceſſity of ſignifying to you, | 
That after the many fruitleſs rs of my- 


4 ſelf and others, to terminate the unhappy differences 


between Lieutenant Colonel Johnſtone and his Ma- 

jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, I have at laſt rece ved 
1 from the latter a formal communication of their 
'. © having convicted the Lieutenant Colonel, of his 
© having ated contrary to the both ſection, or clauſe 
ef the Mutiny Act, and having conſequently in- 
© curted the penalties thereof; viz. of being deemed 
© and taken to be iſo facto, caſhiered ; by which the 
-<- eommand of the regiment, pro tempore, — 

; : a WY * 
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© and neceſſarily devolves upon you, as eldeſt Cap- 
© tain; but any further diſadvantage, to which the 


Colonel wy be liable, as. ſubſequently declared in 


< the ſame clauſes or ſection of the ' Mutiny. A&, I 
hope will, by the propriety of his own conduct, on 
this occaſion, and the moderation of the Magiſ- 
« trates, be entirely avoided :' And that it will there- 
© by remain in the power of his Majeſty, graciouſly 
© to reſtore the Colonel to his rank by a freſh com- 


cerely deſirous of this, as, I perſuade myſelf they 
are, they will ſnew it by the prudence of their own 
conduct, and the twholeſomeneſs of their advices to 
the Colonel. As to my own part, although I am 
obliged, by the moſt urgent public buſineſs, to quit 
the iſland in a few days, and till then ſhall be ex- 


GG HK BH a M Aa aA An 


« willingly ſacrifice what time and pains I can poſſibly 
« ſpare, to the reſtoring of harmony between the Civil 
© and oy powers.—It is impoſſible but eve! 
c ſenſible g officer muſt really wiſh this; and I 
< therefore hope you will find the Gentlemen of the 
< 70th earneſtly diſpoſed to concur with you, and 
< ſupport your good offices and endeavours to effect 
© it z—and that they will, in all reſpects, while your 
command laſts, ſhew their duty to his Majeſty, zeal 
for the ſervice, and — for the conſtitution. 
© You will be pleaſed to give a communication of 
this Letter to the Officers Bone them, and 
dy ſuch other methods as you ſhall ju ropereft, 
6 ke as much known of ir to the ot od 1-4: 
Officers and private men as may be neceſſary for 
« their information— 923. att Sn ĩ 


$, 


miſſion.—If the officers of the regiment are as fin- 


tremely occupied with public affairs, yet I would 


I Thave only at preſent to add, that I m, 


Four moſt obedient, & . 
([ (Signed) | Rokr Marvin“ 
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Cour of a Letter from the principal Gentlemen of the 
and of Granada, to Lieut. Col. Alexander. John- 
ſtone, to ſhew the ſenſe they entertained of his con- 
duct, and of the proſecution which was carried on 
- againſt him under the auſpices of General Melvill, 
and that there was no difference between the civil 
and the military, except what Governor Melvill 
himſelf had ſtirred up; ruled to be rel. 


8 IX, © - Granada, Muy 1, 1767. 

.*© Influenced alone by principle and by truth, we 
cannot reſiſt the bent LINN. 133 as well to 
« teſtify our ſenſe. of the integrity and uprightneſs of 
your private conduct, as the conſtant, faithful, and 
© honourable diſcharge of the command veſted in you 
© by your royal maſter; the humane and unwearied 
< diligence, ſo. conſpicuous, and its conſequences. ſo 
« efſential, in preſerving the bealths and lives of the 
© ſoldiers and non-commiſfioned. officers in his ma- 
« jeſty's. 70th regiment, on their arrival in a climate 
© which has ever proved fatal to Europeans; the exact 
« diſcipline maintained in the regiment, without the 
appearance of rigorous means, the continual eaſy de- 


©. portment of even the meaneſt ſoldier under your 


command to the loweſt civil ſubject; and, in par- 
© ticular, the uninterrupted harmony ang affettion, which 


© has ever ſubſiſted between the officers of your corps, and 


© the private gentlemen of this colony. 
We beg leave to reiterate, Sir, that theſe undeni- 
©. able teſtimonies, in as much as they do honour to 


© your prudence and abilities, ſo they exact from us 


© on our parts, expreſſions of unfeigned concern at 
© thoſe'meafſures, which by removing you from a com- 
mand ſo conſiſtently honourably ſupported, a 

you under the-unwilling neceſſity of ſeeking redreſs 


near the royal fountain from whence you derived it; 


© and as an act of our duty to bear record of your 


4 N 1 
* % 


_ © ſervices which in this colony muſt remain their wn 


7 


© monument, 5 
| | 6 ith 


4A F EN D F X 
With a that the tenor u 


your eonduct 


in this colony; and your long and faithful ſerYices to 


< your king and country, will meet wi 


that deter- 


mination from thoſe Heuer. which are to take your 


< caſe into further con 


deration, as is i 
« their characters, ſtation, and love of juſtice; 


have only to conclude with fervent wiſhes for a ole 
< perous voyage, and your ſpeedy return, as firmly 


reinſtated in your 


former command, as you continue 


© to hay the «heart e oh, 


5 6 1 K. TOY 
© Your moſt obedient and moſt | 


1 Thomas Proudfoot, a 
member of the council, 


and juſtice of the peace, 


x Wm Lindow, ditto. 


x Robert Young, member 
of afſembly, and juſtice 


aof the peace. | 
1 Wm Young, ditto. 


x Wm M'Intoſh, ditto. 


1 Alex. Winniett, ditto. 


1 Alex. In Alexander, do. 


2 Richard W. Cormick, 
1 of the peace. 
obert Glasford, mem- 
"3 of the aſſembly and 
juſtice. 
dw. Deveniſh, planter 


- the peace. | 
2 Wm Gray, ditto. 
2 Ales Youn ditto 
3 James Mac Intoſh, ſen. 
planter 


3 | ; Le Cher. Deman 
2 Hugh Monro, Juſtice of - 


humble Servants, 


er eo 


I James Mac Intofh, j jun, 
member of aſſembly, 
Ralph Bugfaſs. 
uncan M Donald. 
3 Wm Burke, planter. 
3 David Mill, mereltant 
3 Arch. Scott, planter. 
3 WimDonaldion,planter 
and merchant. 1 
3 L. A. Rochard, cbnſi- 
derable planter. 
3 Jean B. Roubin, ditto. 
3 Depradines, ditto. 
. Robert Caſſẽ ditto. 
Deroure, ditto. 


Vignieulle, ditto. 
Boutillier, — | 


3 Purre Caſtaing, ditto. 
3 Correge, ditto, 
3 Noel, ditto. 

3 Houc, ditto, 


3 Purre 


de 
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3 Purre Le Riche, ditto. De St. ein:. 
3 B. Aquart, merchant. 3 La Marque, mers 


3 Savignac de la Rivierre, chane and planter.  * 


plante. 3 Fortin Cadet, planter. 


3 De la Chancellerie dere 3 | Degannes, ditto. 


M.olinier, ditto. 3 Maurielle, ditto. 
L. 1 F. maf, ditto. 3 De la Reier; ditto« 
e St. Gor 0 De Cella, ditto. 

na nett, planter. 3 Le Chr. dre 

1 Members of the Stare, and juſtices of the peace 2 

2 Planters, and juſtices of th 

3 e cheky the the emo confiderab derable in the iſland * 


2 


* * * 4 1 . 


» 
JET | 


al note to the 2th Article of of Chg, | 

us—Minutes of examination take 
fore the Aſſembly, 17th of March. Alſo the Petition, 
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